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The presented abstracts book includes the summary of the reports of the
Interdisciplinary National Scientific Conference Problems of Studying the Highland Region of
Eastern Georgia held on March 4, 2022 in Georgian and English.

The aim of the conference was to actualize the problems of studying the history of the
highland region of Eastern Georgia, to popularize the cultural values of itito present the
history and modernity of the region. The conference was held within the framework of the
grant project of the Rustaveli National Science Foundation "Demography of the Truso Valley
and Cultural Identities of the Population.”
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Giorgi Gogochuri
Georgian National Museum,
Oth.Lordkipanidze Centre of Archaelogy

The Kura-Araxes Sites in Eastern Georgian Highlands
and their Research Perspectives

The sites of the Kura-Araxes culture have been discovered both in the lowla-
nds and highlands of eastern Georgia. Basic activities of the Kura-Araxes comm.u-
nities were agriculture, animal husbandry and metalwork. As it turns out, Caucasus
region in Early Bronze Age was one of the most developed mining metallurgical cen-
tres. However, one of the basic issues in the study of early metallurgy of this region is
that the mining metallurgical cores of the Early Bronze Age have not been discovered
yet. Mining centres in Georgia have been found and studied mainly in the highlands of
western Georgia — in Abkhazia, Svaneti and Ratcha. Ancient mines of copper, arsenic
and antimony in these regions are dated back to 3" millennium BCE (Abkhazia) and
mid 2™ millennium BCE (Svaneti, Ratcha). The relation between these metallurgical
centres and the Kura-Araxes culture has not been determined yet. Sakdrisi ancient
gold mine is the only metallurgical site, which has been used during the early phase of
the Kura-Araxes culture. In western Georgia the Kura-Araxes culture spread only in
the eastern part of it — in lowlands and foothills, but did not expand in highlands. In
fact, until 1980s Kura-Araxes sites in eastern Georgian highlands were unknown.
Since then settlements and cemeteries of this period were discovered there. These sites
are situated on the south and north sides of the Greater Caucasus range, on the height
of 1700-2200 masl and mainly are concentrated in the upper stream of the Aragvi,
Tergi and Arghuni rivers. Test trenches were made at few of the sites (settlements of
Sviana Rostianebi in Mtiuleti, cemeteries of Giorgitsminda and Mutso in Khevsureti
(Dusheti municipality), and cemetery of Tqgarsheti in Khevi (Kazbegi municipality).
Besides, some other settlements were recorded in Mna and Juta (Kazbegi municipali-
ty), Giorgitsminda and Shatili (Khevsureti, It is noteworthy, that, according to the ge-
ological survey, in the eastern Georgian highlands are present copper and antimony
ore deposits. Copper ore deposits are confirmed in Devdoraki and Khde valleys
(Kazbegi municipality). In the same municipality are found antimony ore deposits —
nearby Tqarsheti and Sno. At the border of Khevsureti and Tusheti is situated Chontio
copper ore deposit.



The presence of the Kura-Araxes settlements in the eastern Georgian highlands
is interesting from many perspectives. First of all, it should be noted that the probable
population growth in the lowlands should not be seen as the reason why the Kura-
Araxes culture expanded into the highlands; moreover, the amount of the settlements
recorded in the lowlands does not support the idea of the demographic boom. Accor-
ding to the other explanation, the possible development of the sheep-breeding within
the animal husbandry prompted the expansion of the Kura-Araxes culture into the
highlands, though the osteological data from the lowland settlements does not neces-
sarily confirm this assumption: the amount of sheep-goat and cattle remains are almost
equal.

It is not unlikely, that the appearance of the Kura-Araxes settlements in the
eastern Georgian highlands may have been related to the mining activities. The
presence of the ore deposits there supports this opinion. We think that the complex,
interdisciplinary research of the archaeological sites and the mineralisation belt would
answer many interesting questions like the one about the expansion of the Kura-
Araxes culture in the highlands of eastern Georgia.
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Giorgi Sosiashvili
Gori State Teaching University

Patara Liakhvi gorge and Historical Savakhtango

The villages in the upper part of the Patara Liakhvi gorge seem to have been ca-
lled "Savakhtango". This is confirmed by Vakhushti Batonishvili. At the beginning of
the XIV century, one of the villages of Patara Liakhvi gorge, Atsriskhevi Vakhtang 111
handed over Ksani to Eristavi Shalva Kvenipneveli. The village of Atsriskhevi in Pa-
tara Liakhvi gorge is located above Vanati (northeast) (according to Vakhushti, the
villages of Patara Liakhvi gorge were called "Savakhtango”). It seems that before a
part of the Little Liakhvi gorge was handed over to Shalva Kvenipneveli, it was the
property of Vakhtang Il (possibly also a “Sauplitsulo” property (princely estates)).
We think that "Savakhtango" is connected with the name of Vakhtang I11. After the
villages of Atsriskhevi and Bekhushe were handed over to Shalva Kvenipneveli,the
influence of the Ksani nobility in the Little Liakhvi gorge intensified, and later most of
the villages in the gorge became their property. One part of the Patara Liakhvi gorge,
including Vanati, had retained the name of its old owner, Vakhtang Ill, until the late
feudal period.
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Ketevan Khutsishvili
Iv. Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

Materiality and symbolism of borders
(according to the ethnographic material of the gorge) -

The study of materiality and symbolism is one of the most important issues in
the border and frontier studies. Borders were considered as a physical-spatial pheno-
menon mainly from a political point of view, although it became interesting to study
its cultural aspect. The political burden of borders becomes even more important in the
modern world, when the political arrangement imposes high demands for control in
parallel with the existence of flexible borders. Borders are closely related to the
material environment. Therefore, it became important to analyze how people design
materially the borders, what is the load on the objects or artifacts that are used to mark
the borders. The symbolic artefacts make borders spatially visible, so they are
indispensable to society's "territorial alphabet."”

Khevi is a northern historical territorial unit of Georgia, which has been the
most important region in the history of Georgia as a border region. Khev consists the
Dariali gorge, which is called the northern gate in historical sources. The geographical
location of the region acquired a special significance after the declaration of indepen-
dence of Georgia. There is a border checkpoint in the Dariali gorge, which is the only
direct connection to the Russian Federation The Dariali gorge has been used for a long
time, connecting Georgia with the North Caucasus. It was of strategic importance that
led to the establishment of the fortress systems in the gorge.

Along with the political menng of the border, it is also important to load the
area with symbolic meanings. An important symbolic expression of statehood is the
border checkpoint itself. Its modernization, image and equipment is visibly presenting
the Georgan state. Newly established monasteries in the region are carrying a signific-
ant symbolic load. The Monastery of the Holy Apostles in Truso valley, the Monaste-
ry of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Monastery of the Holy Arch-
angels in Dariali gorge materially and symbolically visualize identity and serve as its
transparent demonstration.

Keywords: borders, materiality, symbols, transparent, monasteries.

19



503mbogmgo LogoMmMZgE™ml I00056gmol Igbfagarol 3OMdEggd0- Jmblighgdsms dm3wrg dobss@ligdo

Problems of studying the mountains of Eastern Georgia - Abstracts Book mdoeolo/Tbilisi - 4.03.2022.

OHmBYEO yIRIX 060
03. x535b0dz00m0b bsbgermdol

08o¢robol bsbgerdfoge «160396bod G0

bg30L LalsBE3MM Bmeol JMbMYMsBOMEIO M530UgdMMYdL6O

b930 — LodommM3gemlb LolaHIO™ OLEBHMMOME-9MbMYMIGRoME TbsMY - bods-
M039wml bobaMdmogo obEGHMMO0L 2o6d53wmdsd0 dsd FoMmdmoyqbos Lsdgzm
b9obBegdol oLLYMI6 gOMYME MHgAoMbL, 9gHMgMl, GMIgebsg J3994bols
BO©O0EM LYBOZOMOL 316309Ewo FMbs339070L OE3IS J39EIOMS.

H930L WM 35 ME-EIOOGHMOOIO GOMNJYo OB FoMdmngbowos ysbdg-
30U 3160303500 @gBHOL Labom s FoblszMMMmIIME HML SLEGWGdL J3994bol Lab-
©36M0L (330L5 O §3MmbMT03MMHO (3063300l 3MMboo (Lodbgmm ybs), 1939,
090 3608369035605 59 F9dmbobmeo gmbmy®mszomwo ms30l90IMgdgdoL mgzols-
BOHOLoMS3.

H930L OLEBHMMOME-9bMYHOR0YO FBIGOL Tlobgd LogmMogdM 3bMmdgd0s
O30 00L599399169900L (oMo Mmdom LsobBHMMOm dgEgddo, S0y dgjdboen
LoOLAMOOM MHBLGO5T0 (FoRdOMO, 39JMYIEHOL bgzol Lyywms Fo@osbgdo) s
390 GHMOMEo 3993300009Mmd0bdgawqddo. MIoMglos bggzol gmbma®megorwo sm-
09600wmd5603, OHMYMOE Fyodrm 53 oML BHMOIOEOWMWO Yymzobs s 3 EHMol
930bLEGHOMOMGOOLIMZ0L, M3 oHoWs® Jabol Msbsdg®mmazg bLmEom-3WwE Y-
o 30HME9LYdOL 5M9M0 bYRAgbEL. Bgdo b5IOMBOL Lv3zzwg30 MYToB03s3 LmMgo
59 3630930 085O0 ©H0RIRTS: JObMIBbMOM3MWMyomEo 331930l -
0OMEOYO0m A5dM3zwgboogm bgzol MsbsdgM™mazg 30maMgds; bggol Mo 5355006-
©IOo BodoMmm3geml ymxsdo; bgzol, Hmam®mE 2obbs3MmMgdwo 360d369wmdols
9Jmbg LEBPZOOL3OMS MYAOMbOL FBM3MYO5d0 53 BoJEBHOM FoB30MMIYGOMWO WM3s-
MO0 053059090 90560. sOfgMow 0dbs bggzdo sOLgdMEo bemiEom-93mbmdozmGo 30-
0560905, 3MHMdEGFs3H035, 299M3w0bs B396L MMIo dmddg bowbme MgMmdsms
3996560 s bmgsizogdo.

330930l 5M95¢0 5603M3M bgz0l obGHMmMome dofs-figoabga, HMmIgmog do-
Lo 3900l EMMOEID Imgdss OLRLE-U F905RgbMdIT0 S FodMzw0bs 0 sGlg-
00 M6599MHM39 LOOMO — gMb3ME JsMNzgms Qoblobegdol 5G9, om0
36MMd9d53 039, 90060300 0009bEHMd0L Lszombgdo.

U53356002 b03g3900: 5930, LobOBEOZOM BMEO, Foblobergds, sMGoo, JsOHMNZgEgdO.

20



50339 bodoMmMNZYML I0sbgmol Tglfogerol 3OrMdEYIGd0- BmblbYdsms dmgang Fobso®ligdo

Problems of studying the mountains of Eastern Georgia - Abstracts Book. mdoeobo/Tbilisi - 4.03.2022.

Rosetta Gujejiani
lvane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

Ethnographic features of the gorge boundary line

Khevi - the historical-ethnographic border region of Georgia - throughout Geo-
rgia's long history has always been a region loyal to the royal government, a unit res-
ponsible for protecting a specific section of the country's northern border.

The local-territorial unit of Khevi today consists Stephantsmindamunicipality
and it plays a special role in terms of border protection and in economic circulations
based on the communicational artery so-called military road. Khevi is interesting also
with the ethnographic characteristics.

Wide historical-ethnographic information regarding Kheviis preserved in the
medieval written historical monuments, locally created historical texts (for example, in
the Gergeti Chronicle of Khevi) and in the monuments of the cultural heritage. The
ethnographic descriptions of Kheviare also rich as a source for the reconstruction of
the traditional being and culture of this region. This reconstruction ensures the better
understanding of the modern socio-cultural processes. The research topic of my paper
in focused on this specific direction: to reveal the modern situation of Khevi based on
the methods of ethno-anthropological research; the role of the Khevi in the life of pre-
sent-day Georgia; local peculiarities due to the fact that Khevi as a border region has a
special importance.

The research has revealed the socio-economic situation and problems in Kheuvi,
the calendar of folk holidays and innovations happening nowadays. The study area
was extended to the historical territories of Khevi, which has became a part of the
RSFSRsince Soviet times, and was descried the modern situation there, the area of the
settlement of ethnic Georgians, their problems and issues of ethnic identity.

Keywords: gorge, border, accommodation, area, Georgians.
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Georgian oral narrations as source of Truso history-ethnological
subject for educational purposes

Andrezian (oral narrations) has a big place in the thinking system of the moun-
tain population of Georgia, especiallythe local and heroic narratives made for the sake
of the country.

Folklore narratives are also noteworthy in terms of research on the geographical-
migration issue of foreign ethnic groups in the mountains of Georgia. This time our
focus is on a few samples of Georgian oral tradition, which provide moreinformation
about "Truso", one of the historical-ethnographic region of the mountains of Eastern
Georgia, but, I would also like to say that unfortunately there is scarce material about
Truso.

We have obtained oral samples, which contain information about Truso of
various contents,it’s provided from the editorial offices of Academician Akaki Shani-
dze.

One of the samples of Georgian oral tradition narrates the raid of Ossetians in
Truso during the reign of Erekle 11 (1745-1798)according to legend, Erekle Il was
quite outraged by the looting of the local population and Ossetians, despite their ac-
tions, felt unpunished. Also, according to the report, it turns out that the Ossetians also
occupied the castle towers in Truso.

If we analyze these references of oral tradition together with the data of written
sources, it turns out, that they are intellectually in agreement with each other and com-
plement one another.?

For example: According to the 18th century Georgian historian Papuna Orbelia-
ni’s work, "The Story of Kartli": In 1746, the Ossetians living in Truso refused to obey
Erekle 11.King assembled army of aragvian saeristavo by command of jimsher and
sent it to truso(By this time BezhanAragviEristavi had already killed the rebellious
mountaineers in 1743),under the command of Jimsher, the army of Aragvi Saeristavo
captured 40 towers in Truso: They took forty towers, burned them, captured the Truss

%®Akaki Shanidze. Georgian Folk Poetry, I, Khevsuruli, Thilissi, 1931, p. 21.
PapunaOrbeliani, The Story of Kartlisani, published by EleneTsagareishvili, Tbilisi, 1981, p. 113.
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and destroyed everything. The Ossetians were defeated and the latter were forced to
obey the royal court again.

We believe that the sample of oral tradition presented and narrative source tell
the same historical fact in chronological and substantive terms, for example: the
written source emphasizes the toponym "Truso" and the struggle against the Ossetians
fortified in the towers, but there are no Khevsurians in it , instead, in the sample of
oral tradition, there is a legend, according to which Erekle also ordered the Khevsureti
to siege Truso:*’

The written source pays special attention to the fight against the Ossetians for-
tified in the towers, and the oral sample also emphasizes the fight against the Osse-
tians in the towers by the Khevsurians.

According to the “Story ofKartlisani” the army of AragviSaeristavo was sent by
Erekle in ,, Truso®“, Saeristao army is also mentioned in the folklore source.

Thus, in my opinion, a parallel comparison of the references of the two different
sources presented showed that they tell the same process. The sample of oral tradition
with a characteristic pattern presents the story of the battle in a different way and there
are found out the passages about which no information has been preserved in the
Georgian narrative historical sources of the Middle Ages, for example: names of low
social classes, surnames, etc ...

%’ Akaki Shanidze. Georgian Folk Poetry, I, Khevsuruli, Thilisi, 1931, p. 21.
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Hydronomic (toponymic) system of the northern part of Kartli

The purpose of research. The northern part of Kartli Dvaleti is distinguished by
its natural diversity, which is reflected in the toponymy. Hydronymia is a part of
toponymy that is distinguished by various linguistic facts in the region. In this regard,
we must rely on the works of Vakhushti Bagrationi, the maps of which are a guide.
The region has been part of the Nikozi diocese since ancient times, which indicates the
spread of the Georgian language and culture.

Both in ancient and late feudal times, the Machabeli nobility included the val-
leys of the region, inhabited places: Java, Khtsve, Mskhlebi, Javriki, Akhalsopeli, Bor-
gnisi, Tkhela, Buzala, Sokhta, Mdzivi, Koshka, Elbaketi, Damtsvara, Matskhovari, Ki-
rtsina and others.

Vakhushti Bagrationi mentions the hydronym of Dvaleti, as it was written by the
locals of Dvaleti. Namely the names of rivers, ravines, springs, glacier. He writes:
"The country is very tough, invincible from enemies, with great and fast rivers". ...
"Dvaleti is divided into ravines -Kasri ravine, Zramag, Zhghele, Narad, Zrogod,
Zakhad" ... Positively in the first place is the geographical name: Tagauri water, Kur-
tulis water, Zhghele water, Buzali water, Borgnisi water, Shevardeni water, Joi water,
Tli gorge, Koshki gorge, Roki gorge, Khachapuri gorge, Edisi water, Chelat water, Sa-
kiri water, Erman water, Dzivi water and many more.

Keywords: Kartli, North, Region, Hydronyms, Toponyms, Vakhushti Bagrationi.
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For identification of one clergyman’s activity in the Truso Valley

The purpose of our research is to identify a Georgian clergyman killed by Ossetians in
the Truso Valley and to determine the reasons for his murder.
Methods. The research is based on the following methods: causal-comparative analy-
sis, synthesis, system analysis. Research results. The first source for this research rep-
resents a document kept in the fund oftheChancellery of the Exarchate of Georgia.
From the studied material it was revealed that loseb Surguladze was a Georgian cler-
gyman killed in Truso Valley, namely in Abano Parish. The archival material also
sheds light on the reason for the murder of the priest Joseph - the clergyman refused to
marry an 8-year-old girl and a 12-year-old boy, which became the reason for his mur-
der.
Discussion.The Ossetian Theological Commission (1774-1861) and the Society for the
Restoration of Orthodox Christianity in the Caucasus (1863-1917) serve as an impo-
rtant sources for studying the religious situation in the Truso Valley, as well as mate-
rials preserved in the Chancellery of the Exarchate of Georgia, which contain impor-
tant information about the religious situation in the Truso Valley in this case, specifi-
cally about the identity of the clergy, their social, economic, religious and educational
life. These materials are also interesting in the sense that they present the important
problems that the clergy of the Truso Valley had at that time, and they asked exarchs
to obtain the appropriate permission in order to solve these problems. The elaboration
of the document around the research topic selected by us once again convinced us of
the difficult situation in which the Georgian clergy had to work. The situation was
aggravated not only by climatic conditions, material poverty, the deplorable condition
of churches and monasteries, but also by the disobedience of the population (Osse-
tians). Newly Christianized Ossetians often reverted to old customs and disobeyed the
ecclesiastical way of life practiced by Georgian clergy. The case of the priest Joseph
represents a clear proof of this. loseb Surguladze, with his gentle paternal perception,
asked the family members who wanted to marry their children to wait at least a few
more years but they did not accept the advice and with unpleasant words forced the
priest to follow an illegal rule. The Georgian clergyman did not back down either,
which unfortunately ended in a tragic result for him.
Keywords. Truso Valley, Abano Parish,religious situation,clergy, priest Joseph.
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Features of Georgian-Ossetian cultural relations according
to church records (1828-1917)

Purpose of the study. The purpose of our study is to determine the features of
Georgian-Ossetian cultural relations on the example of the population of the Truso
Valley.

Methods. The study is based on the following methods: comparative-historical
method, causal-comparative analysis, synthesis, system analysis.

Study Results.One of the most important primary sources for this study are
church records, the same "metric books". On the basis of the studied materials, the fol-
lowing was revealed: the mentioned archival materials shed light on the religious situ-
ation in the Truso Valley, as well as family ties and relations of the population of
Truso with Georgians;

One of the most important sources for researchers in studying the population of
Georgia in the 19th century, the structure of families, their social groups, kinship rela-
tionships, gender and age, religious or ethnic composition and migration processes is
church records, the same “matric books”.The Georgia-Imereti Synod Bureau maintai-
ned these records in 1818-1921(in some cases, church records up to 1930 can be
found).Registration of birth and baptism of newborns, as well as weddings and deaths
were recorded annually by the local clergy.

Metric books were kept in the parish church. A copy of the document was
made, and the original remained in the church, while the copy was sent to the “Geor-
gia-Imereti Synod Bureau”.The records were checked by the rura dean of deanery -
the original and the copy were compared with each other. The verified document was
signed and sealedby the rural dean.

According to the territorial-administrative division of the 19th century, the
Truso Valley, like Khevi, was part of the mountainous area of Dusheti district of the
Thilisi province, and according to the church structure, the population of Truso was
divided into the parishes of Abano and Kobi®®, a care for which was initially entrusted

According to the territorial and administrative division, Truso, like the Khevi, was included in the
Thilisi province, which was first part of Dusheti district in 1802-1803, from 1803 — of Ananuri
34



to the "Ossetian EcclesiasticalCommission”, staffed by the Georgian clergy.
After studying the parishes of Kobi and Abano, the features of Georgian-Ossetian cul-
tural relations were revealed, namely:

It turned out that in the parishes of Kobi and Abano, until the beginning of the
20th century, services were performed by the Georgian clergy in the Georgian lan-
guage.

The surnames of all local residents are registered with -shvili suffixes.Since
the 1890s, a change in surnames with the Russian suffixes -ov//- ev is observed (in ge-
neral, this trend is observed throughout Georgia).

In the population of Truso, there are such common Georgian names for men
and women as:Parnaozi, Levani, Zakaria, Daviti, Kristephore, Keflani, Tedo, Ninia
and other. Woman's names — Nino, Tekle, Ketevan, Keke/Kekelo, Pepelo, Tinatini,
Tamari, Magdana, Melania, Babale, Makrine, Maia, Khoreshan, Kaltamze. From the
female names, we came across the name Dedopali (Queen) and others.The man’s na-
me Eristavi, which should come from the institution of the Georgian civil servant —
Eristavi.There is also a man’s name Bazali, which is still a surname in one of the villa-
ges of the Kazbegi municipality.

Cases of kinship relations such as Godparenthood(relations between godpa-

rents and parents of child)between the population of Truso and the population of
Khevi and Mtiuleti, as well as mixed marriages were revealed.
Surnames that are also found in Truso and in the villages of Khevi - for example,
Aidarashvili, Arjinashvili, Babeshvili / Babashvili, Eloshvili, Kobiashvili and others,
but people with these surnames living in Truso are registered as Ossetians, while those
living in the villages of Khevi are registered as Georgians.

In the parishes of Abano and Kobi, in exceptional cases, the service was
performed by the clergy of the Khevi parishes - Stepantsminda, Sno, Sioni, Kanobi.

It can be said that church books are a rich source for the study of kinship rela-
tions of people living in the Truso Valley, godparenthood(relations between godpa-
rents and parents of child), nationality of those getting married, its social origin, status
or mixed marriages.

Keywords. Truso Valley, Metric Books, Parishes of Kobi and Abano, Religious Situa-
tion, Clergy, Godparenthood(relations between godparents and parents of child), Ma-
rriage.

district and in 1821-1929 it again became the part of Dusheti district.In 1840, the Dusheti district
was reorganized - the administrative-territorial division into districts - Khevi and the Truso Valley

became part of the mountainous district.
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Truso Valley Population 1922-1935 (Demographics and Activities)

The research goal is a study of population (number of inhabitants) of villages
entering into Truso and Kobi rural councils, their social structure, forms and types of
activity, economic status, living conditions and specific causes of death (conflicts, na-
tural phenomena, epidemics)

Research results are obtained through processing of documentary materials kept in the
National Archives of Georgia. We have used the following methods: a) critical (analy-
tical) method of study ofsources — when studying available vital records and official
documents concerning the problem; b) comparison method, which allowed us to single
out specific aspects of problemsrelated to demographic, household and economic
activity of Truso and Kobi valleys population; c) statistical method, which has been
used in the process of factual data accounting, classification and analysis.

Resulting from processing of primary sources kept in the National Archives of Geor-
gia, namely the certificates of birth, marriage, divorce and death issued in 1922-1935
it was established that in the mentioned years the following villages are recorded in
the Truso and Kobi rural councils: Mna, Resi, Karatkau, Gimara, Okrokana, Abano,
Suatisi Shevardeni, Desi, ZemoUkhati, Kobi, Tepi, Baidara, Zakagori, Tsotsolta, Ket-
risi, Almasiani, Burmasigi, Nogkau, Falagkau, Sakuriani, Dzuarikau, Brasto, Ereto,
Nogkau.

These villages were settled by Ossetian population. There are almost no blended
families there. Population mainly created a homogenous social group — the vast majo-
rity was represented by countrymen, though two categories of peasantry were distin-
guished — individual economic men and collective farmers. There were some educati-
onal institutions there, since a teacher is mentioned as a status of several inhabitants.
The population was engaged in cattle farming, among which the sheep breeding was
the most advanced, though, a cattle stock is counted in certain amount. Self-reliant
cropping farms and handicrafts are feebly but still marked. According to death certi-
ficates one can establish that some diseases were spread from time to time in the
valley that became a reason of human death, unfortunately, the names of diseases are
not mentioned in the recordings. Tuberculosis and migraine cases are registered as
well.

Key words.Truso, social status, birth, marriage, death.
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Nana Firanishvili, lago Kazalikashvili
Stepantsminda Historical Museum

For the issue of annual monitoring of the Trsuso Valley

The aim of the research is to reflect and disseminate the results of the monito-
ring of the historical monuments and other material materials of the Truso Valley.
Truso Valley includes 19 abandoned villages today. These villages are wonderful
examples of typical mountain dwellings of the late Middle Ages. Along with the
historical settlements, there are also late modern settlements in the valley. From the
80s of the XX century, the valley began to be gradually emptied of its population.
Nomadic life began in the valley in the following years: during the summer a large
number of sheep and cows graze in the valley. Shepherds choose their habitats in vill-
ages, often in castles and towers, causing serious damage to cultural heritage sites and
sites. The passage of time, of course, puts its mark on the monuments and their condi-
tion worsens from year to year.

The purpose of the monitoring is to annually record the condition of the monu-
ments (with photographs), the monitoring also aims to popularize cultural heritage
monuments among the population, increase their awareness of the importance of
monuments and their maintenance. The monuments are monitored by the Stepantsmi-
nda Historical Museum and the non-governmental organization ,,Lomek*.

2012-2015 There was a monitoring specialist staff at the Stepantsminda Histo-
rical Museum. After the abolition of the specialist place, the monuments are monitored
annually by us (I. Kazalikashvili and N. Firanishvili), on our own initiative, without
any remuneration.

Brief chronology of Truso monitoring:

¢+ Monitoring started in 2012;

¢+ Monitoring is carried out annually;

«» Some of the monitoring material is uploaded on the Cultural Heritage
Portal, the majority in the Stepantsminda Historical Museum.

% During the monitoring, photos are taken and monuments are fixed;

++ Photofixation of each monument and object is carried out in detail.

% The monument is not measured. GPI coordinates are taken and marked
on the map.

42



7/
o0

X/
L %4

7/
L X4

X/
L X4

X/
L X4

3

A

Since there are no permanent residents in the valley, records cannot be
collected. Ethnographic items (wooden jars) were donated to the museum
by one of the temporary residents.

The status of a cultural heritage monument in the Truso Valley has been
granted to 16 monuments by Order Ne3 / 133 of March 30, 2006 and Ne3
/ 238 of November 4, 2010. Among them, the complex of Zakagori to-
wers with a fence has been granted the status of a national monument of
cultural heritage.

We have registered more than 60 objects with a monument mark (eg Kar-
tsofeli village church, Kvemo Desi back tower, Mnis back tower, Tsotso-
Ita church and back tower, Ketrisi petroglyph, Zemo Desi fortress houses,
Tefi Joshi Kochi church etc.).

Almost every monument in the Truso Valley needs conservation and
restoration.

The main cause of damage to monuments is natural-disaster. Recently,
however, significant damage has been done to the monuments by human
impact: residential areas have been used as stalls by nomadic shepherds
in the valley. Since there is less fuel (firewood) in the valley, they used
the wood material of the roofs of the buildings as fuel. There is also arbi-
trary rough intervention for the purpose of "restoration” of monuments
(construction with modern building materials).

Movable monuments are also monitored.

The Church of St. Mary in Mna housed 7 bowls of metal donated to the
church (including one with an inscription) and nine small bells, which by
the summer of 2021 were no longer found in the church. In August 2018,
together with the clergy of the diocese, we registered the church items
kept in the churches. Churches are mostly surviving simple crosses of the
recent period and icons depicted on paper, as well as units of donated
paper and metal (late 19th and twentieth centuries). The clergy brought
from the churches to the diocese: one icon attached to a wooden board, a
brass cross, a three-candle metal candlestick, and a metal cross embedded
in a tree with the image of St. George.

During the monitoring, previously unregistered objects were revealed: vi-
Ilage. Tsilisi (sivreta) castle-house (tower?), Res tower with petroglyphs
and castle-house, Upper Tefi church, Petroglyph stone built into the wall
in Kvemo Tefi, Jimarashi tower (one floor is preserved), Tsotsoltai Ce-
metery stone statues, Swatisi Valley Church, tombs in Ketris and shrine
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niche with petroglyphs, Agatkau Church and cemetery with Georgian
inscriptions.
Based on Truso's annual monitoring, the Stepantsminda Museum has publi-
shed:

% Tourist map of the gorge (authors: A. Gelashvili, G. Zagashvili, D. Ga-
chechiladze, I. Kazalikashvili, O. Tsamalaidze), 2017, which shows the
churches-monasteries, niches, castles of the Truso gorge.

% Truso Valley Guide (Authors: Ana Gelashvili, Nana Firanishvili, lago

Kazalikashvili, Giorgi Zagashvili), 2020.

+« Founded by Ana Gelashvili, Nana Piranishvili, lago Kazalikashvili, Gio-
rgi Zagashvili and held an ethno-festival in Truso, which will be held
annually and will take on a traditional look.

Keywords: monitoring, Truso, gorge, settlements, historical monuments, Publications,
Festival.
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Tamar Lekaidze
Telavi lakob Gogebashvili State University

From the history of anti-Soviet struggle in Tusheti

Purpose of the study. The article deals with the work of anti-Soviet organization of
Tusheti “Samani” (“youth struggling for the flourish of Georgia”).During the World
War I, when empires fought each other for hegemony in the world, Tushetian people
were not afraid of Soviet terror and stood next to those patriot people who aimed to
overthrow Soviet regime, free Georgia from Russian authority and to take the country
safely out of Russian-German war.

In the 40-ies of the XX century, national-liberation movement in Georgia ap-
peared in difficult historical conditions. Tushetian society for whose consciousness the
essence of Nazism and Fascism was unfamiliar and who were sure of the victory of
the German army who approached the Caucasian mountains linked the fortune of the
country to the European states, created anti-Soviet organization “Samani” and
assumed implementation of diplomatic mission. They considered the defeat of Soviet
Union by Germany as a favorable guarantee for the independence of Georgia. Exactly
patriotic force of Tushetians incorporated in “Mountaineers’ union” of the Caucasus
and confronted Soviet totalitarian government with the joint forces. They sacrificed
themselves for the struggle of Georgian independence.

Reviewing the movement of “Samani” —anti —Soviet organization in Tusheti in the 40-
ies of the XX century has great importance not only for national-liberation movement
in Georgia, but for clarification of national political situation in the Caucasus.

Key words: World War 11, “Samani”, Tusheti, Chechnya, Germany, Soviet regime.
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Jaba Labadze
Wikimedia Georgia User Group WikiClub Coordinator,
Surami 2nd Public School History Teacher

Eastern Georgia Highlands as a free encyclopedia in Wikipedia

Purpose of the study.Wikipedia is a voluntary project from the beginning to the
end and anyone can submit an article to it, however the necessary rule must be follo-
wed: the article submitted to Wikipedia must be accompanied by a reliable and verifi-
able source. The advantage of Wikipedia is also that it can upload photos to it.

The report presents the author's observations - how the free encyclopedia reflects the
important geographical, administrative and political points of the Eastern Highlands
region.

The mountains of eastern Georgia are incompletely represented in Wikipedia,
and what is written is based on the outdated "Georgian Soviet Encyclopedia™. The ra-
vine and its component Truso gorge are the worst represented from the mountainous
corners of Eastern Georgia. Tusheti is presented in a relatively better but insufficient
way.

Of the four crossings on the border (used in 2006, Geographical Atlas of
Georgia, published by Gia Karchkhadze), only two are in Wikipedia, and that is from
the Georgian Soviet Encyclopedia.

None of the 10 rivers in the Truso Valley on the same atlas, which are the right
and left tributaries of the Tergi, are included in the Georgian Wikipedia.

Of the 17 peaks on the border, only seven are included in Wikipedia, most of
which are still sourced from the Georgian Soviet Encyclopedia, and one is based on a
Russian source (Mount Jimara). As for the villages, architectural and archeological
monuments are relatively better here. Wikipedia includes almost all 85% of the villa-
ges and monuments in the mountains of eastern Georgia.

Due to the importance of Wikipedia, it is necessary to include all non-existent
articles, enrich existing articles and translate them at least in English.

Key words: Free Encyclopedia, Eastern Georgia mountain, Truso and Tergi valleys,
Caucasus crossings.
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Lia Akhaladze
Sokhumi State University

Paleographic features of the epigraphic
monuments of the Truso Valley

Purpose of the study. Gathering written material from the Truso Valley, a
comprehensive study, and a cultural-historical study have not been carried out un-
til recently. Truso's epigraphy first attracted attention in 1957, when the Truso ste-
la was discovered at the confluence of the Tergi and Suat rivers, and was immedia-
tely relocated to Orjonikidze, now the capital of the North Ossetian Autonomous
Republic, called Vladikavkaz.

In 1960, an extensive work was dedicated to Truso Stela by Russian linguist
Giorgi Turchaninov, who considered the monument to be an Ossetian text, written
in the Syriac-Nestorian alphabet. While the Georgian alphabet ,Mkhedruli” is
clearly read on the stela, which is marked by local variations and is characteristic
of stone calligraphic schools of the mountainous regions of Georgia.

Research Methods: Historical-Comparative Method, Content Analysis, Lib-
rary Research.

Epigraphic monuments of Truso were first assembled, described, measured,
photographed and illustrated by art expert Giorgi Gagoshidze, after arriving twice
in Trusso, in 2018-2020. The researcher first collected and published 21 Georgian
inscriptions in the collective monograph "Truso-Historical and Ethnocultural
Problems" with the relevant archeographic description. The author included the
above-mentioned Truso stela inscription in the catalog of Georgian inscriptions
and quite rightly criticized Giorgi Turchaninov's entire reading of the inscription.

In September, 2021, as part of the Truso Expedition, we surveyed the epig-
raphic monuments of the region and carried out the related work. Based on pre-
vious studies and analysis of material collected during our expedition, a number of
issues and problems have been identified in the study of Truso's written monu-
ments. The general description of Truso's epigraphic monuments emphasizes the
fact that only Georgian inscriptions and Russian-language tombstone epitaphs are
found in the region.

The lower chronological limit of Georgian inscriptions is the X century and
most of the inscriptions are tombstone epitaphs, which are mainly dated to the XIX
or early XX century.
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The oldest Georgian epigraphic monument is carved on the south facade of
the Church of the Mother of God in Mna, on the very first stone from the founda-
tion. The inscription dates back to the construction period of the temple - X - XI
centuries and tells the history of the construction of the temple.

In the material found during the expedition, we have monuments in both
Asomtavruli and Mkhedruli scripts.

Although medieval Georgian inscriptions are present in small numbers, we
emphasize that no other written culture of this era is read in the epigraphy of the
region. There are many more Georgian inscriptions in the form of 19th century
tombstone epitaphs. The given material unequivocally indicates that Truso was the
area of spread of Georgian written culture. Moreover, from a palaeographic point
of view, Truso, as a separate historical-geographical region, created a peculiar, local
variant of the stone calligraphic school, which is typical for the mountainous
regions of Georgia.

This local variant is echoed by the Mkhedruli inscription of Truso stela and
all the inscriptions made in the Mkhedruli alphabet of the following period in the
valleys of Truso and Mna.

What palaeographic features and peculiarities are found in the epigraphic
relics of Truso?

¢ First of all, it is interesting that a large part of the monuments are made
in Mkhedruli script, however, we also have inscriptions of Asomtavruli
and Mkhedrulimixed with Nuskhuri.

% Asomtavruli inscriptions violate the traditions of the two-line writing
grid, for example in the 10th century inscription of the Archangel Mna.
This fact can also be considered as a kind of dating fact.

% In the inscription of the Church of the Archangel in Mna we have the
amulet and punctuation marks, but in the inscriptions of the late period it
is seldom found.

% It seems that by the 10th century the Asomtavruli alphabet was still do-
minant in the Georgian written culture of the Truso region.

% It is noteworthy that in all historical parts of Georgia in Georgian epigra-
phic monuments we can find all three levels of the Georgian alphabet, all
three alphabets Asomtavruli, Nuskha-Khutsuri and Mkhedruli. The vast
majority of Truso's inscriptions are mostly in Mkhedruli script.

% The inscriptions made in Mkhedruli alphabet also have peculiarities, in
particular, in the inscriptions presented here the Mkhedruli alphabet,
which is usually placed in a four-line writing grid, often sits in a two-line
grid in the Truso inscriptions.
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¢ This is unnatural, but it can be explained. It seems that the Asomtavruli
alphabet had a dominant place in the written culture of the valley throu-
ghout the Middle Ages, therefore, the military alphabet was also reflected
in the two-line writing grid under the influence of Asomtavruli.

% There are other palaeographic features as well

% Despite these features, the palaeographic features of Truso's epigraphy
find parallels in the epigraphic monuments of the mountainous regions of
Georgia.

Keywords: Truso, Epigraphy, Monuments, Paleography, Peculiarities. Inscriptions.
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