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93996900l sbogn 30sHMZ39wgdMB Mb5TIMMIWMIOL 59930 gdEMdOL Fobsdg ssyghs. 93 FsOMZYW™S
Iz glmdL  (lgmol,  3G0bol,  Mdobgmol,  dEsmHgmol  Lo39bMbBAEIBEM  MMYSBMadT0)
Bgm3mdmboliEgdo (LobgEgawowo 3MIMBoLEBIdO b LMmEosw-Egam3MEHGB0) 96 bywsg dzgao 3mdMbolEgdo
§om3moagbbgb, ®Mmiwgdos bywolzagdol Fglobs@Bmbadwo  sw@gMbsGomw s  gR0E0dM
0Q9MMA0sL  9dgdEbgb.  M9bEImMbMdom  B3MYsE0dEs  FoMmBoEOEIdHO  93wglool  doge
b6 53FgM00 gmbmMHyE0y0vMHo bosgombscrobdo.

bs 500b03bM, MM LodFmoms LoLEJIOL BoMREgddo ImdEgmerds Y39es LEBMPSMGOSD 5M3ZJMLO
(33050900 29603 Mool LkgMmdo. olgrsddo dmdbEs® 53 3MMEgLL Bowmbmgool dgEbogMgdems
MJGm@mds 9mbsdgodobds “olbensdol Yob@YwrgdBHrewoBs0s” MfmEs: F53850056Mmd0L  FgbotBBIds
0530L 053%7 500M d30Mg X AMBTS, HMIGELE 950565060 LT gds 56 3Jmbs Lygwdzwosbo bsbmwoghHm
39650500l JorgdoLs S FBMEWME BMOTSMOO (OGSO 3m0LIALELYIMGB00 TJIMOGIMYEJOMES!?

©5350v9Mdol 3gMgddo, 30MOL30MdMEO gMgdol dgblogMmgdsdo, Bggmergd®mog, w356 ofiggl obgmo
960383690mgs60 dbstrggdo, MeymeoEss JOHoLEH0sHMdOLS s liemsdol LOgMMM “sdMs580lEHI0” BHEMSOES,
03300000560 5655MLGdMOOLS S MgE0domo 99HYbsmIdWMdOL 3GObE030. 3Mbxwoddw® 39M9ddo,
bsog 9wogmos gmbogm@o Mmoo, 9Hmo Mmgeoaoolsdo 3mmzbowgds 8gdMogqdeol Gl 39
05050000, bdoGos J3EIMMds M35 50 3MbBJLoMO gMHmosbmMdsdo vy TugdgLgdsdo 9330l dgBsbobs,
296Lb39398900L, HMAMOG YMHYMGBomOL, HoOHAMBgboLS.

9900@qds 00g35L, H™I 3mbx0dEMO LOESE0gdT0 §0b0 3OO MZ0MO0IBEHOBOISE0S MBO™M

192 @Haog05 ©d 30o@0gd 3mbALME0sobENG LogMEgdo. — LsdsMmzgEml bagsMgm bagdgms BsdoboLEHMML bagdGgm dnEo@ogol
3309300 5 565¢r0Bob 396Gl dovryeg@gbo, 4 (13), d., 1999, 93.49.

19 Myxamermun P. M. Mcam B Poccrn: MlcTopHKO-MeTOZ0IOTHYeCKHe IPEATIOChUIKA UCCIef0BaHus . — B ¢6.: Poccus 1 MyCyIbMaHCKHI MUD.
Bronnerens pedepaTusHo-aHamuTHYecKok nHpopManuu. Mocksa, 2002, c.39-40.
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O OOl sbGYYEIRL, 30O MHJLOZOMMO JOHMMIOL MIBMBdS. 530l Jobgbo, YsM33gMWows®, Ms35©
39335600 0Ll M35 THMOZMBS, B33 JobOZMOMBOMs F930MHMBYdo. dgmMg FbGog 30, b
500603bMb 05350 gMMzgbwo X 353g00LST0 SBOWE00L GYbIbE0s, MMIGETo 0030 AoBLSIMMMIdOM
XX b593996900, LGsWobol gMmzbyeo 3mEwoE030L FoEIMgdoL 3gMom©Io s dob J9damad ohobs. 35650y
BO©OMam 35335L00L bogbgddo o6 oMLARMOPS TYsMHo gobo3MMO M3000I6EH0B0IEO0L #obE®s, 50
G9M0bol  3eoloZMMmO 3939000,  BdGMBMBS  339MM36Mo  gMM0bMBOLEMZOL  TobILSMYdIO
sBMM3690s. Tl 99y, Mg dmLZM30L IMH35M0 FoBsbo  gobs MM HMIMBsmgLlegg  39335b0gEwo
bobgdol 2000335, Goms om0 YYHMOGHMMBS dM3M3oL 29300  FoMmBoOmMWoyYm, 39335L09egddo
96m36m@o 4Mmdbmds goblogm®gdom 2odf3030s. AoLIMZooLHObIdIW0s, MM Fobvwo S gEgdol
05630y Mge0a0vMo 0¥y g0bo3MMHO MZ0mRTMEM33930 39335L00L Mgaombdo mdogzs© SBGHOMmNMLwMEo
2960 9md0l gmbbg 03 0bstrgmds.

39393900 990390l 496boE3L sBIMBS0K Ol 363MgEHVIE0 Bogoomol Logwydzgwby.

sBgMd0x 9630 LdFMmMs bgEolvygEgdol sdYsMgdol 390y Moo MMO BsJEHMMOL 360336 mds
00mgdol bemsdg g0, s 0vdzs LLM3 sdeol d9dgy d9ddboo 0EgMEMyOMMo 3s3)dol
393L909L 30MdEHY6 Mogo FMLEOdMGO 39946900, FIBLLZMNPIMYO0M 30 0GB, MM “ogdMbgdobs”
5B9Md0X9Bggdo MFIG60L L3990, oa™sd gl 56 Fmbs. G5 MJds 1B, L ObiEsdo MHgLdwydEo 3oL
Flobengmdol bmeogmo 3bmgMgdol bsfioeos, Gsa®md 030 o6 GHOBLBMOToMPS MO 3MEOEH0ZO
doo@. OHMAMOE Lo 933Wg35M0 5.30¢mbL3o 5©0bodbogl, “d3zgysbsdo dmbs g0l gOHMY3MO
©L53M5E0DE0s. MOMJIoL sME gho bmEoswme 3603369emzs6 bggMmmdo obewdo 56O 2sdmEol
OmO3  ©0MM3000g0geo  dogms  — b 3oBogL  bggdgh, 35l 09gbgdgh, Top™sd  doLoom oG
bgeddmgobgamdgb”1%.

9Ju39OHGHI0  505MFOGD, ™I MIJWOROOHO BoJBHMOO 5O 0g3d bW IMgs© ddJmL Lsdobsm o
Lo20MgM 302¢00E03500.

O3 bsdgEboghm  @o@IMsGWIMsdo  500b0dbgds,  §3006L0dFMmMs  3gMoMmEOlL  sBgMdIOY B0
M9oR0MM0  50m®A0bgds doMmgMo  gombmbol sbowo BogombsgMo 0©IbEHMMMBOL  BsdmysodgdOl
9900920 0gm. 5OLgdIMAL  Lbgzo@slbgs sBMo 0ol Momdsby, v Mo Fod@m™gdds dgfym bgwo o0
03000936900L 3963000655l dMGBEs  FoxgMol  sBOom, gb  3OmEglo  Lsmoggb  xIO  30©I3
396M9LGHMM0350g  3gHomEdo 0oL, MGmEs  LsobEBHMMOM s  WOGIMIGHOMWOo  bsfaM-0mgdgdom
Fopmbgdnyen sHgMdsoxsbol 0b@guwoagb30sdo megl 0hgbl sboswo 3margd@Eowmmo 0IbEVM®dOL 0©Igdo
(Shaffer B. Borders and Brethen. Iran and the Challenge of Azerbaijani Identity. London and Cambridge, 2002. P.6-
7, 119). 3503 LoMmoobo 000hbggl, ®mT sBgMdo0X g™  sbowo  bogombs-com®o  0gbEwMmdOL
Bo0MYo0dgdsl, d0MH0MOEIEs, 0030 dolEs 80-0060 §ergdol dragrml Fm0sbo  YoModomol  0Mmazw03
39630000090 ds  Ingegbgdds. Mbo s  SBYMBoKBgo  T33WI3MPO  MZ0s, MM sbogro
Bogombo®o  m30000g3bgds,  FoOMoE0s,  soLebgdms  d3oMgMosbmgsbo  obogb@Mmo s
Bobg3Ms00oloabE Mo §6Hggdol Loddosbmdsdo LsdFmms 3gM0mEdo, sgMsd doMOMIO 35063 YoModsrols
3068wogd@o - 9.§. “bedbm@o 3sGowobo@m®o” ogm.

G063 BB, Qb 3068wogEHo 908mBbEs 033wlio, HMIgEdsg d0dyo doliss 56 FoMEHM sBIMd0K 6Ol
90m36m@  AmdMmOMdL, 9Mdg  MHgL3wd03ol  3330M0  TMLsbEgMdol  MHJEOROMO 1300039369001
09605056Mmd0m0 DML 5M30HEI306H0 Jobgbog 2obs.

505L056, g MBOM FMWEHOMEO FdMIMBS 0gm, 300MY R536MBOYMGINMO MHJLOYOMMHO 0EINEIMAOD,
Mgog 29bs300MdYds  SBYMBI0K DG BHMoxk3oL 00300600 Mgwogool “Bqlbiggdolsggh”’. bswbol
353w gLMdOLIMZ0L, HMIgdOE LdFMMS L3MEOL SMYPLEHVIGMO

19 Tomonckuit A. ViciaM B KOHTEKCTe OOILIECTBEHHOW JKM3HU COBpeMeHHOro Asep6aiimxana. — Mcropus, uions
1999, Ne 28. C.10-13.

1% Carrapos P. Mcnam kak nonutrdeckuii haxkrop B HocTcoBeTcKoM Asepbaiimkare. — B xxypH.: LlenTpansHas Asus
u Kaskas. 2004, Ne 4 (34), c.8.
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s0BMEOL  “36:mMJ3Hgoo” 0943bgh, olsdo GMAMOE 0EINEMA0S 5300006 OHMEL o6  SLOMEIdES.
9000965, 490500l 3MmbROJBHO 080530m39 9 °00ddGdM©s MMYMOF LEOFIMBbMJdOLIMZOL dGIMMS.
MmO 3 OO0 MWEIGHOAEH0 90b0dbogL, “00bgsgs FobmdMm030 0bBMMT>300L LdrYsEgdsms dogh
A9M00b  “0mlLErodM-JOHolEosbmwo”  3mbrwoddol bdomo gs8mygbgdols s FooGWmHo  BodBMOOl
008390900y,  sHgMds0oX IO  MMMIIPO o6  FJ0ToM™930bI6 MgE0oW®  0EIMNEMYOSL.  oLErsdo,
Gm3gewog 960336903560 Bogd@m®o oym 3MWEGHMOME s 3005 LBIOMTo, sBIMD0XBT0 sMLEOML
390000943690 3no@ogmemo  dmdowobsgool  dobbom, gMol 993530060 gdolsmzoL 96 Mmdgerody
360336900 m3560 3m@wo@03m®mo doeol Bsdmyswodgdologol” (Alstadt A. The Azerbaijani Turks: Power and
IDentity Under Russian Rule. Stanford: Hoover Instittution Press, 1992.p.209).

5000950, 990degds 00g35L, MHMI MHJE0ROMO sMMI0BIds 4305BLdFM™Ms sBIMBI0K 680, MMIgEos
9m39g35 6530Mbs® 50Mm®ANBYdL, 56 0ym 0EINEMYHDBIOWWo 3OHMEgLO, 9M33g© §dobos 3Gy
bolosml  5BHOMIO®s. U, 30039 M0ad0, 25dMObEYOMES 933000M0 (JoMOMIEO) Jmbmbiol 0bEgMgLol
DOEOm 0LEsdolodo, HMAMME 1153990960 JMWEHVGOL Bafowrobodo.

0bEodol 3mEoEo0BsEool bofyolo G90dwgds Bsomzswml 1990 erol 20 0563M0L dmgzwgbgdo dojmdo,
Mmoo 100-Bg 9g@o bbgosbbgs gmm3bgdols s Mogx0Mo 50dLsMgdEMBOL 5@sT0sb0 I0WM3s Jowrsddo
LsdFmoms xsMgdol dgyzs60L 999R9®. M9MBOE0SNMO BaddO KoMgdol Fgyzs60Lomz0lL oym bmdgbo
mlobengmdol EsMdg3g00, HMIWgddsi 3030 13 05635ML doswfios. mBoEosEwHo dmbzmzo 30 50 Lolbosh
9690 duHaMgdol “dmLerodo  BwbsdgbEewolidgdol” {obsswdgy Mmoo bsmesgws, MMIgEmss,
00mgdmb, bgeolvgamgdol bgedo Bsagds LwyMEom. sbg asbsgbos 30dsMmM35d0 LodFmms bogrbolswdo
0.2m6056m30s. LimMgo 95906, 30M39es@ oLEHMM050, LadbMgo 3533500L FMLErodms 1O MO OEIMO
053-31939M  B0oBoY 903909 39930 Tmgmzol  3MOGH030 5 dMOEID  EILEM TSmO
0.2000580m3L “bolbErosh dmgergbsms LbJE0MboMYd30”. 0go bOBL MigsdEs, GMA “olEsdol GodEmEmOl”
299mygqbgds d9gmdo xoMgdol d9ggzs60L golodsMmMEgdwOE 0B OlvbsgzEs FMberodms s JMHoLEbM.
GO0l IBHOMOOL Bo3MYEGOL.

00 BM5ag00l  dlbggM3mwms ©o3MAsm3d  MHYE0ROMO  MHOGHWYSM0EsE d3nwo@o3zne  3MMmAEILEGAd0
2390050DoMs. 20 056350l dodml JmBgddo FowombsdEg 9©sd0sbo 290M30s, MM 353030 Fog Mo
Q©50Y3wems blmgbolsdo.

00005,  MYWOFoMMO  SMmMA0bgds, MMIgos  39MHgLEHOMO3Z0L  3gMomEdo  ©sofym  MMAMO3
399GHOME0  3dMomds, 1990 ierol 0sbgMol s3dgd3s sboew Loggbmmbg 5094396, gl 0gm olLewsdol
300@0Bs300L Logggbm®o!®s.

©53M)3000g0Md0L  203mEbogdol 9gdgy (1991 §.) sDgmds0xsbTs  ©oofiym  MODOgHmMBIOL
539496905 F1LeodNGOo Lodys®ml J399bdmsb. J399bol 3meo@E03mM® 3bMZMgdsdo olesdol Mmoo vy
MBO@ NZ9¢LoB0bM BEJdMEs. 9M9gMmMO 3MEWOGHOIMMO 35OGH0S ) MmMRSB0DIE0s g0l Loddosbmdsdo
IMLE0dME 00gMEIMP0L 99MHEBMdMES. FoaMsd gl o6 0ym GH03wMo dmzwgbs 00 EMMOL sBYMBOXIBOL
300@03MM0 §0g900L5m30L. 3MmEOEH03wIMH0 oEIHIdOL MTMO3wgbmds obsddo bysgws dFbmemo
3905900006909 3wEGHMO  Lofgobl, Mmdgwoa  J399sbol  obs@hgb  mLerodmE®  LsdgeMmbionsb
©55358300090s. 99539 ©MML, dbgeros J399bol 3meoGHO3MG BMZMGOsdo OlEsdol FodEHmEmOL MmOl
MOOYMGBS. OHMES 50RSD  gerbBodgo ML3BE03Z0L Moo OB, 30M39WeE OLEHMMO5G0 L0fym
490030600 boddMEOI0L odmyggbhgds MBOE0sWYH 39MY8MbogdbY. 1300 0bsmyM@szool ML (1992 §.
03bolo) dg0momm, 3mBLEHOGWE0LMD ghmeE, Ymemabby dmbzggzol GoGmswo, Momoz JOMISbIOL
997005365 MgE00MH0 s Laghem LoddMEZs. M30MMb gehodgo Lsghm IgbgEEgdgd0m A38M0MBIMES
5 0LEsddo FbMEME 3@ YIMWYE bsfygoll bgogs, Jog™sd gb byl o6 Y80, OLEETOL Gog@Emeo

19 Carrapos P. Mlciam kak monurudeckuii ¢paxrop B mocTcoBeTckoM AsepGaiimkane. — B xyph.: Ilentpansras Asus u Kaskas. 2004, Ne 4 (34),
c.10.
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053060 0bBIMYLYPIOLOMZOL  FodmgYabgdobs.  0boYMGSE0sHg  BoBsBOEIL OGO o sbogro
360900363 0L 3MHmMbg3s dol FogH dg0dwgds Bs0mz5Mb MYyl gaoG0ds3ooL gergdgb@s. bjmMgw
9hBodgol 3M9H0IBbEHMBOL EOML (1992-1993) ™G dmoegzs FMLEodH EEILILFoMEL — “gmMdIb-ds0Madls”
5 “©585%96-050M501” — Lobgwdfoxm Lalfsmwgdol bGsGMbo 80932036s. 30O LOB35007d0SH
399m30bsMyg,  gubhodgo  5935M0©  MFgMHs  TBsOL  MHgL3MBE03sT0 VOO  MORSBOBIFOJOOL
L5gB0o6mdL!”.

0O OPb0BIE0gdmb  gPms©,  d9hgmadoL,  GgWoRoGmO  L3MmEgdols s 3gBGMJOOL
0996900mdsd0  9gdBHoMmo@ dmbsfowgmdbgb 0Mmsbol, Lom@ol sMdgmOL, 3193503H0L LsbmYsMdMo30
239900005690560. 99 035WLBOHOLOm, POBLHIMMMIGO0M 5®LEB0TBs305 0Msbo, MMIgwog ™M3wolL, GmI 0yo
MBOM  obEombss  (LYYE0gHo  M35LsBOOLOM)  sBYMBI0XET0  M3oMsBJbo® 2930 EIYdME  FooG e
399G OL096, oM Jolo Lvybo@o “3:m63MMmg6EHd0” — 1M s ool sMSdYNO!%.

9Bodgol 398330006099, 3gosc se0g3ds s1g3g 2dMm0yYgbs MHYEOFOMMO 5EHM0dWYEH0IS BOEOL oEIOOL
@O (1993 ferol mg@mddgmo). 0o dmbsfomgmds s@aowmMdMmHogo FMLerodn®mo 3swgb®ols yggwms
360336900 mgsb dmgangbsdo, 0gbgdms gl ymEmdsb-050M530, M005Dob-d506M500 vy sdmGs. 1994 §. Lovyol
950930 MBOEOIWIMHO 30D0BHOL MM Tob ™Mb  Sbabgbh Lsberoghm 3oMHgdo dgob  wyen-olensd
33095Bsgl 39gm9vMHMBOM; 5¢009g3ds FgoLMvgems FMLeodMGmO oMY dmemEgoL («)dMs) Modwswo dgdsdo.

0oa™s0 0ol 999y, Mo dBYMB0K6Ts bgwo Fmsfgms 653mmdoL “Bovy3bol 3mbEMmogBL” (1994) s
™mM0gbGHoEo0lL  3MMLo  MLgmoEB s FMLEEOTMNOO  5TMLOZEJ0EID  OLZEGMOLEIID  FIIOLIMY,
0bEsdMHO Bogd@BHMOOL (MO 3me0E03w® b3gbsby 89930Mws. 1995 . 12 bmgddg®ml dowgdwyer 0dbs sbswo
3MBLAOGHWE0s, MMIgEwdog bobsLIMWo ogm J3ggbol Loghm dmfymds, Mgwoyools s Lobgwdfogml
39d0x3bs. 1995 §. 509305 3OO S00M 39456580 OLESTNMO MMOIBEHIEOOL 3MEOEO0ZMNMO 35MHGHO0JOOLS O
Lbgs OHA560B30gd0L LoddosbmdOb s®33905%bY.

0049590535 0oLy, MMI MJOoROMHO  sOMEMAoBYds §MdgXEIdMEs (1996 Howl MIL3wYdO3sdo
0mg0ggd©s 800 d9hgo0), 339 1990-0560 ergdo@sb ogm dgdmbggzgdo, MmaEs bmyogmomo dmberodo bgs
Lo®Hdmbmgdsl 00gds 96 Lgd@sdo dgoms. 1996 §. domEIo dowo-0gxwolds doomm 3sbmbo, Gmdgwmos
"bmgegdl  M3MHAowogzs MJE0R0M 30304960l MgLdMdE035d0. sbgmogy dMbero Ig@sboen odbs
“396mb30 50LoMgdEMdOL Mo30LvBEgdol dqlsbgd”, GMIgEos gubhodgol ML 0gm JoMgdweo. gb oym
bgeobmgiwgdol dggemds, 99y MEbmger dolombgmos, 850 dmEol ImLeErodos, Logdosbmds,
6HMIgeoE oMo ©9395380MGDI0 0gm MHJE0R00L 3oE0boE0LMSE.

000035,  M®90a0MHo  sM®MAobgdol  3OmEglo  ML3MdE035do  3305bLBdFM™s  3gMOMm©Io
053938069070 04m doMH0MsEo Jmbmbol dog FMLerodmdol, MmymE bszombswmmo 0©IbEMMH®dOL
dotgmero 3m33mbg6E0L 296(3005L096. oliEsdols HMYMOE 310EH03IM0 B3JBHMOOL Mol BMEs EIOfYm
dbeaeome 1990 §. 20 05636G0L 35092,

03309360300 sb336056, OGMI  obELTOL  dMEEHODIE0s  sBYMOIOXBT0  ebanmgl  ImTsgoedo
305605, 09935 FIMIIMGOSMS FoM339dd sTMNH39358 BLYZLMMIEo0EM FMgadL MLEMBdE035d0
3903905 LoGYo00L 05301 Lalv®MagdME 353mygbgdol Lsdmswgds JolEgL.

0930 Mbs 500603bMb, MM MgMMRZMMZ60s  MgEorool  ao3wgbs  RMEOEMIm  35335b05B9s,
Mdgeog ®1bgomolb LEdbMHgmoL $IoboLEHMIE0EO JOMIMEgdol Lobomss FoMmBmpagbowo. 3565360
§0gd0b 2063530 Mmdsd0 W0 BHIMGMd0 25momddmEs JmbsbMgds, MM BOHOwMIm 35335L0s, 3gMdm,
Bghbgmo s, 3903390, ©IMLEHB0 FoMdmoyibgb 3meo@ozmmo b “Lobgwdfogm” obesdol
0905 93M391gd0L 3gbGH®L. 1990-0060 {ergdol sbafyoldo Xm3se ©sg3ds FodMsEboEs FoM0smOl
396mbgd0oL Mbgbogbmds MglidrydEn3ado. Imgwbsms 3gdamdds AbgaegumMdsd, 3500 dmGmol 3mbgaod@ol

197 0d39, 33.10.
198 0d39, 33-11.
1990439, 33-14.
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QU3oo3050 BgRBmLS s BHYLgmOl BggMoEool 3IBGHOL FmemolL sBgzg6s, MM A963005MPPOL OLEsdMO
00090 30w gdgeE0s 956G FoMmEM 3MGIEOLIMZOL, M99 P30 MYa0Mmbol sbas@RYbo boffogdolsmgol,
M9 ms3 om0 0g39L dob FobmdHOg FbsMIsFgMBY. gu 50Bg39560 50 Lisbm sM FLMBWOM LsBMYSMdST.
090 aom3z5¢oLfjobgdom, OHMI PMEOwMmgo 39335U00L MHYIWoROMMO 3M33MDBOEos SMbIZEgd  FMgwroo,
300009 dobo gmbogm™o F9doagbemds, Tgodwgds ©ozs13360m, GMI  FMLEOTYHO  BOJBHMMO 96
§9M3moa9bL 00 3900353006090 qe LwYdzqwl, HMIgELsE 9g0degds egaYsMML MHgOMbol dmMdsgseo.

004959005350 030bs, M 35339500580 FoMdMdIE oliEsdol 300Y3Mgd0, o MHYW0ROMHO 3MmbBWOIEHIdO
o6 9mdbsMs LLM3-U EsdEol F90Iys3 0. HIWOF0s 0d3s M EMBBOMmGBs® 3EOE03M BoJGHMM,
MIgog 2obLEBZMezs MY0Mbol dmdsgoel, 90999 sAHTsMY 15T GdSE bSO 0IHEGHVOMBdJOOL
BMIoMHg0sdo, bmy Fgdmbggzedo 30, 0go 99mygbgdwo oym 0bbEHMmMIGbEHI© Logamgm 3meo@ozol
296L5D3MOLLL 56 MEbMYMOL Lobgdfiogmms 353w gbolamgzol 35335L0sd0.

L59MH5FMOHOLM MM0NNMBIM JJU3IMEHJO0 0BoLOE 90b0dBs39D, HMT d3mEod03Mo 3Mbrwod@gdol
00350 900L boddgdo MgEosd, IgbodEms, 3MBOGHOMMO HMEOE FgolMmEmb. MIWOY0s 5O FoJMgds
o®@E dobo GmEo 99930MEJds bmgom 3mEo@035do (gb oO3 Mbs 0gmb LolvyM3zgwo, Moysd 3
99000b3930d0 AbmBEom 9933900 503MBbEYds 3093 MBOM ILEHOIG0IO Loghm BMESOESMOBIOL
§0bs89). TbmEmE 3mEwoEHobgde MHYEoyosl, 6 MYwoyon® Bobs@obdl, s sMs HMTGE0dg MYEOFOSL
0530L0535, FoMH YOS JgMIMJOO s BBsBH0IMUGdO, Asb3zxM3Eo s FdZ30EMBOL s (3391gd0* .

903000 BoJGHMMo 35335500l 05659g0MHM3g 3MbREodGHgddo. 3mbgwmolddgdols
Gobgbgdo

300009 39339006 3MbBodBHIddo MgEoFool God@mmol 360d3zbgwmdol dsbbozals 993w9agdMm©g,
oMy  Lbodyzom  dgzgbmom  bogomboerobdols Q> M9wod0Mm0  36sdgbEowoBIol
“OHN0YONT0ToOMYOL, F009IgEJL 030l BMEBY, GMA 35335L00L MgROMbO (2BLSZMMMHYdom 30 PMOMgm
39330600 ®ogo  gOHmgMYEgdo), 0bEsdYMo BBETI6EHIWOBIOL  SMM@ANbdOLs s  PSTMEMEbEgdOL
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Nino Chikovani
CULTURE AND RELIGION IN SOUTH CAUCASUS

Summary

Geographical settings and population. Caucasus represents a mosaic of  cultures,
confessions, ethnoses and languages. Its location and geographical environment were major determine
factors of the way of life, interrelations and the history of the Caucasian peoples.

Caucasus is populated by more than 50 different peoples. Caucasian mounteen was called a
“mounteen of languages” by the Arab geographers.

The Caucasus, throughout its history, has been a borderland. It has been an area over which empires
have competed, in which cultures, civilizations and religions met. It has served both as bridge and
barrier to contact between north and south, and between east and west. Its crucial geopolitical location
has the mixed results: more often than not, the Caucasian peoples ‘lost rather than gained from their
important geopolitical position’.

The Caucasus has been one of the regions of the Eurasian continent most affected by what in the last
decade has come to be called “the enw world disorder”. Together with formwer Yogoslavia, it is the area
most gravely hit by ethnopolitical conflict and warfare.

The South Caucasus is comparatively easy to map. It consists of three major peoples: the Azeris (6
million), Georgians (4 million) and Armenians (3,5 million in the Caucasus), as well as the number of
less numerous peoples, some of which are indigenous. All the republics are multi-ethnic, although
presently Armenia is developing towards a mono-ethnic state with over 95% Armenians. In Georgia the
titular nationality comprises less than 70% of the population. The majority population itself, the
Georgians or Kartvelians, compises several sub-groups such as Mingrelians and Svans. In Azrebaijan, the
Azeri presently make up 83%.

The North Caucasus presents a considerably more complicated population map. Its population is
composed of several different groups of people. The first groupe are those which can be termed only as
indigenous Caucasian peoples: the Vainakh peoples (composed of Chechens, Ingush and Tsova-Tush)
and Dagestan peoples — Avars, lezgins, Dargins and Laks; Abkhaz and Circassian peoples (sub-divided
somewhat artificially into Kabardins, Adyge and Cherkess).These people do not have an origin outside
the Caucasus. The second group of peoples inhabiting the Caucasus are settlers of Turkic and Iranian
origin.Ossetians and the Tats (Mountain Jews) are the only sizeable ethnic groups to claim Iranian
origin. The Turkic people of the North Caucasus belong to the Kipchak family of languages, and consist
of the Karachais ans Balkars (who are in fact one people speaking dialects of the same langiage) in the
central North Caucasus, and the Kumyks and Nogais in Dagestan.

The Caucasian peoples belong to the four langiage groups: Caucasian (or Paleocaucasian),
Indoeuropean, Turkic and Semit. It is considered, that the people speaking Caucasian languages are
indigenous, and others moved to Caucasus in different periods of history.

Religions and ethnoses in the South Caucasus. Main confessions and their historical and territorial
localization. Georgia is situated in the western part of the South Caucasus. The Black Sea formes a
western border of Georgia, Turkey — the south-western border, Armenia borders with Georgia from the
south-eastern part, and Azerbaijan — from the north-eastern one.

State language — Georgian — belongs to the Kartvelian group of the Iberian-Caucasian languages. In
Abkhazia, the Abkhazian language has a state language status too.The Georgian alphabet is one of the 14
original alphabets in the world, it consists of 33 letters.
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Because of its geopolitical situation and history, Georgia traditionally is a poliethnic country.
According to the data of the list of 1989, more than 90 nationalities were settled in Georgia. Poplulation
— 5,4 million, 29,87%. In 2002 the number of population diminished to 4,6 million, ethnic minoroties —
15,9%. The georgians have no numerous and powerful diasporas abroad.

The Georgians consist of three sub-ethnic groups — the Karts, the Mingrelians and the Svans. the
fourth group — Lazs — live on the territory of Turkey.

Orthodox Christians are 65% of the whole population, Muslims — 11%, Russian Orthodox Christians
— 10%, Monophyzit Armenians — 8%, others — 6%. A part of the population are the sectants.

Azerbaijan is situated in the South-Eastern part of the Southern Caucasus. The neighbours of
Azerbaijan are: Russian Federation (Dagestan) from the North, Georgia from the North-West, Armenia
and Turkey — from the South-West, Iran — from the South, the Caspian Sea — from the East.

The main religion is Islam. Christianity and Judaism are also presented. Major part of Muslims are
the Azeris, most of them — Shiits.

The “religion Renaissance” in Azerbaijan has passed along with the proccess of increasing national
self-consciousness. Government has controlled the situation in the confessional sphere.

Armeniais situated in the mountainous region of the South Caucasus. It borders with Georgia (from
the North), Azerbaijan (from the East), Turkey (from the West), Iran (from the South).

Population (1998) — 3,7 million, over 95% of them are the Armenians. State language — Armenian,
which belongs to the Indoeuropean group of languages. The original Armenian alphabet consists of 39
letters. Ethnic Armenians live also in many countries of the world and form a powerful diaspora.
Russians, Yezids, Greeks and Jews are the minorities in Armenia.

Majority of Armenians are the Monophysit Cgristians — 80% of the population. The Armenian
Church is one of the strongest, independent and active Christian churches.

Followers of four major religions are found in the Caucasus.

Christianity is present in the South Caucasus in variuos forms. The main pillars of Christianity in
the region are the Georgian Ortodox Church and the Armenien monophysite Church. Moreover, the
cinsiderable majority of Ossetians are Orthodox Christians. The Abkhaz are also partly Christian,
although the Abkhaz in general are equally weary of both Islam and Christianity — an interesting
instance of the retention of pagan traditions, their amalgamation with Islam and Christianity, and a
generally low religious profile. Since the break-up of the Soviet Union, a number of Protestant missions
have reached the Caucasus from Western Europe, but have gained few followers, with some success only
in Armrnia.

Islam exists in both its versions. Shi’i Islam being majority religion of the Azeris (75-85%), of the
Talysh of Azerbaijan, and a small number of Dagestani ethnic groups on the territory of Azrebaijan. The
majority Sunni tradition exists both in its Shafi’i school, among the peoples of Dagestan, but
predominantly in the Hanafi school, which is the religion of Chechnya and Ingushetia, of the Circassian
peoples, the Turkic Karachais and Balkars, the Ajars of Georgia, as well as of the minority of Azeris that
are Sunni and the minorities of Ossetians and Abkhazians tha are Muslim.

Judaism is represented in the form of indigenous Georgian Jews, as well as the Tats or Mountain
Jews, who live in Azerbaijan and Dagestan. There were also Ashkenazi Jews living mainly in Baku,
many of whom have migrated to Israel, as well as the Georgian Jews, more as a result of the generally
difficult conditions in the countries than any discrimination.

Budism is the religion of the Kalmyks, who live on the northwestern shore of the Caspian Sea, to
the North of Dagestan. Kalmykia is not normally considered as a part of the Caucasus, but it is
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not part of any other Russian region and does border the Caucasus. Moreover, interaction between
Kalmyks and the Caucasian peoples to their south are increasing.

The grave chellenge for the Caucasian Islam comes from Vahabism — extreme politisized, militarist
phenomenon of Islam.

Geographic, political and cultural roots of the division of the North and South Caucasus. The
geographical delimitation of the Caucasus, as that of Europe for that matter, has no generally accepted
answer.

In the light of history of the past 200 years and with regard to demographic factors, the logical
northern border of the Caucasus would be the area originally in the foothills but later in the planes on
the northern slope of the Caucasian moutains which saparates the area of habitation of the small peoples
of the North Caucasus from the Russian-populated areas to their north. The delimitation is made
difficult by the fact that the administrative units of the North Caucasus are drawn further north than the
traditional places of residence of their titular nations. It seems safe to argue that the reason for drawing
of the map dirong the early Soviet era was in order to include large Slavic populations in these
territories, with the aim of diluting their demographic composition.

Operational definitions of culture and civilization in the framework of the cource. The concept of
culture is one of the most wide-used terms. We have to use an operational definition of the term,
according to the aim of our cource. We consider culture as the “another nature”, created by he difefrent
ethnoses during the centuries. The self-determination of the nation is determined by its culture.

One can find two main interpretations of civilization in the scientific literature. During the last
decades the theory of local civilizations became the subject of special interest. Relation between cultures
and civilizations form the model of the modern world. The growing interest to the phenomenon of
civilization is determoned by academic and practical interests.

The local-historical interpretation of the concept of civilization forms the basis for our course.

The Caucasus — the contact zone of cultures and civilizations. The Caucasus has always played an
important role as a bridge between the East and the West, the North and the South. Due to the fact that
the Caucasus is the contact zone of cultures and civilizations, we have to discuss some problems
connected with its localization on the crossroad.

The consept of the common cultural space and its correlation with the Caucasus. The problem of the
Caucasian (South-Caucasian) identity. The problem discussed in our course can be formulated in two
questions: 1) Caucasian cultures or Caucasian culture? 2) The possible existence of cultural or
civilizational unity of Caucasus in past or present. We suppose that there is no reason to consider the
existence of common Caucasian culture or civilization, because in this case we’ll have to ignore a
number of historical facts. It seems more convenient to use the notions of “Caucasian cultural space” and
“Caucasian identity”. An idea of Caucasian unity may be attractive, but we have to distinguish reality
from the political wishes, as the cultural and civilizational orientations and experiences not always
coincide with the political ones.

The idea of united Caucasus: historical viewpoint. The attempts of unification in the 11-12%
centuries, their ideologic background and practical steps towards the idea. Reappearence of the idea
during the following centuries. We come across different viewpoints in modern scientific literature in
regard to a civilizational belonging of Caucasus and its individual parts. According to one viewpoint,
based on definite criteria, we can talk of Caucasus as a peculiar civilization, subcivilization or cultural
unity. More courageous, mostly politicians or those close to the political circles, talk on the possibility of
political unity, which had cultural and civilizational unity basis or may have such. But the history of the
Caucasian peoples presents to us more failed efforts of implementing Caucasian unity than success of
these efforts.
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An objective of the present article is to analyze the history of Caucasus and, namely, of one section
of history, which is just an exception from these failed efforts. Here is meant the political and cultural
situation of the 11%-12% centuries, when this unity was being outlined, which can be labelled as the
united cultural space. Even more, a political realization of this unity is taking place. Though it is a short
period, but it has a great influence on the further history of the Caucasian peoples.

The 11%-12% centuries have been known as one of the most important periods in the history of
Georgia. It is the period when not only “Georgia” - a new country was founded, but a greater formation
was being generated. It had not had its historical-geographical name as of yet, but everything pointed to
its name being just the very “Georgia”. . . Active participants of this formation were not only South and
East of Caucasus (Armenia, Shirvan), but the other end of the Caucasus Range (Dagestan-Chechnya,
Ossetia, Circassia). A great “world” was being formed, an organizing centre of which was Georgia.

In the period mentioned above a concept “Georgia” was established as a term designating cultural-
political and socio-economic unity. “Georgia was called the territory, in which, along with political and
cultural possession, there were being spread socio-economic relations characteristic to the Georgian
people”. The term “Georgian” implied all “who, despite their ethnic origin, recognized Georgian
(diophysite) Christianity, to whom Georgian feudal relations were common and who conducted their
activities on the Georgian political and cultural field”. Within this field there was entire Caucasus
gradually being involved.

Consolidation of a “new country” was ongoing on the basis of the Georgian language, which in that
period conducted the function of a universal language for church services throughout Caucasus. To make
a parallel with the process of forming other cultural unities (civilizations, subcivilizations), we should
remember, that, for example, formation of the West as a single cultural space and of individual
civilizations, was promoted by the primacy of the Latin language, a universal language of the church, for
the Western-Christian states. We can say the same about the role of the Arabian language for the
Muslim East. It seems that the Georgian language was commencing to play the same role in Caucasus.
Study of hagiographic literature, annals, epigraphic and architectural monuments clarifies that in the
11%-12% centuries the Georgian language and culture was spread not only in the elite circles of the
Caucasian population (Chalcedonian Armenians, Albanian monophysite population, North Caucasus)
but in public at large as well.

Thus, Caucasus, in the present political terminology, was a single geopolitical space and the political
and cultural figures were well aware of this. This is witnessed by the conception formed in the 70s of the
11t century, which belongs to Leonty Mroveli. It should have substantiated the unity of the Caucasian
world and substantiality of the course led by the Georgian rulers, directed at the consolidation of
Georgia. At the same time, the work by Leonty Mroveli clearly reveals theoretical interest, generated
just in the process of unification, in the issues in regard to people’s classification and their geographical
settlement.

In the same period Georgian messianic idea is being formed, which is based on the belief that the
Georgian language has being endowed with a special mission; Christ’s chasuble is in Georgia; Georgia is a
country of Our Lady; The Bagrations royal dynasty is of divine origin. The idea served the same
objective as Leonty Mroveli’s conception and played an important role in the cultural and political life of
Georgia in 11%-12% centuries. Messianism belongs to the number of stable stereotypes of political
thought and behavior, which is being formed in certain situation and is practically unchanged in time.
Though the Georgian messianic idea has not been characterized by a “long duration of existence”.
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Along with language and through the language, religion plays the greatest role in forming single
Caucasus. Through Georgia — a forming unity centre — Christianity was being spread in North Caucasus,
where there existed Episcopal cathedras and Georgia’s political and cultural impact was being
established. The Georgian kings were well aware of the importance of ideology, this explains their
efforts, starting from David Agmashenebeli’s period, to convert Monophisit Armenians to Chalcedonian
belief.

It is difficult to say what “the great world — Caucasus” will be like, which was being formed around
Georgia, as a centre, whether it takes a form of separate civilization or subcivilization. But it is a fact that
an effort to form a single geopolitical space was accompanied by the measures directed at providing its
ideological and cultural fundamentals, which were more or less successfully implemented.

The scholars say that consolidation of multinational, multicultural and multireligious state of South
and North Caucasus around Georgia was the most important factor from the viewpoint if not of
homogenization of Caucasus’ single political space and culture, then of some integration and, at the same
time, for developing peculiarity of each integral part.

But the history of Caucasian unity had not been long. As L. Tukhashvili mentioned, Georgia failed
to implement the two most efficient forms of expansion: an economic expansion — economic mastering
of the provinces being under the influence of developed commercial capital (Georgia had not reached
this level as of yet) and a cultural expansion, which, as it had been said above, started but Georgia had
not enough time for its continuation and development.

From the 13% century the situation in Caucasus has radically changed. Mongols’ raids resulted in
weakening of Georgia’s state, Islam gradually spread in North Caucasus. To the north and south of the
Caucasus Range there were formed political and cultural systems, essentially differing from one another.
Though much common was left among the Caucasian peoples, firstly, just in the cultural sphere
(ordinary culture, hospitality tradition, relations between the generations, brotherly friendship, etc), the
difference was becoming distinct.

The ideological-political conception formed in the 11* century used “to reanimate” in the following
centuries. For example, an idea appeared in the period of Erekle II to unite South Caucasus under the
power of Erekle. Georgia was implied as the centre in this case as well, though the situation was
absolutely different and the idea of unity was determined by the acuteness of foreign political
orientation issue.

Further on, some unification of the Caucasian peoples took place within the Russian Empire. The
administrative units of both North and South Caucasus have joined the Caucasus’ vicegerency and Tbilisi
was the place, where an administrative centre and vicegerent’s residence were located. After being
divided into the spheres of Iran’s and Turkey’s influence for several-century long period, unification in a
single political space formed favorable terms for reviving traditional contacts (among them cultural)
among the Caucasian peoples, though the imperial principle “divide et impera” formed serious problems
in this respect.

After February 1917 revolution Russia’s government, with the aim of managing over South
Caucasus, founded “Special Committee of Transcaucasus”, when the Bolsheviks came to power (October,
1917) there was formed the Transcaucasian Commissariat. In February 1918 the Transcaucasian Seym
was founded, which was later disintegrated due to the contradictions among its integral parts (Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Armenia) and the potentials to form state independence. This was followed by declaring
independence of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan in May, 1918. There was no basis for establishment of
South Caucasus as a single political organism.

After the Soviet power was established, Russia has once more tried to form single administrative
units in North and South Caucasus: in 1924-1936 there existed Transcaucasian
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Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, in 1922-1924 - Autonomous Republic of Mountain Peoples within
the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic. Neither this efforts had any success.

As we see, the efforts to form Caucasian unity in any form were based on the political realities. Not
only political activities, but even the very ideas of supposed or real existence of such unities seem to
proceed more from the political situation than from pure scientific analysis.

The idea of the “Common Caucasian House” and the attempts of its realization in 90s of the 20th
century. The idea of the “peaceful Caucasus” as an alternative of S.Huntington’s theory. As we see, the
efforts to form Caucasian unity in any form were based on the political realities. Not only political
activities, but even the very ideas of supposed or real existence of such unities seem to proceed more
from the political situation than from pure scientific analysis. That the idea of single Caucasus was
mostly caused by the political moments is witnessed by the events of the end of the 20th century. In the
beginning of the 90’s the conception of “single Caucasian house” was caused by the new situation formed
after the Soviet Union dissolution and pathos of confrontation with Russia. The authors of the “house”
idea imagined it in different ways: they talked now about “Caucasian Parliament”, then on the unity like
that of European Union. But the situation remained out of sight that the union of this kind is based on
common world outlook (based on religion), common information space and other factors, which did not
exist in case of Caucasus. That’s why formation of “single Caucasian house” remained at the level of
declarations.

The only one the realization of which we witnessed was Confederation of Caucasian Mountain
Peoples formed in the beginning of the 90’s. It soon was turned into the Confederation of Caucasian
Peoples. It should be noted that Russian central mass media of that period presented the case as if the
talk was in regard to a really existing formation with its parliament, president and army (it was rarely
mentioned about the problem of legitimacy) and the newspaper in Dagestan, being of different
orientation, released no material, regarding the confederation.

Lacking any basis, this feeble formation still managed to play a negative role in the Caucasian
conflicts. This forced the politicians to search for the arguments in favour of unrealized idea of common
Caucasian unity. The idea of “peaceful Caucasus” was a response and some alternative to S.Huntington’s
conception. Unlike the “Caucasian house”, it implies not a union of some kind, but determination of
common interests and formation of terms for peaceful co-existence through talks and agreements.

The politicians’ initiative was a basis for the international conferences, launched in 1997-1998 and
dedicated to the problems of common geopolitics and single cultural space of Caucasus. The same as
earlier, now great attention was turned to the search for historical-cultural principles of Caucasian
peoples’ unity. We'll cite here one characteristic fragment from the speech delivered by the then
Georgian Parliament chair Zurab Zhvania at the conference held in Tbilisi State University: “Caucasian
unity is not only a political conception. In fact, Caucasus is a diverse and, at the same time, homogenous
formation, a phenomenon, which was being formed over centuries and millennia, which has distinctly
determined authentic social and cultural institutions... This gives an opportunity to talk on single
Caucasian civilization phenomenon the founders of which — Caucasian peoples — despite religious and
ethnic differences are united by common values and similar mentality”.

The then Minister of Culture of Georgia mentioned at the same conference: “We, Caucasian
peoples, are one whole — historically and geopolitically, we, essentially, are kindred peoples by
psychophysical order, “Caucasian character”, appearance, temperament, moral, ideals”.

The politicians’ opinion and its basis are quite clear. But at the conference the scholars and
researchers stressed the existence of essentially different systems of peoples and states to the North and
South of the Caucasus Range and the need to take this fact into consideration while
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discussing the issue of a single Caucasian space (or civilization). We should add that the difference is
most vivid among the peoples living at one side of the Caucasus Range as well.

We may be charmed by the idea of Caucasian unity. But it’s necessary to differentiate from one
another the wish for close cooperation in any field, for having a single platform on the political arena or
aspiration to have such in the future, and on the other part, the reality, which doesn’t or less coincide
with the wish. To express in other words, political (on the one part) and cultural-civilizational (on the
other part) realities, orientations, experience differ from one another.

The idea of reaching unity of Caucasus or some of its regions, in any case, exists (and, most likely,
may exist) over last centuries only as an ideal to which the people, living in it, strive. But to look at first
sight at the historical panorama is quite enough to be convinced of the talk being groundless in regard to
some harmony and unity of the Caucasian peoples.

Actualization and politization of the problems of cultural and religious identity in the Post-Sovier
era. Within the framework of our cource, religion intends not the theological doctrine or an institute,
but the central system, which designs a civilization. On the other hand, formation of religion is
determined by the civilization, as a certain response to a chellenge of environment. The religion forms a
system of values, and the individual and group values are based on them.

The issues of cultural and civilizational identity acquired special topicality. Along with the
scientists, they are more often becoming an object of the politicians’ interest. Research of identity along
with theoretical study acquires practical importance as well, because it gives an opportunity to
determine the present-day and future cultural-political reference points.

Determination of civiliational identity, quite often, is considered to be a means for overcoming the
crisis, experienced by the states being in the process of forming.

The problems of cultural and civilizational identity are most topical for the so-called small nations
and peoples, whose mentality, according to Milan Kundera, is determined by a permanent search for
their own importance. For the peoples of Caucasus, Georgians involved, the case becomes far more
complicated by the factor of their being at the turn of cultures and civilizations. Caucasus, both
historically and now, is a bridge connecting the West and the East, the North and the South, a crossroad
of civilizations and, correspondingly, an area where the interests of various forces intersect. Caucasus is
that very region, which has been for centuries characterized by an organic merging of integrational and
disintegrational tendencies and dynamic balance.

By the prognosis of the conflicts of civilizations, the peoples, living on the boundary dividing
civilizations, are destined to become a battlefield for bloody clashes between the civilizations. This
rather unfavorable perspective instigates research of the problems of identity. Georgians belong to such
peoples. If we remember that the historical past of the peoples living on the crossroad of cultures and
civilizations is, as a rule, a search for the forms of the fight for their surviving and a form of more or less
successful realization, it becomes clear that they have special interest in the problems mentioned above.

According to the theories of local civilizations (N.Danilevski, A.Toynbee, S.Huntington, etc),
religon is one of the main determinants of civilization. But it would not be right to consider religion as a
single and most important parametre of the culture/civilization. It can bring us to the alternative
conclusions. The example of Georgia is one of the most evident cases. It would be mentioned the two
different versions of the civilizational belongingf Georgia, based on the abovemetioned characteristic ans
resulting to the different conclusions.

One of these viewpoints offers Georgia as a part of Western Christian civilization. The other parts of
the same civilization are Byzantium, armenia, Russia snd some minor unities. But the East-Christian
world is not homogenous and monotonous, and the religion belonging to this unity not always means
the civilization coincidence. Furthermore, the religion parametre may be stable for a long time, but the
changes of other civilizational characteristics may led to the transformation

113



of the civilizational identity. For example, the religion characteristic of Georgia has not changed during
the centuries, but it is not easy to define its civilizational belonging, because of shifting of other
characteristics and civilizational environment as well.

The version of belonging of Georgia to the Euroasian civilization can be disposed in the same
framework. This viewpoint is widespread among the Russian politicians and a part of the Georgian
political ellite.

Another version, based on the same parametre, assumes that Georgia is a part of the Western
Civilization, because it was one of the first European countries, where Christianity was established as a
state religion as early as in the 4% century, and European civilization is based on the same Christian
values. For the group of the Georgian researchers and politicians this opinion is a doubtless conclusion,
but there is another group which prefers to find more convincing arguments.

Religion often functions as a factor separating the two communities. The belligerenr groups are
differentiated by speaking different languages, having leaved somewhat segregated from one another
with different social organization. adherence of the conflicting groups to different religions has been an
adiitional factor in their mutial hostility and distrust. Ethnicity, and not religion, has been politicized. In
this framework, religion has merely ocuupied a place among other determinants of ethnic identity.
Whenever religion has been used, it has been as a political tool rather then for its own aims.

Neither religious identity, and surely not theological perspecrives have been the primary factors
inderpinning the politization of the parties. The polarization is based on ethnic and political grounds.

Religion as a factor in the contemporary conflicts of the Caucasus. The roots of conflicts. It is not
enough that the two communities in conflict hold different religious beliefsin order ti describe the
conflict as religious in character. Religion must be on the agenda of the conflict; religiom must be an
issue os the conflict or conflict must be understood in clearly religious terms by at least one os the sides.
is has been advanced that one can speak of the involvment of religion in a conflict where at least one of
the following conditions is met: 1) At least one party refers to a religious body of thinking to legitimize
conflict behavior; 2) the polarization of partie is undrpinned by religious identity or theological
perspectives.

Since the 1960s in most perts of the world ethnopolitical conflicts has been an incresing source of
concern in the international arena. One of the proncipal findings of research has been the effectiveness
od solutions of regional autonomy. The scientists have observed that creating an autonomy as a conflict-
solving mechanism is both a theoretical and a practical option for the perties. However, the record of
autonomy in the empirical context of the former Soviet Union does not seem to corroborate the more
posotive e[periences connected with autonomy in other parts of the world.

In the Soviet Union the autonomous structures were given no actual autonomy or real political
power. The power remained in Moscow. The autonomies never became autonomous. The second
strategy was to use national delimitation to create sources of dissent among the Caucasian peoples. A
number of borders between ethnic communities were drawn in such a way not to correspond with the
demographic realities. The roots of conflicts in the Caucasus had been directly created by Sovier rule.

The fact should me mentioned that there are numerous minoroties of various sizes and problems
both in Georgia and Azerbaidjan, but only those that were the holders of an autonomous status actually
rebelled. The ethnic minoroties (e.g. the Abkhaz, the Karabakh Armenians) weigh very much lighter
demographically than their neighbours and former overlords.The fact tha despite these figures the
conflict led to their relative victories was promarily due to internal disorder in
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Azerbaijan and Georgia, and quite overt Russian and Armenian support for the ambitions of the
minorotites.

Some of the researcers nite, that the role of religion as a variable affecting stability is often
overplayed by most Western analysts. For example, the conflicts in the Caucasus have been variously
painted as a conflict between Muslim Azerbaijan and Christian Armenia, or the Muslim Checnya against
Orthodox Russia. Religious affilation is but one of many variables influencing political and social
changes. In and of itself, however, religion is not the critical variable deciding the future of the region.

Many of the authors have identified ethnic diversity as a key factor of the conflicts. During the
Soviet era, potential catalists of conflict, such as religious and ethnic diversity, were tightly suppressed.
The resurgence of communal identitties among the Caucasian nationalities has been the decisive factor
in allowingethnic mobilization to turn into outright conflict. The primary reason for the uncreasingly
conflictual attitude of minorirties is the strengthening of group identity.

One clear source of conflicts in the Caucasus has been the awakening of assumed promordial
identities such as tribe, ethnicity or religion. These identities are very much tied to social and political
circumstances. The ethnic mobilization usually takes place in an atmosphere of conflict with another
communal group.

Another method of obliterating ethnic identity is to impose an ideology in its place. In the case of
the former Sovier Union, the Communist ideology was though to gradually erase differences between
peiple and create a New Man. The “nationa”’l units making up the USSR were not ethnically
homogenous; the result of this hrterogeneity was an ezplicit or implicit policy of assimilation of
minorities by the “titular nationality” of the units. For these minorities the question of personal anf
group identity was highly comlicated.

Although the Soviet identity was supposed to be strongest and deepest, that was often not the case:
people adopted a Soviet identity at the side of, but not in place of, their communal identity. The
primary, traditional identities of nation, religion or region is a process that can take place only gradually
and very reluctantly. Furthermore, the Soviet class-inspired identity was largely inapplicable tj the
Caucasian peoples.

The main consequence of the dissolution of the Sovier Union was the withering away of the Soviet
identity for the peoples of the Caucasus. The overlapping identity which held the peoples of the union
together was no linger present. This constitutes a factor in the eruption of violent conflicts.

The process of nation-building in the Caucasus has not been successful. The governments have been
unable to make munorities feel a part of the state.

Another main factor of the conflicts in the Caucasus is the strucrural instability. Beside the legasy of
the Soviet territorial structure in the region, there are several other factors underlying the political
instability of the Caucasian states. Beyond the concequences of the Soviet legacy for state structure, it
has resulted in a population unfamiliar with participatory politics. Another crucial factor has been the
dramatic decline in economic production.

One of the factors is territoria control. Four of the Caucasian conflicts consist of an ethnically based
autonomous area.

S.Huntington, as well as Russian analysts claim that informal coalitions were developing along
civilizational lines. The predominance of this kind of thinking led to difficulty in understanding of the
Caucasian conflicts. The underlying factor determining the relations between Caucasian peoples is not a
civilizational divide based on religion but simpy a combination of nationalism and national interests.

The complex domestic, cultural, regional and international factors underlying many of the conflicts
in the Caucasus. Although each situation is unique, several factors are at play in a
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number of disputes. Key domestic and cultural elements include the Soviet legacy, ethnic and
religious differences, instability of the current transnational period, the growing problem of
corruption, and increasing economic inequalities caused by the uneven distribution of wealth, which
often overlaps with competition of natural resources. International factors include the contest for
political and economic influence in the region by Russia, Turkey, Iran and the West.
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