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Joools sbmgmgdols bLodgmbos agdbogmbo, gg. I-11, mo., 1986.
8- Jgohobos, gocmbmgools dgbsgowo, md., 1983.

@.o@mbgo, sw. xsg5bodgomo, @. JoeyMmsdy, bmodol cowo
am®ols SbormImImmgnmo Jobwsgogde, dgamo dgamdomoa, N33,
”o., 1973.

& ymmsbsdgowo, §obo Mo m500dgabgds s gMoro;0900, Mo,
1984.

5. d5b0dy, Jommggmms Imbsbggmo dymasmgmdo @s dobo
@0 Jogmbo, md., 1971.

a. 39M080@sdg0mo, JoMmorgmo basmbymo msdsdmdsba, md., 1980.
g- d0domasdyg, gobmbol o stgm@maoydo ymegydol
JOMgesgools s joobolsmgols, badbmgm-esliogemgm bogdsdmggammls
gmgo @ gymegyme XIV, oo, 1987. ag. 3-15

™. dgo0bgMo, Jsdom Rgqgbm, md., 1991.

. dgoobgMo, gomeabs ©s xgMols booeydmm, md., 1990.

3. Bomommasbo, Jommggmo bowbols JoggMosmydo gywgydols
olgm®00©sb, md., 1960.

3. Bomommmobo, dggmo @s sbowo Logbmgmgdgmo boggdmdsbo
doogmgmdo, Logommggmmls Lob. 3989730l IMsddg, XXV, md.,
1968.

3 Bodmommosbo, bgobgmols JsggMoswmydo ws bywmogdo
Ja@ggmols Iglfsgemobomgols, bgsbgmo, I, md., 1977.

x. Bgegogo. 30396700 Lodysdm, md., 1989.

a. Pogoos, aamgbols bobwo godemosbdo, dmIgoo, g1, md., 1997.

a. Bogoos, @sbabamgdols godo dmoymgmdo,dlg, VI, 1953.

a. Pogoos, bgsligmamo bobao bigby, IHmgdo, g1, mo., 1997.

a- Bogoos, ®oggmo Lobgbgamoa, ImmIgoo g1, md., 1997.

a. Bogoos, Jomogmo gombmamogogmo sgmabio, Log. dg(;b.
s30@gdools Lodmasemgdmog 3g3609Mgdsms Imsdody, I, md., 1960.
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171.

172.
173.
174.

175.

176.
177.
178.
179.
180.

181.
182.

183.

184.

185.
186.

187.
188.

189.
190.

91

192.

g- Pogdmgobo, 39Mo oy LogbmgMmgdgm wo Ladgydbgm
boggomdgddo, Lsdbmgom-eobsgmgm LodsMmmggmml ymas o
JI@e M, IV, m., 1967.

. Bodmgobo, o@ydoms, md., 1975.

0. Bogdmgabo, Jommgmo bosabymo LogbmgMgdgmoa, md., 1960.

0. hogmgobo, gobmamaogomo dsbowols Hmwmo sGgmemmaogd
dogosdo, LogoMmmggmml stdgmemaoals bsgombgdo, III, md., 1985.
3. 0bpodyg, Logbmgmgdgmo Lobwol gHomo Lsbol
@sbslosmgoolsmgols bogommggemmdo, JoMmgmo bgamgbgdo, g.
1V, mo., 1955.

L. 35bgyModgomo, ymags s gymggms V-X Logzgbggdols
Logomggemmdo, md., 1984.

3. V9Hgogeo, 960 @d 3o3mdMmomds, md., 1990.

M. bsmMady, sw. HMd5g0dy, bgsbgmol lmggmo dggmowe, mo., 1964.
M. bomady, se. mmdsgody, Jmogmgmols bmggmo dggmoe, md.,
1965.

M. boMady, byglgdgwo ,,doMo” @ ,,a39M0°, JodmIboggwo I,
9., 1949.

M. baMsdy, oo mxsbol asedmbsdmgoo bgsbgmdo, mo., 1939.
@. babygoodgomo, gawmolgoby 1, 1957-1963 §.§. sddgmemmaoymo
38 939-dagdols Igegagdo, md. 1964

3. bosdgwo, (9bgMowymo 8309 3og3oLools aMmogoggwmo
bgamgbgds ®3obols bobodo, mo., 1984.

9- bmdgomos(dmmby), ggmeswymo babols bodommggmml dmabss
@5 doMals YA mogMommdols ks gombgdo, mo., 1984.

o@. bo 3. x089b0dg0o, mb3mmgdobo, g1, md., 1990.
ds@.x085b0dg0eo0, §g99m Jommmoals s gmemmaondo gdbdgeoiools
dgeagdo, md., 1975.

o, x585b0dgomo, . ecmmbgo. 3Hdbobo I, mo., 1962.

a. xo35bodgomo, @obobamgdols godo . Jowmwsdo, g, X, md.,
1959.

08. x0g9bodgowao, JoMmggmo gMols obgm®os, g1, mo., 1969.

08. x939b0dgow@o, JoMomgmo Lodsmmmol obgmmMos, bof .1, mbd.
12 gmdow, ¢.VI, 0.,1982.

0g. xogobodgomo, sedmbsgmgmols boawbms obgmMos @o
Logommggeml @s Lmdbgmols obgm@aols dmbszgdgoo, Jommggwo
gm0l obgmos g1, md., 1960.

0g.x835b0dg0ema, dggmo JoMmmgmo boobgmmom IF gMammds, mbd.
12 gmdow, ¢. VIII, md., 1977.
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193. b. xog0bsdg, byglgdywo ,,dobdo” @s Jobo segowmo bsmgboymo
Lobggdgools msbsdgemmgg godm@maosdo, 3M9d. Hylmesb
bamsdg, md., 1985. ag. 40-56.

194. . x5b5d0s, ag0mmgbymo Fymdowgds Jommggmym gmdgodo,
M mAgdo, . 11, md., 1952.

195. L. x565309, 07505@-01085@-§005M9b0-0d9Ma, 9600 3o-ls Jmsddg I,
”d., 1937.

196. o. xomo05dy, gdobrgmgmdol gywmegyms sedmbogmgm
bogoMmggemmdo, md., 1986.

197. o, xog0M0dy, d339M-sMadlbols 3yggmols FoMmdmIsgmmdols
Lo gombobomgols, 30gd. 0g. xog9bodg0wo, md., 1976. 3. 79-91.

198. . xogoMo0dy, gobmigwmegyOygmo IGmgbgdo sed.
Logommggemdo dg. §. III smsbegneols Igmmg bobggamdo, mlsy
dmmdgdo 321, mo., 1996.

199. . xogomody, JoMmggm gmdms gobogydo obgmdoaols
Lo gombobsmgols, md., 1976.

200.m. x395M0dy, stdgmemaonmo asobMgdo mMoswgmdo, mo., 1969.

201 m. xo0g0M0dy, wommbols FomImgdols sedgymo Laggbymo
Logomggmdo, md., 1955.

202.m. x595M0dy, bodsmmggmmlb segmemmaos, md., 1991.

203.m. xog5M0dy, sw. xogsbodgowo, dggwglbo dofosmdmddgeo
dmbobangmdols 3gme o bodommggmml ggdogm@osdy, mo., 1971.

204.m. xo9goMady, Jommggmo gmdgool gobm-3ymeydywo
obgmMoobsmgols dggmo Fgmmsamoibgols 3glsdy smslfwmyamdo,
0., 1998.

205. AmupxanoB X.A., Hoxckoe mmoceaeHue, M., 1987. —221.

206.ApramoroB M.U., ITHOC M Apxeonorusi, TeopeTudyeckue
OCHOBHI COBETCKOM Apxeororuu, Ta3ucu A0OKAAAO0B, A.,1969
cTp.3-6.

207.AraapoB M.A., Cenallckas obntnHa B HaropHom Aarectate B
XVII- nauare XIX B., M.,1988. — 236 cTp.

208.ApytyHoB C.A., O6 yCAOBHOCTH NTOHATHUSA ,, DTHOIICU-XOAOTHUS ",
CD, Ne2, 1980. cTp.12-26.

209.AHTOHOBA E.B, Ouepkru KyAUTypsl ApeBHBIX 3eMAeAerlllieB
IMepeanett u Cpepnett Asuu, M., 1985. —261cTp.

210.Apamc P., ApeBHUE TEHAEHIUU B Pa3BUTUU XO3SIMCTBa U
obirecTBa MecomoTamMuu, Apxeonrorusi CpepHeMt A3uu u
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OAMKHEro BOCTOKA, 133McHu AOKAaAOB, TamikeHT, 1983. 24-
25cTp.

211. AnemkuH B.A., HekoTopbie 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH Pa3BUTUSA
OOIIIeCTBEHHOTO CTPOsI ApeBHe3eMAeAeA[]-uecKux oBIIecTs,
Apxeonrorus Cpepneit A3uu u GAUKHETO BOCTOKa, T33ucCU
AOKAAAOB, TarkeHT, 1983 47-48cTp.

212. AopymeanmBuru M.I., K KpaHeoAornu ApeBHEro u
COoBpeMeHHOro HaceAeHMsT KaBka3za, T0.,1966

213. Anekcees B.I'., 'eorpacdusa yeroBedeckux pacc, M., 1974
— 15%cTp.

214. AnexkceeB B.TT., ITpoucxoskaeHue HapoAoB KaBkasa, M.,

1974 —214cTp.
215. AnexkceeB B.I'l., 9tHoreHes, M., 1986. —223 cTp.

216. AnrerceeB B.I1., McTopudeckass AHTPONOAOTUS U
OTtHoreHes, M., 1989 — 347cTp.
217. Anekcees B.T1. AupTomoAorUUecKue AaHHBIE K ITpobAeMe

MTPOCXOXKASHUS HaceAeHmsT LieHTparllHbIx mpearopuii KaBkasa.
TUS - AaTponororudeckuit c6. IV. M. 1963.

218. Anexkcees B.I'T. O camoM paHHeM 3Tare paccobpa3oBaHUsg
M 3THOreHesa. DTHOC B AOKAACCOBOM M PAaHHEAKACCOBOM
oburectBe. C6.cT. M.1982

219. AnppeeBa ML.A,, K Bomipocy 0 I05KHBIX CBsI3ax MalKOIICKOM
KyAlTtypsr, CA, Nel, 1977. cTp.29-38.

220. Apazunba B.I'.,, Putyarsl u Mudsl ApeBHell AHATOAUM,
M.,1982 —254cTp.

221. ApytyroB C.A., Mukuptymsas O.H., TIpob6aema
KAaacuuKauuu saeMeHToB KyAUTypsl, CO, Neb, 1981. cTp.56-
63.

222. ApyrtyHoB C.A., K nmpobiaemMaM 3THHUYHOCTHU U
HHTepeTHUYHOCTHU KyALTypsl, C3O, Ne3, 1980. cTp.46-57.
223. Anmes B., Apxeororundyeckue packolky Ha xoame Kioall-

tetme 11, CA, Ne3, 1972. cTp. 36-41.
224, Achanos I'.,Baupos P., ApeBHHI MuHreuayp, baky, 1959

—21%7cTp.

225. AnnueB B., Apxeonorniyeckue pPacKoONKH B ypouulle
Babapepsui, CA, Ne2, 1971. cTp.37-45.

226. Apemiga T'.E., Maroa3uaTckue QopMbl B KepaMUKe

ApmMeHun cpepHoro 6ponseBoro Beka, CA, Ne4, 1973. cTp.54-
61
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227.  ApyrtyHoB C.A,, Xa3zaHoB A.M., Apxororudeckue KyATypsl
U XO39MUCTBEeHHO-KYATyPHbIE TUIIbI: IpoOAeMa COOTHAIIEHUS.
I[TpobaeMbl TUTIOAOTHHU B 3THOrpaduu, CO.cT., M., 1979.

228.  ApyrtyHoB C.A., OTHHUYeCcKHUe OOIIHOCTU AOKAACCOBOU
3II0XH, DTHOC B AOKAACCOBOM U PAaHHEAKAaCCOBOM OOIIIeCTBe,
Cob.ct., M.,1982.

229. AxyHAOB A.A., ApXUTeKTypa ApeBHero u
paHHecpeAHeBeKoro AsebariuaxKaHa, baky, 1986. — 325 cTp.

230. Baunoypun A.K., JKuauiite B 00psiaax U IPeACTaBACHUSIX
BOCTOYHBIX caABSH, A.,1983 — 276 cTp.
231. bapaaBeaup3e B.B., ApeBHellline peAUTHO3HbIE

BepoBaHUSI U 0OpsAAOBOe rpaduyeckoe HUCCKYCTBO
APEeBHETpy3MHCKUX IIneMeH, T6., 1957. —319cTp.
232. BapaaBeAuase B.B., 3emMmenrllHble BAAAEHUSA
APeBHerpy3uHCKUX cBatuauil, C3, Nel, 1949. 57-68cTp.
233. BapaaBeanpze B.B., ApeBHetirire OPMbI 3eMAEBAAASHUST
B CBETe I'PY3UHCKUX 3THOrparUIeCcKuX MaTepruaros, M., 1968
—234 cTp.

234. baxusa C.U., Abxa3ckas ,,Adbunapa’- marpouumus, T0.,
1986 — 8%cTp.

235. BatuaeB M.B., Kapados 5.M., VIII KpyImHOBCKHe 4YTeHUs
(otuet), CA, Ne3, 1980. 167-169cTp.
236. baraBaTckas T.B., 'peueckoe o0OI1ecTBO BTaporo
THICSTUEAETHS A0 H.3. U ero kyAlrypa, M., 1976 —267cTp.
237. Bonrapa-Aesun I''M., I'panToBckuii 3./, OT cKuduu A0
Nuanu, M.,1983. —318cTp.

238. Bep3un 3.0., Pacckonku caMo(paKUNCKOTO CBATUAMIIIA
Kabupos, CA, Ne4, 1958. 59-67cTp.

239. Bprocos A ., Apxeorornueckue KyALITypel ¥ STHUUYECKHE
obmrHocTtu, CA, Ne XXVI, 1956. 27-39 cTp.

240. Bprocor A.4., K Bonpocy 006 HHAOeBPONIEeWUCKOU
mpobreme, CA, Ne3, 1958. 56-68cTp.

241. Bprocos A4, K Bompocy o Taopuu audysuu, CA, Nel,
1957. 26-3%cTp.

242. Bpomaett FO.B., OtHoc u sTHorpadusi, M. 1973 — 280
CTp.

243. Bpyk c.n., NcTopuko-aTHorpaduyeckue
KapTorpacupoBaHue M ero coBpeMeHHble IpodOAeMbl, C3,
Ne3, 1973. 17-26 cTp.
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244, Bbpyk C.U., Tokapes C.A., [Ipo6remsbl cocTaBAeHUs EBpO-
e CKOoro NCTOPUKO-3THOrpaduieckoro aTaraca, CO, N5, 1966.
cTp.36-42

245. ByxpamBuan I1.0., JKuaulle B 3THHUYeCKOM OBHITe,
ABTOpedepaT AUCepTalUUy Ha COUCKaHWe yU4eHOH CTelleHU
KaHAMAATa UCTOPUYECKUX Hayk, 10., 1989 —28cTp.

246. Bytunos M.A., ITepBoObITHOOO IMHHBIM CTpOM, I[TpoOAeMsl
UCTOPUU AOKATIUTAAMCTHUUeCKUuX o6l JuH, KHr.I, M., 1968

247. B. BapazamBuau., PanHezeMreperlueckaa KyalTrypa
Nopo-ArazaHckoro bacetita., T6., 1992 — 178 cTp.

248. BaBunaoB A.C., MI36paHHble TPyAbl, T.V, M-A., 1965 —
449cTp.

249, BunorpapoB B.B., Lleatparldusiii 1 CeBepo-BocTouHbil
KaBka3 B Ckudckoe Bpems, ['po3ubii, 1972 — 318cTp.

250. Briroacknii A.C., Pa3BuTe BBICIINUX ICUXUUECKUX (DYHKLINHY,
M.,1960 —279cTp.

251. Boponuna B.A., Aoucaamckue KyALITOBble COOPYsKeHHUS
Cpeaneit Azuu, CA, Ne3, 1973. 27-39cTp.

252. lapxues M., I3 uctopum KyAOTypel AarectaHa B 310Xy
Opon3sl, Max., 1969 — 280 cTp.

253. I'amkpeanpze T.B., MIBanos B.B., THAOeBpOneMnCKUM S3bIK

u Mupoespormnetiisl, T.11, T6., 1984 — 1310 cTp.

254, lapaen K.K., Teopetuueckas Apxeororus, M., 1984 —
210cTp.

255. I'eBopksan A.Ll., VI3 nuctopuu ApeBHeUIIeN MeTaAypruu
Apwmsguckoro Haropls, Ep.,1980. — 319 cTp.

256. I'ua3oypr M., JKunuine, ONBIT IITUAETHEN pabOTHI HAA
mpobAeMoM XuAuIla, M., 1934. — 345 cTp.

257. I'moprapze I'. T'., Ouepku 1Mo colimarlJHO - SKOHOMUUECKOMU
HUCTO-pUM XeTCKOro rocyaapcraa. 16.1973 —310cTp.

258. I'puryaresuy M.P., O coumanrJHOM poan peaurnu, CO, Neb,
1980 27-41 cTp.

259. I'pomos I'.T"., HekoTopkie criopHbie Bompocu peanruu, C3,
Ne5 1980 19-27cTp.

260. Buaream-gor I'yMOoALAT, SI3bIK U1 purocodust KyAUTypl,
M., 1985 —449 cTp.

261. Aesepxsn C.I'., Aopu-6epackutt MoruALIHuK, CA, Ne2 1974
16-23cTp.

262. Aepabpumsunru I, Kypranel Ara3aHCKON AQAWHBL
TKAS 11, T6., -#4 cTp.
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263. AampamMupoB A.@., K METOAOAUTHUU UCCAEAOBAHUS
HalmoHaAllHO - TcuxoAorHUecKux mpobaeMm, C3I, Ne2 1983
46-5FcTp.

264. Axaapaualaua H.A., Tlpupoaa HaumoHaAldHOU
ncuxororum, Axma-Ara, 1971 — 372 cTp.

265. AsxaBaxumBuAu A.W., CtpouTterJHOe AeA0 U apXUTEKTYpa
nocerernnn KOskuaoro Kaskasa V-III Teic.p0 H.3. T6.,1973 —
278cTp.

266. AlskonoB M.M., Tlpeauctopusi ApMSHCKOTO HapoAa,
Ep.,1968 —257cTp.

267. ApeBHelnne rocyaapcrBa Kaskaza u CpeaHelt Azun,
CoBeTtckas Apxeoarorusi, M., 1985 — 350cTp.

268. Ecasn C.A., AMyAeTH CcBA3aHHble ¢ KyALJTOM COAHLIA U3
Apmennu, CA Nel, 1971 27-36¢Tp.

269. Ecasn C.A., BpoH3eBble MoAeAd KYALTOBBIX IAOIIAAOK
ApeBHelr Apmenuu, CA Nel, 1971 17-26¢cTp.

270. Ecaga C.A., OpyXue um BOEHHOe AeAO ApPeBHeNlIen
Apwmenuu (III-I Teic.p0 H.3.), Ep.,1966-312cTp.

271. 3axapyk FO.A., O METOAOAOTUM apXeOAOTHUeCKON HayKH1
u ee nmpobaremax, CA Ne3, 1969 11-19cTp.

272. 3axapyk 1O.A., O noustuu ,,OakT" B apXeOAOIHUECKOU
Hayke, CA Ne4, 1977 21-27cTp.

273. Htc C.B., BBepenue B aTHorpacdun, M., 1972 —261cTp.

274. Utc P.®., OtHorpaduueckue uccaepoBanus (O
3HAUIIHUY PAa3AUYHBIX UCTOYHMKOB B PaMKaX KOMIIAEKCHOTO
moaxoAa), Paccel 1 Hapoawl, M., 1987 Ctp. 11-28.

275. KasTapaaze I''A., K XpOHOAOTHMHU 3M00OXM 3HEOAUTA U
oponssl I'py3un, T6., 1983 — 153cTp.

276. Kameneuxunt U.C., Apxeororundeckas KyalTypa — ee
omnpeaereHUss u nHTepnperaiusg, CA Ne2, 1970 21-29cTp.
277. Kecamanau I'.I'l., [TorpebeHurie ¢ 6pOH3EeBLIM ITOSICOM U3

Xaubyaara, CA Ne3, 1966 17-25cTp.

278. Kosnos B.U1, 3tHOC 11 kyAlTypa, C3 Ne3, 1979 21-31cTp.

279. KpeiBeres H.A., O cyliecTBEeHHOM U HelllyCeCTBEHHOM B
uzydyeHuu peaurun, C3 Nel, 1980 32-39cTp.

280. Kprokos M.B., 3THOC 1 cyb63THOC, Pacs 1 Hapoapl, Ne18.
M., 1988 cTp. 5-22

281. Kopo6kosa I'®., Tapkues M.I'.,, O kyAOTypHBX U
XO39MCTBEH-HBIX ocobeHHOCTaX nocereHuss ['mHum, CA Nel
1983 42-52cTp.
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282. Kanmenko B.B. KammaTr u Mcropua B 310Xy IepBUX
Bricukmux KyAOtyp (3500-500 rr.p0 H.3.). BocTok Ne4, 1998 56-
64cTp.

283. Ko6riueB B.I1., TTocereHUsT U >KUAUIITAa HAPOAOB
Cegepnoro Kaskaza B XIX-XX BB., M.,1982 — 179cTp.

284. Kotosuu B.I'., Aayaos O.M., O mnepuoauszanuu u
XPOHOAOTHUY TTAMSTHUKOB TIO3AHEN OPOH3BI-TTAaHHEro >keae3a
Ha ceBepo-BocToKe KaBkasza, CA Ne4, 1980 37-49cTp.

285. Ko3nroB B.W., O HEKOTOPHIX METOAOAOTHMYECKUX ITPOOAEMAaxX
HU3yueHUs 3THUYecKoM ncuxororun, CO Ne2, 1983 27-36 cTp.

286. Kpynuos E.WM., ApeBHemmasa Kyalrypa Kaskasza u
KaBKa3ckasg OdTHuU4Yeckas oob6mHocT ([Ipobarema
ITPOMCXOKAeHMS KOpeHHbIX HapoAoB KaBkaza), CA Nel, 1964
11-34aTp.

287. Kpynuos.E.H., ApeBHsg ucropua CeBepHoro Kaskasa,
M.,1960 —403cTp.
288. Kuabe TI'.C., Bompoc o0 cooTallleHNN apXeOAOTUYeCKUX

KyAOTyp u 3THOCA B COBPEMEHHOU 3apyOesKHOHU AUTepaType,
CA Ne3 1959 67-79-cTp.

289. Khaeita A.C., [IpobaeMa omTpeAereHUsT apXeoAOTHIeCKON
KyAUTrypsr, CA Ne2, 1970 12-23 cTp.

290. ®Orocter-pe Kynramsk, ApeBHASA IpakAaHCKas OOIIMHA,
M.,1895 —419cTp.

291. KydTur B.A., K Bompocy 0 ApeBHEHIINX KOPHIX
rpy3uHcko# KyAOTypsl Ha KaBkasze 110 AaHHEIM APXEOAOTUH,
BI'MT" X11-13, T6., 1944 6-27cTp.

292. KydTur B.A., Apxeonroruyeckue packonkm 1947r. B
LlaarkuHCKOM patioHe, T6., 1948 —276cTp.

293. KydTun B.A., Apxeorormnieckasi MaplIpyTHas 3KCIEANULINS
1945r. B FOro-Ocetuto u Mmepetuto, T6., 1949 — 137cTp.
294. Kydtun B.A., ApxeorormiecKkue pacCKONKMU B TpuaneTy,

T6., 1941 -318cTp.
205, I T 00, T T T T T T OO T T T T T T T 0 1, 00, 1949
296. (1T OO0, TTTTT T T OO T I T T T T OO T 0, 30, 1950
297. Kypoukun I''H., K uHTepnpeTraluud HEKOTOPHIX

n3abpa’xeHUU PaHHOTO JKeAe3HOTO BeKaC TepUTOpHUU
Cegepnoro Mpana, CA Ne2, 1974

298. Kymuapesa K.X., Uybunamsuau T.H., ApeBHble
kyAOTyps! FOxxero Kaskasa, A., 1970 — 197cTp.
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299. Kymuapesa K.X., FOxxubii Kaskas B IX-II ThIC. AO H.3.,
CIIb 1993 — 28%cTp.

300. Kymuapesa K.X., Aucuuuna I'H., O BO3HUKHaBeHUU
namreHoro 3emMaepens B 3akaBkasle, CA Ne2, 1979
301. AanuH B.B., O6 0oCHOBHOM TEHASHLIMU B Pa3BUTUU KUNOU

apxuTeKTyphl. KoHepeHus ,,PeKOHCTPYKLIMA ADEBHEMUIITUX
0OIlIeCTBEHHBIX OTHOIIEHUU MO apXEeOAUTHUUYECKUM
MaTepuaraM XKUAUII U TocereHuun”, A., 1973. —264cTp.

302. AeBupa I'.A., CoipanllHasa mpupoaa peauruu, M., 1965 —
214cTp.

303. AeBun M.T'., HebokcapeB H.H., Xo3g9¥icTBeHHO-
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Paata Bukhrashvili
Dwelling in the life and culture of the ancient Georgians

OVERVIEW OF THE DISSERTATION.

Relevance of the topic. The material and intellectual culture of the
Georgians (and of the Caucasian peoples overall) has been studied
for well over acentury. A rich scholarly heritage has come down to
us, due to the selfless and tireless labor of our predecessors. A
particularly important stage in Georgian historiography beganinthe
1930's, formed in the political and ideological context of thetimes,
from which stemmed a series of stereotypical models, which formed
thebackground for the study of the history and culture of the Georgian
people (or of peoplesin general). Since the late 1980's, when the
Georgiansonce again took up the task of self-realization and reform,
much of the work which had been accepted without question came
under new scrutiny.

Itiswell known that in such conditions creative energy appears
with renewed force, as is reflected in the lives of contemporary
Georgians. It is precisely these circumstances which inspired usto
take up once again the question of ancient dwellings, against the
background of the Georgian scholarly heritage.

Goal of the research. Proceeding from what was stated above,
the primary object of the present work isto analyze the phenomenon
of the dwelling onthe basis of ethnographic and archaeological data,
and situate it in stadially arranged socia formations, according to
their level of development; to address the question of the dwelling
asreflective of spatia perception, and demonstrate the perspicacity
of such an approach; to the extent that it is possible, to highlight the
roleof thedwelling in everyday life, taking into consideration those
geographic and social-economic factors specific to the peoples of
the Caucasus, especially those of its central region.

From the perspective of stadial development we will seek to
outline the pathway from domestic religious practice (“hearth”) to
that of the tribal shrine (“sanctuary”), and thus determine the role
played by spiritual factorsin Georgian traditional life.
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In effect, our approach to the concrete cultural phenomenon of
the dwelling is based on that worked out by Acad. G. Chitaiain the
field of Georgian historical research, drawing upon the intensive
and multidisciplinary study of phenomenain their spatial setting —
an approach rendered possibl e by the rich assemblage of materials
aready gathered.

As for the thematic orientation of our research, we consider
appropriate the use of the term paleoethnology. This term might
seem more suited to the study of ethnic unities already vanished
from the historical scene, but we believe it also appropriate to the
investigation of the Kartvelians and other Caucasian peoples, who
have occupied their present territoriesfor millennia.

Theoretical and archival basis of the dissertation. The present
work isfounded aboveall ontherich scientificliterature on dwellings
and domestic spaces published by Georgian and foreign authors.
Theseinclude fundamental works by leading representatives of the
Georgian archaeological (B. Kuftin, Al. Javakhishvili, Ot. Japaridze,
G. Gobsgjishvili, K. Pitskhelauri ...) and ethnological (G Chitaia, V.
Bardavelidze, Al. Robakidze, R. Kharadze, M. Chartolani, T.
Chikovani ...) schools. Among the foreign authors consulted we
mention the names of J. Assman, J. Bergeman, J. Bretschneider,
A. Bihnen, J. Mellaart, H. Mller-Karpe, E. Noll and R. Struwe,
C. Renfrew, P. Bann, K. Schmidt, I. Motzenbécker, V. PAlekseev,
E. I. Krupnov, K. Kh. Kushnareva,V. M. Masson, and R. M.
Munchaev.

Our dissertation’s archival materials are primarily drawn from
field recordings (audio, video, photographic) and journals collected
by usover many yearsof participation inarchaeological, ethnographic
and ethnolinguistic expeditions. These include the expeditions to
Svaneti organized by the S. Janashia State Museum (June-August
1980, 1981, 1982, 1984, 1986, 1988); expeditions to Daghestan,
Chechniaand Ingushetiaorganized by the Arn. ChikobavaLinguistic
Institute (May-June 1985 & 1987, directed by V. Kikilashvili); the
Kakheti Archaeological Expedition (1983 to present, directed by
Acad. K. Pitskhelauri); ethnographic and ethnolinguistic expeditions
in Pshavi, Khevsureti, Svaneti, Racha and Guria organized by the
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International Caucasological Research Institute (summers of 1995,
1996, 1997, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2004; winter 2005).

The present work was prepared for the most part in Germany,
in active collaboration with German coll eagues, dueto the generous
support of the German Academic Exchange Program (DAAD):
Heidelberg University’s Department of Prehistoric and Ancient Near
Eastern Archaeol ogy (September-December 1995, directed by Prof.
Dr. Harald Hauptmann), Halle University’s Institute of Oriental
Archaeology and Art (September-December 2000, directed by Prof.
Dr. Winfried Ortmann), and Heidelberg Academy of Sciences
Department of Karakorum and Central Asian Studies (June-
September 2003, directed by Prof. Dr. Harald Hauptmann).

Scientific originality of the dissertation. Before beginning
discussion of the subject matter, we wish to point out that both the
present work and our candidate dissertation were characterized by
an orientation along two directions: First, thework foregroundsthose
aspects of the dwelling, as afundamental component of social life,
which permit determination of an ethnic group’ straditional culture.
Second, from the rich and varied corpus of ethnographic and
archaeological data are selected those whose interpretation, with
regard to the theme of the dissertation, isrealistically possible. This
stance enabled us to take a panoramic view of the cultural life of
the peopl es of theregion under study, which, to asignificant degree,
brought to the surface the ethnic processes which have taken place
there over the millennia. In the opinion of Acad. A. Javakhishvili,
despitethefact that the Georgian traditional dwelling has been studied
in depth and in breadth by ethnographers, and also inthelight of an
enormous quantity of archaeological data, which has been collected
and partially analyzed over the decades, until the present no one has
attempted to submit the whole to interpretation as primary source
materials for research on ethnogenesis.

Inthe present dissertation wewill attempt, in thelight of available
materials, to demonstrate therole of the dwelling phenomenon and
of domestic religious practice in Georgian traditional culture. On
thisbasis, wewill attempt, to the extent it is possible, to understand
that component of ethnic-religious cognition, by which wasenabled,
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over the course of centuries, theformation of tribal social units. All
of these factors, we believe, contributed to the development of
national and state institutions.

In the 1980'sand 1990’s, both within and outside of Georgia, the
multidisciplinary integration of diverse scientific disciplines was
underway, as attested by the birth of ethnoarchaeology [174; 376;
369; 355; 356; ...]. Ethnoarchaeology, as a distinct historical and
methodol ogical approach, only developed recently, whenit evolved
asasubdiscipline of archaeology.

Our objective in the context of the present work isthe analysis
of thedistinctivefeatures of the Georgian nation and people, which
distinguish them from other ethnic formations. We begin from the
principlethat each ethnic group, aswell astheindividualscomposing
it, ischaracterized by both avisible, tangible mode of lifeaswell as
an invisible, intangible spiritual component. A people can thus be
conceived as an individual, which is born, grows, declines and
sometimes disappears. The decline commences after the peak of
development has been achieved, but between those two moments
isthe period of apeople's greatest glory (Al. von Humboldt).

Practical utility of the present work. The dissertation and the
results presented within it may be used in the preparation of a
monograph or textbook on the history of the Georgian people. It
may also be of use in both general-introductory and specialized
university-level courses on the ethnology and archaeology of
Georgia. Inthedissertation are presented the theoretical and practical
materials used by us in courses on paleoethnology taught in the
Dept of Assyriology of the Faculty of Oriental Studies of Iv.
Javakhishvili Thilisi State University. We likewise hope that the
present work will be of interest to upper-level studentsin secondary
schools, and in general, to readers interested in the history of the
Georgian people.

Apprabation of the dissertation. Individual themes addressed in
the dissertation have already been presented in the form of papers
presented at scholarly conferences and symposia, at academic
ingtitutions both in Georgiaand abroad. Among them thefollowing
can be mentioned:
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Martin-Luther-Universitat Halle-Wittenberg (1998-99),
Fachbereich Kunst und Altertumwissen-schaften. Institut for
Orientalische Archaologie und Kinst. Martin-Luther-Universitat
Halle-Wittenberg. Konferenz der Deutschen Akademien der
Wissenschaften. Aktenzeichen 960.4-248. Habilitation zum Thema:
,,Behausungsphanomen im Siidkaukasischen Kultursystem in der
Epoche des Paldometals’ (director Prof. W. Ortman); 25-28 May
1991 — 5" Conference on the Cultures of the Caucasus at the
University of Chicago; 15-18 May 1993 — 6™ Conference on the
Cultures of the Caucasus at the University of Chicago; 4-8 April
1996 — International Archaeological Colloquium at Sighnaghi and
Thilisi; 15-22 April 1997 —International Seminar on ,, The Future of
the Past in Eastern Europe” at Lodz University (Poland); 4-10 10.
2004 — Conference on “Ethnic and Religious Identity” at the
Georgian Technical University.

The dissertation also underwent approbation at the 8 December
2004 session of the Ethnology Department of the Faculty of History
of TSU. The evaluation of the work was presented by Prof. S.
Chanturishvili.

Dimensions and structure of the dissertation. The dissertation
comprises 259 computer-printed pages. It consistsin anintroduction,
three chapters and a conclusion. The main text is followed by a
resumein English, alist of theliterature cited in the work, index of
tables and the tablesthemselves. Thetotal size of thedissertationis
299 pagesin A4 format.

Main content of the dissertation.
Introduction.

As a consequence of long-term organic integration with their
homeland, acharacteristic lifestyle devel oped among the Georgians.
Thisisparticularly evident intherichly variegated customs, traditions
and norms of everyday behavior. To a significant degree they are
conditioned by thousands of years of adaptation to the environment,
and its associated biocultural and socio-economic forms. From the
earliest timesthese complexes of economic-cultural relationsimplied
the possession of theland by social units—families—on the basis of
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juridical normsfounded upon blood rel ationship. Such relationswere
firmly grounded upon common tribal shrines, through which was
acknowledged the tribal territory’s chief patron and regulator. It
follows that each land-owning family of the tribe, on the basis of
vassal age to the shrine, was directly responsible before the shrine,
and, accordingly, themoral comportment of each tribal member was
marked by deep and honest respect for the deity. There formed,
accordingly, such moral and spiritual principles, that to act against
the collective's system of values was tantamount to opposition to
the divine patron itself. The gravest punishment for insult to the
deity and thetribe was expul sion, which meant permanent separation
from one's flesh and blood, one's family. From this it follows that
the highest goal of each tribal member was service to one's own
tribe and village, and therefore to one’'s homeland, motivated by
awe of the divinity. It was precisely thisfear of God that grounded
the highest form of love, upon which developed the entire diverse
spectrum of pan-Georgian or intra-regional customs, traditionsand
practices, many of which are continued to the present day.

Theethnic group isaspecific unity of individuals, which depends
not only on common genetic originsand spiritual-cultural unity, but
also a shared historical fate.

Each culture fosters among the individuals who grow up within
itswomb adistinctive “ cognitive screen”, upon which they project
and represent their perceptions of the external world. It is precisely
in the nature of these cognitive screens that ancient and
contemporary peoplesdiffer from each other, interms of the content
and structure of their perceptions of reality.

There is one other essential difference between the habitual
thought of ancient and modern peoples: Ancient peoplesinhabited a
universe of absolute veracity. They had clear and final responsesto
all cardinal questions: How the universe, their land and their ethnic
group were created, what fate awaits them after death, etc. In
ancient social thought, asarule, therereigned aunity of belief, and
individuals had little occasion to doubt general values; they had no
need to choose among them. Contemporary people must be content
with approximate, temporary and changeabl e responsesto the same
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guestions, whichisclearly avery different situation from that which
dominated the everyday lives of the ancients.

Ancient peoples' relation to objects and knowledge was different
as well. Now we often hear that contemporary people are
excessively materialistic and focussed on things, but it must be pointed
out that nonetheless, their relation isfleeting and superficial. Today
people discard things as soon as something better or more modern
comes along. In ancient times individuals and their possessions —
house, land, toolsand utensils, even the seemingly most insignificant
— were bound by a deep, one might say, persona relation. Each
object, created by an ancestor and passed down over generations,
had its own fate, force, name; and it was only with great pain that
the ancients parted with these artefacts. Anciently, possessorswere
tied by relationsdifficult for usto conceiveto theland, the homestead,
the loss of which wasfelt asatragedy. In early societies possession
represented one of the chief forms by which individual s extended”
themselves beyond their bodies.

Ancient societies were characterized by an orientation toward
the past and the old. Ancient peoples were psychologically turned
toward the past. If, for contemporary people, looking toward the
past meant |ooking backward, for the ancients looking toward the
past meant looking forward, whereas the future was behind their
backs. This spatial metaphor underlies the Georgian word
“tsinap’ari” — literally “forebears” — in which it isclear that for
ancient Georgianstheir flesh and blood, their children, were primary,
and, in the perception of the living, those who passed away were
not placed behind their backs but rather imagined as preceding the
livingontheir life'spath likealit candle. For traditional peoplesthe
past is clear, visible; whereas the future is unknown and unseen.
The ancestors light the path toward where the living go. Orthodox
Christians perceive the space in similar terms, whom the saints
(exemplary for theirfaith, ideas and kindness) lead on the path of
earthly existence. Werecall Vaxtang K otetishvili’swordswith regard
to the mountains: “It is very difficult to go to the mountains. Up
there things are experienced differently, there are distinctive ideas
and desires. ... Therelife takes a different form and death seemsiif
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anything easier. There is sort of pantheon, where the treasure of
departed soulsis preserved like Tamar’s grave”. The distinguished
scholar understood correctly the need to maximally establish contact
with the context in which he conducted his research, and its mode
of experience.

It must be pointed out, that at present certain forcesare attempting
to disrupt the faith, confessional beliefs and theistic perception of
traditional societies. They are striving to uproot their orientation
toward the past, toward traditions, and it could even be said, toward
their ethnic self-conception; and in exchange turn their gaze toward
an unknown and uncertain future. In fact this future, although
portrayed in dazzling, glittering colors, is no different in essence
from the*“happy communist future”, whose taste post-Soviet society
has yet to digest. As we indicated, in order to bring about the
reorientation of traditional societiesand peoplestoward thissupra-
ethnic happy unity, it isin the first place necessary to make those
societies possessing an ethnic self-conception forget their own
identities. To this end, these forces do battle with ethnic, national
awareness, which they deem to be synonymous with backwardness
andignorance, and designate with suchtermsas*provincial fascism”.
In fact, these are those forces, for which love, kindness,
enlightenment and ethnic world-view and belief are no more than
excess baggage.

In conclusion, we wish to point out, that before beginning
discussion of specific questions we deemed it necessary to lay out
for our readers our views on social-historical processes, so that
they might more clearly understand our thoughts on the problems of
ethnic history, since“ hier steheich, ich kann nicht anders’.

CHAPTER I. ON THE INTERRELATION OF ETHNIC
CULTURE AND THE PHENOMENON OF THE
DWELLING PLACE.

Weinterpret the dwelling to be one of the most salient expressions
of traditional (hence, ethnic) world-view and culture. Insofar asthe
dwelling is, in the first place, a purely material phenomenon, and,
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secondly, a sort of temple created by early people, it is a capital
source of information.

Thedwelling, doubtless, isareflection of itsbuilders' ethnically-
conditioned cognition of theworld, which evolved asaconsequence
of their blood- and seed-linked relation to their environment and
homeland. It is also without a doubt that this materialization and
formationin relation to the home environment, anointed by the blood
and bones of the ancestors and crowned by the heavenly spirits,
was a lengthy process. Finally, the dynamic interaction with the
permanent features of the environment led to the formation of the
ethnic group’s “cultural visage” (N. Marr), characterized by
resistanceto change despite the vicissitudes of the passing centuries.

The centuries-long existence of the ethnic group is conditioned
by the heritability of language and cultural traditions and practices.
The formation of the ethnic society is conditioned by the direct
rel ationships among its members, which isonly possible when they
reside on the sameterritory. On that sameterritory there occursthe
consolidation of the associated cultural unity within the ethnic
community. Itisprecisely here, in one specificlocdlity, that it evolves
into a complete, durable sociocultural unit, which enables its
permanence across time and place, and its capacity to give and
receive something of value.

During the study of cultural-historical and ethnic relations, the
investigator isconfronted by numerousdifficulties. Among themis
increasingly narrow specialization (the tempo of which has been
increasing in recent times) conditionsthe collection and analysis of
factual materials. Initself thistendency isinevitableand progressive,
but unfortunately, the actual degree of cooperation among scholars
often lags behind. One of the chief obstacles to the successful
investigation of ethnic processes, one which in fact hinders mutual
comprehension among the relevant disciplines, is the weakness of
thetheoretical groundwork.

It is probably true that there is no justification for the study of
ethnic phenomena from a single disciplinary perspective, without
the cooperation of others. Unfortunately, such situations all too
frequently occurred among us. Eachindividual discipline, whichtook
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the ethnic group asits object of study, examined it fromitsparticular
point of view. Thisled to acuriousstate of affairs: Thesedisciplines
did not so much serveto study the ethnic group (asresearch object),
as, on the contrary, ethnic research came to serve their
compartmental interests. This sort of stance toward concrete,
multifaceted dynamic phenomena created the circumstanceswithin
which ethnography, archaeology, cultural history, historiography,
lingui stics and adjoining disciplinesinterpret, each in their particular
manner, the objective phenomenon of the ethnic unity. Needlessto
say, such circumstances areincompatibleto the extent that the ethnic
group (people) isawhole, concretely-existing entity, and therefore
it is inadmissible that such a unified phenomenon be studied in
fragmentary fashion, carved up according to sectarian academic
interests. Otherwise, each disciplinein the process of investigation
would divide up the object of study according toitsparticular norms
andlogic, whichislikely tolead to paradoxical results. The study of
theethnic group must be of amultidisciplinary nature. Each discipline,
which participates in the investigational process, must take into
account the conclusions, methodol ogy and observationswhich have
resulted from the study of the ethnic group as research object. In
this collaborative process, the multifaceted object of study is
examined by taking into consideration each others' conclusions.

In the investigation of ethnogenetic phenomena, a
multidisciplinary stance implies the broad and methodologically
correct utilization of ethnogenetic data; and their connection with
other types of historical materials and those supplied by adjacent
fields of study (such as certain ones concerned with natural
phenomena: ethnobotany, ethnozool ogy, etc.). The multidisciplinary
approach, in the first place, takes account of the variegated nature
of therdevant facts: their anthropol ogical, archaeological, folklorigtic,
historical, linguistic, ethnological, onomastic and other characteristics.

Unfortunately, despite certain efforts, the multidisciplinary
approach to the study of ethnogenetic questions has not yet become
totally accepted, due, probably, toitsgreat difficulty and the various
unresolved methodological issues.
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In the past, one of the most useful attainments of investigation
of thisquestion can be considered the establishment of the temporal
parameters of the ethnogenetic process, and of its broadly-
comparative methodol ogy.

It is believed that ethnogenesis as a historical process begins
with thefirst form of ethnic unity, with the consolidation of thetribe
(272, 27).

It isalso acknowledged that physical-anthropological typeswere
consolidated during Neolithic times. Archaeol ogists associate the
Neolithic with the final formation of tribal organizations. On the
basis of lexicostatistic methods, it is believed that the principal
language families now existing consolidated in the Neolithic. On
thisbasis, itisappropriate to situate the beginning of the ethnogenetic
process in the Neolithic. Of course, it is impossible that the
chronological study of the ethnogenesis of each of the world’'s
peoples should begin in the same period; but it is clear that such
processes are to be situated stadially in prehistoric times.

Experience teaches usthat it is methodol ogical feasibleto carry
out research of ethnogenetic character both within aparticular ethnic
group, aswell aswithin adefined territory. In the first instance, the
field-ethnographic study of the contemporary ethnic community has
particular importance, which then enables one on the basis of
scientific procedure to work back from the contemporary situation
toward the past; in the second instance, we undertake the
investigation of the problem from the earliest cultural vestigesfound
on theterritory under study, and then move forward in time toward
the present. We believethat it is necessary, in the process of studying
any given ethnic formation, that investigation take place in both
directions, so that to datafrom the deepest layers of archaeological
investigation are juxtaposed the results obtained from the
ethnographic analysis of materials ready-to-hand from living
populations. That isto say, it is possible to maximally profit from
interdisciplinary research. Thisisall themorethe case, in that such
a stance appears to us completely justified with regard to aregion
such as the Caucasus, where the autochthonicity of the Ibero-
Caucasian peoples stands out in clear relief. To that extent, the
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seeking of parallels among chronologically-separated cultures of
common origin, once the methodol ogical mechanism isworked out,
should not be totally unjustified. We will add that the earliest
conditioner of culturesof common originis, inour belief, the durable
and long-lasting cultural-agricultural complex devel opedinthegiven
region as a consequence of adaptation. This complex serves as the
primary axisfor the evolution of such cultures.

In the sphere of material culture, theindicators of ethnic identity
(which are conditioned by adaptation to the sphere of everyday life)
are fairly numerous as concerns settlement types, insofar as the
latter formed and evolved in accordance with the topography of a
given place. As a consegquence of their study the specificities of
settlement organi zation can be determined — placement with regard
to the central square, the sanctuary, etc.

From the standpoint of ethnic specificity, the dwelling is
particularly informative, in that this specificity might manifest itself
as basic construction (underground dwelling, half-underground,
placement of rooms, roofing ...), orientation with regard to
outbuildings, and thelike. The deployment of internal space can be
considered an ethnic marker: placement of the hearth, form of the
hearth, function of roomsand their position, location of sacred corner
or shrine, orientation of entrance, position of chimney or ventilation-
hole (erdo), etc. An entire series of specificities characterize the
domestic furnishings, food, agricultural equipment, etc.

In eastern Georgia, according to ethnographic materials, in the
context of ahistorically-evolved sedentary population, theindividual
familial homestead represented the basic dwelling type in village
settlements. The individual familial homestead, for its part, in its
essential structure, isreflective of the cultural-agricultural lifestyle
of the population of a given micro-region, as well as being oneits
constituent components.

In Georgian village settlements of the 1920's, in one form or
another, traces of their original social and economic lifestyleswere
still preserved. Itisprecisely for thisreason, that, in theinvestigation
of social and agricultural forms, the settlement isanimportant primary
source of data. In Georgian villages of al various forms, in the
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placement of homesteadswithin thevillage, thetradition of settlement
according to monogenetic blood-related groups is attested. The
monogenetic settlement isafirm and historically enduring tradition.
Settlement by monogenetic neighborhoods, as characteristic of
ancient lifestyles, wasmaintained in the morphol ogy of villagelayout
for many centuries. Therefore, in the analysis of the cultural-
agricultural nature of astudied settlement asaresult of archaeol ogical
investigation, the study of the ethnographically-established settlement
formsisespecially informative. The morphology of the settlement
of a historically-evolved sedentary population, in view of its
conservative nature, was relatively unaffected by the passage of
time. It is thus justified to assume that, in our region, settlement
formsretained their earlier formsrelatively unchanged.

Thevillagein central Kartli was composed of monogenetic groups
distributed by neighborhood (or quarter). Precisely thisregion was
the cradle of the crowned-ventilation-shaft or “ darbazi” -style house.
Archaeological and ethnological data show that not only was the
darbazi-style house preserved for along period, but also theform of
settlement. It iswell-known that the topographical relief constrained
the placement of settlements. It conditioned its external form, but
not itstype. The settlement typewas based on the cultural-agricultural
lifestyle devel oped within the popul ation.

With respect to the darbazi, as one of the domestic structural
typeswidespread in central Transcaucasia, we believe afew words
about its morphology are appropriate.

At the first stage of the evolution of the dwelling, the principal
typological features of the darbazi were: a large undivided space
(occupied by a3 or 4-generation family group); darbazi morphol ogy;
open hearth and hearth-chain (ojinjali); poor quality of internal lighting
(coming through the ventilation-shaft, through which the smoke
exited); stamped-earth floor (soxane); porch at ground level
(p’armaghi); expansion of the floor-plan depthwise; three-beam
roofing system; wide single door with wooden hinges and bolt; low
furniture, and correspondingly low horizon of domestic activities;
house dug into the ground; wood-working principally donewith adzes
and axeswithout use of saws; crowned roofing, slightly sloped roof-
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terrace; thick stone walls with niches for storage; oak as primary
type of wood material.

We think that the materials presented above make it quite clear
that, in the Caucasus — and specifically on the territory of today’s
eastern Georgia—, traces of continuity of lifestyle can berevealed
from the earliest times almost without interruption, as a result of
archaeological and ethnological research. The earliest settlements
have been detected and investigated, and many forms of dwelling
have been examined. Therefore, wethink, that it isentirely justified
and indeed desirable to trace the evolution and devel opment of the
dwelling phenomenon from earliest timesto the present on the basis
of variegated materials. Its representation in this manner along the
vertical axiswill portray for usthe desired panoramic representation
according to ethnogenetic processes taking place on the designated
territory. To the extent that the dwelling phenomenon, as a
consequence of adaptation of ethnic elements to the inhabited
environment, is one of the component elements of ethnic culture, it
islikewiseaclear reflection of the same element’sinsertion into the
occupied environment as adistinctive “biocene”.

At the sametime, the examination of theinhabited complex along
thevertical axisisclearly justified insofar asit represents amethod
for thedynamic analysis of the most characteristic elements of ethnic
culture. Inthiscircumstance, its presentation along the vertical axis
(retrospectively) presents us with a means to establish not only the
recent stagesin itsdevelopment, but al so ameansto see the complex
process of the relation between traditional elementsand innovation.

When we discuss the dwelling and its phenomenon in any given
traditional society, in the first place, perhaps, we must attempt, to
the extent it is possible, to reveal the principles of the functional
mechanism of the appropriation of the external environment by
humans. In other words, those principles must be established,
according to which the transformation took place in human cognition
from*“nature’ to“culture”, from “unappropriated” to “appropriated”.
At the same time, the specificities of the traditional model of
domesti cation and appropriation of space, which evolvedin concrete
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ethnic modes of life, are very interesting and worthy of attentionin
the research process.

Itisclear from all of the above that in the study of the dwelling,
ascharacteristic complex of ethnic culture, aseriesof puzzlespresent
themselves before the researcher, each of them inseparably
connected to the others. Without their analysisin length and breadth
it isalmost unimaginable how oneisto distinguish, in the complex
structure of apeopl e sintellectual history, the nucleuswithout which
it isimpossible to understand even approximately the nuances of
ethnic history.

The dwelling will be the primary theme of the present study;
more precisely, wewill attempt to lay out what role this phenomenon
played in general in ethnic lifestyle and culture; to what degree it
reflectsthe unique unity of apeople (ethnic group) asevolved through
blood-linked genetic relations; the gentle and yet directed process
of their incorporation into a “biocene” with their homeland and
divinely-granted territory.

By dwelling, first of all, weintend the primary residential structure
within which is situated a specific microsocial unit: the family. In
parallel wewill discussits orientation toward other elements of the
inhabited complex (such astheyard, auxiliary agricultural structures,
cultivated fields, etc.), and wewill attempt to delimititsplaceinthe
formation and evolution of the family; in the consolidation of the
cognition of interior and external space; in theformation and working-
out of “genotheism”, asthefamily’sideological foundation.

And finally, we will indicate once again, that in the following
chapters of the thesis, we will attempt to analysis the existing
archaeol ogical and ethnographic materialsavailableto usconcerning
thedwelling in the Kartvelian world and especially the central region
of its contemporary territory, according to the above-mentioned
markers, in the following sequence:

i) Thedwelling and spatial perception;

i) The dwelling and building tradition;

iii) The dwelling and domestic religion— “ genotheism”;
iv) Thedwelling and clan-tribe social organization.
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CHAPTER Il. A RETROSPECTIVE OF THE
FORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
DWELLING-CONSTRUCTION TRADITION IN THE
REGION UNDER STUDY.

When weinvestigate the dwelling and its placein ethnic culture,
we believe, the dwelling’s construction technique merits particular
attention —the building tradition, its evolution and development on
the basis of those materials collected in the region under analysis.

By building tradition we mean the combination of building
materials (clay, stone, wood, other materials supplied by the
environment) and the components of domestic architecture (floor
“kvesk’'ndi” [lit. “lower plane’]; walsand interior “sk’neli”; ceiling
androof “zesk’ ndli” [lit. “upper plane’]), which, for itspart, isdirectly
linked to concrete environmental conditions, and evolved as a
consequence of their integration with humans (and the corresponding
social-cultural units) as adistinctive “biocene”. We believe that of
these two components, thefirst is provided ready-to-hand to humans,
whereasthe second, by its nature distinctly human, wasworked out
on the basis of thefirst.

Theoverview of building traditions, and their study, are especialy
desirable with regard to early stages of the development of human
societies, sincein thisway there emergesthe collective' sthe specific
unit’s (and perhaps ethnic group’s) relation to its specific
environment; this, inturn, isconditioned by theindividual features of
worldview in conjunction with specificities of theinhabited spatial
context.

At early stages of historical development, in general, humans
manifest their particular consciousness and forms of cognition in
their artifacts. We think that by presenting the origin and evolution
of domestic building traditionsfrom this point of view, we can proceed
to establish thedistinctive markersof ethnicity. The building tradition,
as such, is to be considered one of the chief components of ethnic
culture, through the primary elements of both the material and
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intellectual spheresof ethnic culture are collectively integrated and
thenmadevisible.

Before we begin direct discussion of questions concerning the
relationship between dwelling and sanctuary, it appears to us
necessary to pauseto consider therich archaeol ogical material, which
has been collected in abundance in the Caucasus and its neighboring
territories. Fromthisangle a particularly interesting picture appears
of central Transcaucasia and the regions on its southern border,
according to archaeological materials from the Early and Middle
Bronze Age. For example, it is worth noting that there is a
concentration of settlements from those periods in the vicinity of
Harbert-Malat and Eliazigh. These are: Flur 11, Helenchik-Tepe,
Norshun-Tepe, Qoruju-Tepe, at which the configuration of dwellings
is rectangular, and the construction of the stone walls the same as
at the ancient settlements of Qarazi and Amiranis-Gori. From this
group of sites, Flur Il stands out: a hill 16 meters high (Eneolithic-
Chalcolithic and Early Bronze layer). From its eleven horizons of
building remains the cultural dynamics of the resident populations
areclearly represented. Rectangular buildings dominate at the lower
layers, which then giveway to constructionsof roundish configuration
at succeeding levels. As early asthe Eneolithic period, the roots of
round-domed architecturein the South Caucasus areto be linked to
local conditions, and not to influences from the Near East;
furthermore, in thisperiod, Caucasian tradition itsalf influenced Near
Eastern building traditions. Recently, with regard to thisquestion, a
large series of newly-discovered sites of distinctive character from
the final stage of the Caucasian Eneolithic have become of
importance. We have in mind the so-called “ Sioni-type” sites. On
the whole, it could be said, that a single cultural unity has been
revealed, which existed in succession to the classica Eneolithic
culture (Shulaver-Shomu-Tepe Culture), and directly before the
appearance of markers of the Kura-Araxes Culture. It isworthy of
particular attention that almost al sites from the pre-Kura-Araxes
are located in the lowlands of the South Caucasus — those aress,
where the Kura-Araxes Culture subsequently flourished.
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It is acknowledged that the Kura-Araxes Culture, for all of its
novelty, bears the imprint of the preceding Eneolithic culture, and
maintains awhole series of earlier traditions. Bearers of the Kura-
Araxes Culture continued to occupy numerous Eneolithic sites —
Baba-Dervish, Shengavit, Kil-Tepe... Traditionalismisalsoreflected
in building principles; at a whole series of sites the culture is the
same, although the round-shaped dwellings are built with more
contemporary technical methods. In general, the Enealithic tradition
isdetectablein variousregions of the main areaof the spread of the
Kura-Araxes Culture, which enables us to take an overall look at
the cultural development asawhole, asthe next stagein the cultural -
agricultural progress of the populations of the South Caucasus. At
the same time, the revealing of the local roots of the Kura-Araxes
Culture does not in any way exclude the infiltration of other
ethnocultural groupsinto itsarea, which had adistinct influence on
the development of its final period. For example, the opinion has
been expressed, according to which certain groups from the
northwestern Near East infiltrated into the Caucasus during the mid-
4™ millennium BC (Al. Javakhishvili). Nonetheless it should be
pointed out that any such popul ation movement had no effect on the
basic character of the culture and agricultural forms of the bearers
of the Kura-Araxes Culture, since the basic markers of that culture
are already firmly established by the end of the 4™ millennium.

In parallel with the Kura-Araxes Culture, in alarge area of the
South Caucasus — in particular, its western regions — during the
Early Bronze Age there developed a culture with different traits,
which, unlike the former, is characterized by conservatism as
concerns Neolithic traditions. A significant rolewas played here by
ecological factors—in this region of Caucasia subtropica climate
contributed to economic stasis. In the domain of food-producing
activities, hunting, gathering and fishing continued for avery long
time, whichinturnisreflected in specificities of the material complex.
Thefrontiersof thisWest-Caucasian culture reached asfar as Sochi.
On the east it adjoined the Kura-Araxes Culture, as a result of
which adistinctive contact zone developed in the border region. As
has been noted, at about the end of the 4" millennium and the
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beginning of the 3 millennium, the Kura-Araxes Culture expanded
into theterritory of the Rioni-Qvirilabasin, which some believewas
due to the infiltration of populations in the eastern regions. There
appear such sites as Dablagomi and Argveta, and Sachkhere
kurgans; alarge proportion of speciaistsattributethe materialsfrom
these sites to the developed and final stages of the Kura-Araxes
Culture. For example, according to the opinion of G. Pkhakadze,
theearly Bronze Age culture of the Rioni-Qvirilabasin hasadistinctly
hybrid nature, combining local traditions, key elements of the Kura-
Araxes Culture, and also markers from the synchronous culture of
the Colchian lowlands and also from the Maikop Culture.

Now we turn to the Middle Bronze Age. During this period
settlements were founded on new sites, but unfortunately, these
have barely begun to be studied. Thus their character is almost
unknown at present. One has the impression that the number of
settlements decreased noticeably during this time. For example,
statistic analysis of the Karmir-Berd Culture revealed that over its
territory (45000 sg. km.), thereis an average of four gravesites for
each residence. Accordingly, it appears that the mortality of the
population increased sharply, which, one surmises, was brought about
by increased aggression throughout that territory, and changes in
the emotional-psychological characteristics of the population.

During the Middle Bronze Age the burial practices change —
kurgan graves dominate everywhere, and cremation is widely
practiced. Individual graves appear accompanied by complex
constructionswithin kurgans, and rich burial inventories; in theview
of Acad. O. Japaridze, these do not have local roots. The building
tradition, ceramic and metallurgical production undergo changesin
their character. Cultural markers, especially those of conservative
traditions such as burial practices and building traditions, attest to
distinct changes in the ethnic composition of the region under
investigation.

According to archaeological data, from second half of the 3¢
millennium BC atransitional period beginsin central Transcaucasia
—the piedmont and mountain areas undergo intensive expl oitation.
What conditioned these changes, whichin turn brought about cultural
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change, remains unexplained. This period is known as the Early
Kurgan Epoch. Thiscultureisdivided into two chronological periods
according to burial practices and grave inventories: one earlier and
one comparatively later. Unfortunately, characterization of the Early
Kurgan Epoch is possible only on the basis of materials collected
from cemeteries. As concernsthe settlements of thisperiod, for the
time being, almost no information has cometo light. Thereforeitis
impossible at present to derive any conclusions concerning the
building architectural traditions of the central Transcaucasian
popul ation during this period, nor the construction and layout of their
settlements, nor thetype of their dwellings and agricultural buildings.
One thing that can be said is that a sophisticated level of building
tradition isattested by the burial monumentsthemselves—enormous
kurganswith their burial chambers. Intermsof their structure these
to a degree can be related to dwellings, since in the conception of
their builders they represented the residences of the departed.

It has been estimated (Sh. Dedabrishvili) that the stones used to
construct such kurgans (e. g. the kurgan at Tsnori) were hauled
from within aradius of 40 km. The building of the mound would
require 1500 man-days, to which are added 200 man-days for the
excavation of the burial chamber and 7500 man-daysfor the hauling
of the materials. There has also been found at these sites large
guantities of bonesfrom sacrificed ovicaprids. All of this, the huge
manpower expenditures occasioned by the building of a kurgan,
indicatesthat the agricultural organization and cultural typediffered
sharply from the preceding Kura-Araxes population.

During the second half of the 2" millennium and the first half of
the 1st millennium, which are customarily designated asL ate Bronze
and Early Iron Ages, Georgia and amost the whole of Caucasia
consolidated into aunity intermsof tempo and level of development,
even though each valley or province, alongside the common cultural
elements shared with other regions, had many of itsown distinctive
traits. During this period of devel opment, an impression concerning
the domestic building tradition on the territory of eastern Georgia
can be derived from archaeol ogically-studied settlements such as
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Natsargora (Tskhinvali), Khovlagora, Qatlanikhevi, Treligorebi,
Ghrmakhevistavi, among others.

During this period the characteristic dwelling is a half-
subterranean house with aflat, terrace-like roof. Judging from the
remainsof load-bearing postsfound in some excavated dwellings, it
appears that the ceiling was supported by a central “mother pillar”
(dedabodzi). The walls were built from broken rocks or unbroken
riverbank stones, held together by clay mortar. The interior of the
wallswas plastered with clay mortar aswell. Dwellings of thistype
appear to be especialy typical of the territory of Shida Kartli. As
for Kakheti, an analogous building tradition (in terms of building
material and architectural conception) isfound there, although one
significant difference has been noted — the buildings are mostly of
above-ground construction, whereas subterranean or half-
subterranean dwellings are almost unattested among the population
of thisperiod.

With regard to the architecture of Central Transcaucasiain the
Antique Period, earlier conceptionswere based entirely on Georgian
or foreign written sources, which, naturally, were concerned with
urban architecture, cultic buildings and fortresses. A more detailed
and concrete representation can made possible by archaeological
research.

A detailed impression of the domestic building tradition of the
Early Feudal Period can be derived from the archaeological
excavations at Zhinvali, Nadikvrebi, Rustavi, Dmanisi and others.
L ess can be said about dwellings as such, sincein aimost all cases
these were completely destroyed at the time. It does appear that
theroofswere mostly of theterracetype, or, morerarely, of ceramic
tiles; the building materialswereriverbank stones or broken rocks;
sometimes unfired bricks were employed. From the initial period
onward the size of ceramic roofing tiles diminishes.

In the High Feudal Period (8"-14" centuries), there has already
evolved on the territory of Central Transcaucasia the building
tradition in its complete form, which was later attested in
ethnographic descriptions. In particular, the darbazi-type house is
found. High Feudal Period dwellingsfromtheAragvi Valley resemble
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those attested ethnographically in the modern period in the East
Georgian highlands.

CHAPTER Ill. HOUSE AND SHRINE IN ANCIENT
GEORGIA.

I) The role of the dwelling phenomenon in the formative process
of opposed spatial concepts — “inside” and “outside”,
“domestic” and “wild”.

Fromtheearliest period the dwelling, asatypeof artificial micro-
environment separated from the natural ambient environment, played
akey rolein humans' self-conception, intheir appropriation of their
own place in Mother Nature. To each one of usit is clear, that the
residential building, house, in general, isof capital importanceinthe
evolution of theworldview of theindividual and a so of the collectivity
living under one roof, by one hearth, “under the wings of their
guardian angel”. People themselves attributed the most complex
function to the dwelling — to be a sort of inspiration that conditions
and constrains its own creators (humans') spatial cognition and
other formsof habitual thought.

As people built their own homes, they thereby segmented
themselves off from the environment. The home became a place of
spiritual repose and peace. It isthere, within their own homes, that
people feel themselves to be lords and masters, since they deem
themselves to be the founders and creators of this micro-space. All
things contai ned within this micro-space— created and used by their
hands — are products of their intelligence; from this stems their
individual and social consciousness. They too breathed a*“ soul” into
thesethings, brought them to life. Asthe homewas built, itsceiling
became the sky, whereas the floor symbolized the earth. The walls
thereupon acquired adelimiting function, and the hearth became a
sacred place; thereupon the central pillar became the residence of
the*angel of thefoundation” (pudzisangelozi).

The home separated people from the cosmos, stood between
them, and thereby acquired acomplex of interrelated traits. On the
one hand, the home belongs to people, manifests their material
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universe. On the other hand, the home links people to the exterior
world, represents, in significant part, that same world reduced to
human parameters. Inside it, people coexist with the world. It is
precisely thus that, as so often occurs, the codes of human body
parts, cosmic elements and components of the dwelling are
superimposed (230, 7). Itisaso worthy of notethat the thus-model ed
features and markers are attributed to those objects also, to which
early humans assigned a function at the center of their world. The
understanding of concepts of our ancient ancestors was filled and
permeated with such meanings, such as city, temple, sanctuary; to
their number we can also add the home. If within the temple the
face of the universewas conscioudly (intentionally) perceived, within
the dwelling the world-form was perceived unconsciously. This
property isof special significancefor understanding thisphenomenon
from both amaterial and spiritual point of view. The structure of the
home — dwelling — in significant part parallels the structure of the
universein the sensethat it hasits own center, “periphery”, etc. On
the basis of rich archaeol ogical and ethnographi c datawe can speak
of the homogeneity of the structure of the house and the settlement;
we can use this point of view especially in the case of circular-
shaped settlements, in which the residences are distributed around
adistinctly central place.

Aswe aready pointed out, the dwelling playsamagjor rolein the
formation and transformation of people sspatial cognition. Thehome
had a determining influence on the formation of such spatial
oppositionsas*“inside” and “ outside” . In human consciousness, the
binary division of the environmenta surroundingsinto the categories
of “inside” and“ outside” entailed the corresponding binary division
of the component elements within that space into “internal” (or
“domestic”) and “external” (or “savage, wild”). Whatever or
whoever came “inside” became “domestic”, whereas those of the
“outside” were“wild”.

Thus, the division of the universeinto two parts correspondingly
evoked two “sub-universes’ in human cognition. The “inside’
universe, created by humans, necessitated a base or foundation
around which spatial conception (and subsequently, social
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conception) was formed. This base is the center around which the
components of the “interior” are united; it gathered around itself
humans' “inside” universe, and became the anchoring point for this
space. This center and cornerstone is the hearth. It is that chief
component of the dwelling around which al is centered; one could
say that it isitself the symbol of the home, it isitsfoundation. If the
hearth were to be extinguished, the family would die out also; as
long as the home flourishes, the hearth is lit. The hearth was that
chief point and center, around which the entire “inside” universe
turned.

Thedivision of spaceinto “inside” and “outside” universeswould
have occurred in the earliest times, more exactly, when the social
group took possession of itsfood-producing territory. Thereforewe
can assert that theformation of “inside” and “ outside”, as categories
of spatial perception, corresponded to the appearance and formation
of early-agricultura cultures among the tribes inhabited central
Transcaucasia. It is at this time that people consciously took
possession of their territory, their homeland.

I1) The dwelling phenomenon as reflective of the culture of a
concrete social group, the “family”.

In order to study the consolidation of the social life and culture
of ancient peoples, as has already been mentioned, no single
academic discipline, no matter how diversified, is sufficient; in all
instances, it isnecessary to examine and compare datafrom various
kinds of sources (in the first place, settlements, cemeteries,
workshops, cultic monuments, etc.). It has been correctly noted
that ethnology makesafundamental contribution to the study of this
question; athough ethnographic data—which reflectsawhole series
of innovations up to the present — must be used with caution, by
taking into consideration chronological information, geographical and
ethnic attributes, traditional and fragmentarily-preserved traits.

The large family unit, which evolved at an early stage of
agriculture, was amore or less viable socia -economic cell, which
fostered the realization of food-production, and was fairly easy to
govern. Thus, in the settlements of central Transcaucasia, asin those
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of theNear East and Central Asia(Um-Dabaghia, Tell-Soto, Hasun,
Jeitun, Namazgha and others), the population everywhere lived in
family units. In general, the clan, as a unit, is at one and the same
time a food-producing, family-cultural and ideological collective.
Members of the collective recognized bonds of kinship; the unit
wasresponsiblefor the defense of its members; collective agriculture
was the foundation of clan life, as preserved in relict form in the
Caucasian highlands. It should be mentioned that, asischaracteristic
of family-based clansin general, the social status of the populations
of Caucasian early-agricultural sites was egalitarian, asis clearly
attested by archaeological data.

The agricultural clan, as complex economic organism,
necessitated the evol ution of asystem of management, whichinthe
egalitarian societies of early food-producing stageswasin the hands
of councils of elders and senior family members. These elders, by
preference the most respected members of the clan, held the highest
authority in the collective. Their selection was based on personal
traits, considerations of age and sex, and other factors (e.g. initiative-
magical). They had no economic advantages, however. Among the
functions of the leaders of family and kingroup units were the
assignment of food-producing tasks, overseeing their progress, the
directing of seasonal agricultural cycles, the maintenanceof irrigation
systems, regulation of the internal and external exchange relations
of the clan, the taking of appropriate measures in times of danger,
the mediating of conflicts, thedirection of cultic practices. Ingenerd,
the responsibilities of these chosen individuals were linked to the
well-being of the clan. Ethnological dataindicate that at this early
stage of social stratification, these individuals enjoyed only social
(and not material) advantages. They were the first among equals
(primusinter pares). The chief reason for thisis to be sought in the
fact that in such family units, a firmly-held moral code regulated
relations among bl ood-rel ated group members, which excluded the
possibility of economicinequality among them.

It is noteworthy that such a moral-socia background is still
preserved in the traditional societies of the Caucasus (especially in
the highland areas). For exampl e, according to materials concerning
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the celebrated chief khevisberi Bichur Badrishvili of Pshavi, it is
clear that the functions of the khevisberi (lit. “elder of thevalley”)
corresponded to those of the family-based clan leader in earliest
times, including therole of cult celebrant. One can al so mention the
representation of the functions of the khevisberi by the poet Vazha-
Pshavela, who was born in thisregion and collected much valuable
material on Pshav and Khevsur traditions, assummed upin hiswords:
“may he give good counsel to the clan and village, that they not sink
intoerror”. Intraditional societiesthe primary accent wason people's
moral rectitude, their essence as images of God.

Thefamily-based clan, househol d-based clan or large patriarchal
family was the basic unit of patriarchal-clan societies. It consisted
of three or four, perhaps as many as seven generations, these being
undivided branches descended from one ancestor. They possessed
in common one farmstead, with itslandsand farm equipment, which
were for collective use. Such family clans in ancient times could
have had up to a hundred members.

The old Georgian homestead comprised its lands and rivers, its
beasts of burden, its buildings and many other componentsheld in
common ownership. At the head of thisunit wasthefamily elder. A
settlement of several united households formed avillage (sopeli).

We can surmise that the clan, conceived as organically linked to
itsgeographical surroundingsand lands, formed aunified force. We
can imagine a specific region and the socia units inhabiting it as
incorporated together, consolidated into awhole. All the members
of aclan or brotherhood are its children, its property and a portion
of its shrine deity. Thisis reflected in the interdependence of the
“individual aspart”, and theland and resident tribe. A land becomes
aland, when it isappropriated by asocial group (N. Berdenishvili).

I11) The dwelling as “family temple”

The dwelling, as the materialized reflection of the culture of a
distinct social organism, namely the family, along with many other
functions, fulfilled the very important role of religious center for the
unit’sideol ogical whole, thefamily. From thedistant past, thefamily’s
most holy relics, and various objectsfulfilling sacred functions, were
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kept in the home; there, in the hearth, burnt the “sacred” flame;
there stood the mother pillar, as a symbol of family unity; there
were stored various idols.

Traces of domestic cultic practice can be found on the territory
of contemporary eastern Georgig; in archaeol ogical sites, itisattested
asearly asthe Eneolithic. From the point of view, the*ritual” hearths
excavated at site of “Khramis Didi Gora” are of special interest;
within them, besides ashes, were found bones of sacrificed animals
(sheep), miniature weapons, clay oval “bread-loaves’, and —afind
whichisparticularly noteworthy —, anthropomorphic statues. These
figurines represent for the most part female-gendered divinities,
which at this distant time, in the consciousness of our ancestors,
seem to us to have depicted goddesses serving as guardian angels
of the home. In the Kartvelian world, the female gender of the
protective divinities of the homeisalso attested in mythology. “ The
angel of the home was female. She was invisible, but she could
appear in dreams in the guise of aneighbor’s girl. No one may see
the guardian angel in her true form. The guardian angel dwellsin
the family in the form of ayoung, spotless virgin. No one may see
her, but she can take on the appearance of a neighbor’s daughter”
(Georgian Mythology, ed. A. Tsanava[Merani, 1992], p. 143).

Sincethefamily angel appeared asaspotlessvirgin, itispossible
that itisfrom herethat thetradition stems, that when guests, regarded
as a blessing come from God came to the family, the family had
their virgin daughter serve them, as their most valuable and purest
representation of the guardian angel. She would serve the guests
and even bathe their feet, bring them food and lay out the bedding.
By respecting the purity of their host’s daughter, guests— perceived
to be sent from God — brought divine goodnessinto the household.
It may well bethat thissort of conception of external personsentering
the “interior” space underlay the institution of “anti-marriage”
(ts'ats'loba), which in earlier times would not have been restricted
to the east Georgian highlands, and would have been of common
Georgian (or even Caucasian) distribution [K. Tuite “On the
etymology and earliest socia significance of ts ats' loba’, Amirani 1
(1999): 13-19].
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It can be clearly seen, on the basis of numerous examples from
Georgian ethnic culture, that the hearth represented the nucleus of
the dwelling, its fundamental component. It is at the place of the
hearth that the family’s protective deity is displayed, its guardian
angel. The hearth isthe connectivelink between the family members
and the guardian angel; it is the bridge that permits contact and
relation between them. Itisprecisely at the hearth that patron deities
(ghvtishvilni “children of God”) manifest themselves, and take
possession of the space astheir shrine. Thusthe hearth isthe symbol
of thefamily. Thefireburningin the hearthisthefamily’simmortality.
When the elders would travel far from the village, they would tell
theremaining family members: “do not betray the hearth, do not let
the hearth-flame die out”. An intruding enemy would first attempt
to overturn the hearth, as the gravest insult to the family.

Thus the hearth represents the center, the heart of the family,
which unitesand tiesit together, forges abond among the socia unit
that isthe family bound by common blood and property. The hearth
is the visible reflection of family unity; it symbolizes the whole,
undivided family unit.

It followsthat it appearsto usfully justified to point out with the
appearance of the hearth, which in its part implies the formation of
the dwelling and of thefamily, there al so appeared domestic religion
— “genotheism” — as a phenomenon linked to the consolidation of
the family as social organization. Therefore, we can assume that
the formation of domestic religion (“genotheism”) in the Caucasus
—and in particular in its southwestern region — dates back to the
Neolithic, when there appear the first systematic settlements. This
phenomenon achieves its completed form in the Eneolithic period,
aswe believeisreflected in materials from eastern Transcaucasian
sites of the Shulavera-Shomu-Tepe Culture. It can also be assumed
domestic deities would have appeared at the same time as objects
of family cultic activities, sincethe dwellings of this period were of
monogenetic composition. In later periods, however, the social
collective was organized around the deity of fertility.
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IV) “Home” and “shrine” in ancient Georgia.

The interrelation of the domestic cult and the tribal cult is of
especia interest. The relevant data from Georgian ethnography is,
we believe, rich and capabl e of telling usmuch. Asthe sametimeit
should be noted that the ancient Near Eastern world has been well-
studied from thisangle, which enables usto examine Georgian data
from a comparative standpoint.

It is of particular importance to note the materials concerning
the Hattic civilization, since some scholars have linked the Hattic
language to the Northwest Caucasian family, and the Hattic ethnic
group to the peoples of the Caucasus. The Hattic ethnic group would
have existed in central Anatoliafrom the end of the 3" millennium
or the beginning of the 2" millennium BC. It has been acknowledge
that Hittite religion, a quite original and distinctive phenomenon,
represented the synthesis of the religions of the Hittites and those
peoples with whom they had been in contact. As a consequence,
the Hittite pantheon contai ned not only the gods of the Indo-European
tribes (Nesites, Luvians, Palaites) who had appeared relatively
recently in central AsiaMinor, but also those of theaboriginal peoples
of central Anatolia, including the Hattians or Pre-Hittites. Asmany
now acknowledge, the Hittite peopl e resulted from the mixture and
consolidation of Hattic and Indo-European tribesin the beginning of
the 2" millennium BC. Hittitereligion was polytheistic, showing no
traces of monotheism. It was oriented toward assuring, first of all,
that people did not losetheir relationship with nature, and fostering
belief and awe in the face of supernatural powers. Each clan, even
if it comprised only asmall settlement, had its own divinity. In the
temples of larger settlements and regional centers were images of
severa, sometimesdozens, of gods, which indicatesthe coexistence
of thesedivinities. Theseidols"lived” primarily intemples, or else
were set up in open-air cultic sites. An entire series of religious
festivals was performed in the temples: monthly or annual, New-
Year's, autumn or other types of ceremonies. The king and queen
participated in these ceremonies, along with their chief retainers
and temple officials. Besides local divinities, the Hittites also had
“state gods”.
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A similar hierarchical arrangement of deities (neighborhood,
village, clan, entirevalley ...) appearsin the highland Georgian (and
pan-Caucasian) pre-Christian religious system. Each settlement or
clan had its patron deity, its own sanctuary, as is confirmed, we
believe, by Georgian archaeological and ethnographic data. Sites
dating from the 15"-7" centuries BC have been found, which are
extremely significant for the study of the spiritual culture of the
ancient societies of eastern Georgia. Among them are the sanctuaries
found at the settlements of Natsargora, Qatlanikhevi and Khovlagora,
and the sanctuaries situated apart from the settlements at Melaani
and Meli-Ghele, which have been described in detail by Acad. K.
Pitskhelauri in his monographs. In these works the author notes
correctly that sanctuaries of similar structure are found in today’s
eastern Georgian highlands, with an elevated area in the center of
which is situated the shrine. It can be said with confidence that
despite the passage of three thousand years, the materials referred
to above, along with ethnographic data, indicate spiritual and cultural
continuity among the populations of thisregion.

A similar structure can be detected in the western Caucasian
highlands. For example, according to ethnographic materials from
Svaneti, each cultic building, which now bears the name of a saint
introduced during the comparatively recent spread of Christianity to
this region, was dedicated to the divine patron of a Svanetian clan
composed of one or more lineages. The members of the clan, for
their part, referred to themselves asthe clan patron’s“men” (maral).

In this respect the Upper Svanetian festival observed by usin
the village Hadish in 1980 and 1984 (Svanetian multidisciplinary
expedition, dir. Mikheil Chartolani) is of interest. Of the festivals
celebrated in Hadish, that of Lichenish is the most important — for
thisreason, Svansrefer toit typically as“Hadishoba’. The festival
isin honor of the male children born in the village each year, to
assure their health and prosperity, and is expressed through the
worship of “Hat-wearing St.George”, and the presentation of new
vassalsinto hisservice. Familieswithout sonsalso participatein the
festival, in order to petition the shrinefor the birth of male heirs. On
the whole, the phenomenon of the shrine of Lichenish is a clear
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example of the syncretism typical of Caucasian culturesin general,
since aong with the function of assuring fertility (in male children),
thedivinity isthe patron of domestic and wild animals.

As astructural analogy to the Svan clan and its shrine, we can
mention the Khevsur clan and its institution of shrine “vassalage’
(jvarisg’moba). According to ethnographic data, each male
Khevsur undergoes the “sac’uleoba’ ritual, representing the
“adoption” of the newborn male child (up to one year old) by the
shrine deity. The naked baby isrolled under the banner (drosha) of
the shrine three times. Only those who had undergone the
“sac’ uleoba’ ritual could becomefull-fledged vassals, and possess
a homestead on the clan lands under the patronage of the shrine.

We know that in the eastern Georgian highlands, each shrine
deity or “child of God” hasitsown community of vassals (saq’mo),
by which ismeant the society grounded in unbroken tradition which
has a common shrine with its divine patron. The vassals have a
common legal code and foundation myth (andrezi); it followsfrom
thisthat they have acommon vision of their past, united by identical
customs and norms of behavior. The community of vassals (sa-
g’m-0 < g’ma “vassal”) has a designation similar to that of a
brotherhood (sa-dzm-o <dzma “ brother”); the morphology paralels
their common semantics (G. Mamulia). Thus the shrine represents
the symbol of the unity of the brotherhood as social unit founded on
mythic and religious concepts.

Thetermsfor “shrine” in the eastern Georgian highlands — jvari
(lit. “cross’) and khat’i (lit. “icon”) — designate the patron deities
of agivenclan or tribe, aswell astheir earthly residence. It follows
from thisthat the shrinesare centersof local theocratic administration,
with devel oped temple economies, including lands possessed by the
shrinesin thelowlands.

For example, of the twelve communes in the Aragvi valley which
composed the traditional tribe of Pshavi, each has its own clan
sanctuary with its complex of buildings and shrine lands, which
represented the social and cultic centers of the commune. Besides
clan shrines, each village in the commune had one or more local
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shrines, one of which was dedicated to the “ place mother” (adgilis-
deda) or “mother of God".

Alongside the commune sanctuaries there also existed shrines
at which all Pshavians worshipped: Lasharis-Jvari at Khmelgora,
the shrine to Tamar at Ghele, the K’ viria shrine, and the Damast’ e
shrine by the Matura Valley.

From the examples just mentioned there can be deduced the
entire hierarchical architectonics of the shrines of Pshavi. On the
lowest, most local level arevillage-internal shrines, representing the
unity of thevillage. Onthe next higher level arethe communal shrines,
and at the crown of the pyramid are the shrines common to the
“Pshavian nest” (bude pshavi), the traditional homeland of the
Pshavians.

Webelieveit ispossibleto determine certain homol ogies between
the hierarchical architectonics of the shrines of Svaneti and those
of Pshavi. This will allow us to discuss similarities between the
theocratic administrative systems of these two regions. It has also
be established that family religion (genotheism), in the form of the
cult of the “place mother” or the “angel of the foundation” in each
family, was the foundation upon which evolved such relations. As
for other regions in the eastern Georgian highlands, for example
Mtiuleti, it had been demonstrated that heretoo, thevillage—as unit
of settlement —is mostly composed of families from one lineage.
This led to typical patronymic settlements, which evolved as a
consequence of the segmentation of earlier family-based clans.
Many such patronymic settlements possess a common defense
tower, inwhich theinventory of thefamily cult waskept, and where
common family festivalswere celebrated. What isimportant isthat
common agricultural and economic interests unit this unit, as
expressed through the common ownership of different typesof land.
Mtiuleti and the valleys adjoining it, from the point of view of
settlement structure, present the same sort of picture as do other
Georgian regions.

Itisworthy of special attention that, asisclarified by theanalysis
of archaeological and ethnographic materials, the given structure
along thewhole belt of Abkhazeti-Svaneti-Racha-Pshav-K hevsureti-
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Chechnia-Daghestan and a common religious-social structure
characterizes this belt. This got its source from the familia cult,
from genotheism, which in the common Caucasian regionisalready
established from the Eneolithic-Early Bronze period.

In support of this opinion wewish to discuss the following facts,
based on the collections of Caucasian antiquities preserved in the
Berlin Museum fir Vor- und Frihgeschichte. Some of these objects
were by the famed collector Rudolf Virchow at the turn of the 20"
century (1882-1902). The collection was published by Ingo
Motzenb&cker, who dated the artifactsto the Late Bronze and Early
Iron Ages. Of particular interest in this collection are the various
pinsand fastenersfor clothing, especially thefollowing threetypes:
plate-headed pins (Platennadel), spiral-headed pins
(Spiralplatennadel), and peacock-fan-headed pins
(Pfaufedernadel). The size of these pinsis particularly noteworthy.
The artifacts are rather large (from 45 to 65 cm in length), to such
an extent that it isdifficult to imaginethat they were used as clothing
accessories. When we had the occasion to inspect them during a
visit to Berlin, the thought occurred to us, that perhaps these so-
caled“pins” werein fact theinsigniaof ancient “khevisberis’, like
the “banners’ (drosha) which have been observed in abundancein
the eastern Georgian highlands. Thishypothesis seemsall the more
reasonable, since it can be assumed on the basis of the collection
that ashrinewould have existed in the vicinity of the site wherethe
artifacts were found. On the occasion of traditional cultic festivals
in the eastern Georgian highlands, the banners serve as material
representations of the shrine and its patron deity. We have observed
numerous objects of thistype and recorded them with photographic
and video equipment during field expeditionsin Pshav-Khevsureti
intheyears 1997 to 2001. We have recorded processionsled by the
khevisberi bearing the banner, the encounter of banners from
different shrines at Tsikhegori, the movement of the banner from
one spot to another on the territory of the sanctuary.

The question can be asked: How is possible to connect objects
observed in contemporary Georgian folk culture to such
chronologically and geographically distant artifacts? Do the
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anthropological, archaeol ogical, linguistic and historical datapermit
or disallow such aconnection?

In our opinion, the anthropological, archaeological, linguistic-
dialectol ogical, and ethnographic data support the proposal of such
alink. Therefore, from earliest timesin the region where the objects
now contained in the Berlin Museum’s K ossnierska Collection were
found, a specifically pan-Caucasian ethnocultural background can
be detected clearly. For itspart this circumstance, in our view, alows
us to state with confidence that paralels can be drawn between
contemporary Pshav-Khevsur cultural practice and the objectsheld
in the above-mentioned collection. It follows that the artifacts
classified as “pins’ in the Kossnierska Collection were in fact
fastened to the tops of the banners of ancient shrines and their
patron deities, which bore theinsigniaof the attendant “khevisberis’.

CONCLUSIONS.

Within the designated location, the analysis of archaeological

and ethnographic material collected on the territory of the central
Transcaucasus (contemporary Eastern Georgia) has given us the
possihility of making thefollowing conclusions:
1. We consider it to be sufficient to warrant the supposition that at
the dawn of world civilization, in human cognition, the hierarchical
disposition of internal (domesticated) and external spaces, correspond
to one another and on the basis of the unity of spatial differences of
both occurred the sense of asingle psychic background. Precisely
this psychic background, this perception of these theo-psychic
streams must have become subsequently the basis of religious
world-view and general cosmology.

Aswe touch on the phenomenon of habitation and the perception
of the spatia universe, wewant once again to note, that the dividing
of spaceinto ‘internal’ and ‘external’ universes must have happened
in ancient times, precisely in the period, when a social group took
possession of its own agricultural and habitational territory (138,
141). On the territory of the central Transcaucasus this stage must
have happened in the period of germination and development of
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early agricultural culture. Asisit considered that in this period the
achieved level of productive forcesaided the permanent dwellingin
one spot and the increase in population (265, 67).

Following from thiswe must conclude, that in the consciousness
of tribes dwelling on the territory of the central Transcaucasus, the
final formation of spatial division of the universeinto two main parts,
into the notionsof ‘interior’ and ‘ exterior’, chronologicaly, belongs
to the end of the 6th millennium BCE and the beginning of the 5th
millennium BCE.

2. In the central Transcaucasus (modern Eastern Georgia) in the
development of traditions of the construction of habitations, following
from the Eneolithic period devel oping up to feudalism, according to
thearchaeol ogical data, we believe, can bedivided into thefollowing
primary stages:

A) The'small clay dome’ tradition of construction (Shulaveri-Shomu
Tepe culture, 6th-4th Millennia BCE), for which is characteristic
so-called ‘ Planoconvexes', smallness of construction, roofing with
domes. For construction materialsonly clay is used.

B) Wooden structured, clay building tradition of construction (Kura-
Araxes culture, second half of the 4th millennium BCE to first half
of the3rd Millennium BCE). Characteristicistherectangular, round-
cornered, more or less equal sized structures built on a structure of
wood with clay plastering. Roofing isflat, clay, based on acentral
pillar. Situated in the center of the building is a stationary round
hearth. Infront of the building a corridor has been built on.

C) Thebuilding tradition of log buildings (so-called * epoch of early
burial mounds —the second half of the 3rd millennium BCE), for
which ischaracteristic the use of massivelogsasabuilding material
and cobble stones.

D) Dry stone construction tradition (* the Brilliant mounds of Trialeti
culture —last quarter of the 3rd millennium BCE to thefirst half of
the second millennium BCE), for which is primarily characteristic
rectangular structures built with dry stone, fairly thick walls, flat,
with roofing supported on a center pole.

E) Half-earthen buildingsbuilt with clay and stone building tradition
(Late Bronze-Early Iron age monuments), for which ischaracteristic
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inthe building processthe use of the aforementioned materias, clay
floors, ahearth positioned in the center (‘middie fire') and aflat
roof supported onamain pillar.

Inthe building traditions represented by habitations of following
periods (Classical Antiquity, Early Feudal, Developed and Late
Feudal periods), we already cannot find changes of substantial
character: the building materials (types of stone), roof type (flat),
location (half-earthen) is unchanged. In these recent periods more
visually the principal habitation types are divided by regional
differentiating signs. According to the archaeological data of
developed feudalism, for example, perhapsit isaready possibleto
distinguish the ‘darbazi’ of the Meskhian variety. Mountaineer
habitations are al so distinguished by their own specific signs.

We consider that in the given region, from the enumerated stages,

between stages A and B the question of genealogy is sufficiently
elucidated and is clear (see 265). Asfar as stages G and D are
concerned, the construction tradition of these periods by its own
internal logic and by sharp changeability (as by internal character)
appearsto be uniquely fallen out of the chain of general logical and
genealogical development and accordingly, bears the stamp of
infiltrated cultural elements.
3. In the habitation the hearth represents the center, heart, of the
family, which unites by blood rel ation and by communal possessions
thefamily asasocia unit. Thefamily, isone such totality united by
material possessionsand kinship relations, but the hearthisavisible,
tangibl e representation of thisunity; aunited, indivisible symbol of
thefamily.

We consider there to be warrant to suppose that as soon as
there appeared the hearth, which in itself means the formation of
the habitation and the family, familial religion appeared, genotheism;
as a fully formed phenomenon of a social organism (the family).
Already from the Neolithic period, when the first systematic
settlements appear, in Caucasia we must suppose the formation of
familial religion, genotheism. This phenomenon acquires a fully
formed appearancein the Eneolithic period, which wethink clearly
is depicted in materials coming from the studied remains of




LIGMB3HOLO LIJIONZIRMAN IFIRIR 253

settlementsin the Eastern Transcaucasus (“ Shulaveri-Shomuthepe”
Culture).

It is also possible to suppose that familia divinities were the
objects of worship of unified cohabitants at the sametime, inasmuch
asin this period settlements were of monogenic composition (354,
136). In amore recent period however al such social collectives
were gathered around divinities of fertility, the proof of whichisthe
fact that for examplein Inner Kartli of regular complexesthe second
half of the2nd millennium BCE represented icons of fertility divinities
intheform of atree of lifeiconographically (77, 194-202)

Thelevel of development of productiveforces of the Patriarchal-
Clan arrangement conditionsthe size of thefamily community. The
naturally increased community (temi) gradually undergoes
segmentation, isdivided into aseriesof smaller familial communities,
which time and again grow and in their turn again are divided up.
Thebig[i.e. extended] family historically isauniversal phenomenon.
Itischaracteristic of almost every people and not only at alow level
of development, but also later. Precisely in such asocial unity, in
the extended family, began from the earliest stage of development
the formation of familial religion — genotheism; more precisely its
devel opment began together with and alongside the devel opment of
the extended family, as a socia organism and the development of
familial religion (genotheism) began astheideol ogical basisof familial
unity.

It isespecially worthy of notethat, asisclarified by the analysis
of archaeological and ethnographic materials, the given structure
along thewholebelt of Abkhazeti-Svaneti-Racha-Pshav-Khevsureti-
Chechnia-Daghestan and a common religious-social structure
characterizes this belt. This got its source from the Familial cult,
from Genotheism, which in the common Caucasian region is attested
already established from the Eneolithic-Early Bronze period.

4. If we consider the studied structure on the basis of ethnographic
data of the family, we can suppose, that already in the period of the
spread of the Kura-Araxes culture the extended (‘big’) family isin
appearance by its dwellings, by itstype of agricultural territory and
settlement. In the following periods, amost up to today, the big
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family is attested in the life of the Caucasian peoples. We are far
away from the contention, that the big family of the Kura-Araxes
Cultural period is the direct ancestor of the big family studied in
ethnographic life, but wethink, that this primary social and kinship
structure, which thereafter became afoundation for the social entity
studied by ethnographer in the central Transcaucasus, in the period
of the spread of Kura-Araxes culture already appearsto have been
worked out and fully devel oped.

Here, wewish to add in theform of a short outline that today, on
the shoresof the Mediterranean, which isconsidered to beaprimary
region for thebirth of world civilization, asitisthought, it ispossible
to dividethree main model s of the devel opment of civilization, whose
realization every culture known to us factually represents. These
models are: Sumerian-Akkadian or Mesopotamian, Egyptian and
Aegean-Héllenic (49, 10). Inour opinion, neverthelessthisconclusion
isconsidered established, that Sumerian-Akkadian, or M esopotamian
civilization, whichfirst of al, belonged to Mesopotamiaand Persia,
following the widening of areal distribution and as a result of the
migration of Semitic peoples appeared on the shores of the
Mediterranean. The Mesopotamian model getsitsstart in Sumerian
civilization, which thereafter became more vibrant in Akkadian,
Babylonian, Hittite, Assyrian and other cultures of the Near East.
The movement towards the formation of despotic forms of state
from city-state government in the sphere of political organization of
the state is characteristic for thismodel; when the king already acts
as the head of a huge empire and his power becomes supreme. In
socio-economic structures— like the existence of state-temple, so
too of community-private sectors take on a pagan character (49,
10). Thedevelopment intheregion of Caucasiawasdifferent (which
isconsidered to be part of the Mediterranean region). Here perhaps
first of all geographical-natural conditionsdid not givethe possibility,
that compact monogenetic, homogeneous ' proto-polis’ settlements
formaunited despotic universe. Inthisenvironment ‘lands appeared
and developed, the relationship between which, proceeding from
the kinship based structure character characteristic for them, were
structured on the basis of equipollent opposition. That is, the
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beginnings of social relations, here resembled the Mesopotamian
model, but arising out of a different characteristic character, could
not become despotic states and received instead the appearance of
descent based unities, unitiesof ‘land’ and ‘gorge’. In morerecent
times, it is true these processes of one-person rule, ended with the
formation of a monarchy, but, this monarchy, although resembling
an Asiatic despotism by various signs, initially was original; for at
the intervening stage of its formation it was represented by deeply
individual stage of ‘lands’, of ‘gorges’, which in the consciousness
of members of the nation strengthened regionalism, senses of
belonging to ‘gorge’ and ‘land’. Originaly, the basis of such a
consciousness was the deeply traditional practice of household
agriculture of theland, which hasgiven uslater on avery interesting
and unique picture of the aboriginal peoples of the Caucasusbothin
ethnic culture and in history, asin their ethnopsychological world-
view.
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Description of tables

Table 1. Chatal Huyuk, Computer Restoration (Abernteuer Wissen. Die
grol3e Bertelsmann-Enzyklopadie). 2. Chatal Huyuk, Schematic restoration
of livingand religiouslocations (following J. Mellaart). 3. Chatal Huyuk.
V1. A 10. Schematic restoration of cultic buildings (Following J. Méellaart).
4. Chatal Huyuk. VI A 8. Schematic restoration of the north and east walls
of the cultic building’sinterior (according to J. Mellaart).

Table I1. 1. Chatal Huyuk. VI A 14. Schematic restoration of thethe east
and south wallsof thebuilding'sinterior (following J. Mellaart). 2. Dwelling
model from Mar, Tel Hariri (Damsko, Syria), 111 Millenium before Christ
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(following Joahim Bretschneider). 3. Graphicinscription of Mar’smodel.
4. Femaedivinity withleopards. Clay. Chatal Huyuk (following J. Mellaart).
Table I1l. 1. Imirisgora. Plan of settlement and types of domiciles(following
AcademicianA. Javakhishvili). 2. Shomu-Tepe. Graphic reconstruction.
Table IV. 1. Shulavrisgora. Plan of settlement and sections (Following Ot.
Japaridze's,, Archeology of Georgia’). 2. Anthropomorphicfiguresfrom
Arukhlo, Arghalartepes, khramisdidigora, Shulavrisgora (Following Neolit
SSSR).

Table V. Plans of Kvackhelebi (Tvlepiakokhi) settlement and buildings
(following Academician A. Javakhishvili and ,Rannyai Srednyabronza
Kavkaza')

Table VI. 1, 2. Burial vaults of individual burial mounds (according to
Academician Ot. Japaridze). 3-5 Min€e's burial mound stone pile, burial
vault, vault'swalls (photos from personal archive).

Table VII. 1,2. Buria hall of the Zurtaketi burial mound (following
Academician Ot. Japaridze). 3. Burial vault of the Bedeni burial mound
(following K. Meitauri).

Table VI11. 1. Khovlegora, general view of thdigs. 2. Khovlegora, plan of
dwellings. 3. Khovlegora, plan of military district. 4. Khovlegora. Top of
a\erji. Clay. (following the description of monuments). 5. Head of aBull.
Clay and stone. Fragments discovered during adiginaVII-VI century
BCE settlement at Tabatsquri. (photo from private archive).

Table IX. 1.Plan of government settlement and subsections according to
K. Meltauri; 2. Plan of thecitadel of Naomari Gora; measured off satellite
of acentral portion of the Naomari Goracitadel; 4. Dighomi settlement; 5.
Crypt at Mtskheta(G. Lezhava).

Table X. 1.Stadial schemaof the establishing and gradual development of
darbazi (hall) buildings (L. Sumbadze); 2. darbazi (hall) from Kartli (L.
Sumbadze)/

Table XI. 1. Chonkadze sdarbazi (hal) from Kartli (L. Sumbadze); 2. the
darbazi’s central hearth (L. Sumbadze).

Table XII. Examples of hearths and Zesadgrebi of the Kura-Araxes
culture (Early Bronze age) from different arteas 1 Cikhiagora; 2-4Pluri;.
Table XIII. 1. Rachanhearth (S. Makalatia); 2. Pluri (Kura-Araxesculture);
3-4 Preparation arewaand middlefirein Guria(personal archive).

Table XIV. Hoaliday of Lichinishi inthevillage of Hadish, MestiaRegion
(Photosfrom personal archive).

Table XV. TheTinchfromDigor and Faskau (Following|. Motzenbaker’s
» The Collection of Kossnierska”).
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P’aat’a Bukhrashvili
“.MARJAH...I”

“Marjah” - adroitly, lively, valorously - with this expression our brother
Wei nakhs encourage dancers performing their stepsin the mystery of the
dance; thedancein which anation’s, apeopl€ sgeniusisexpressed (Grigol
Robakidze), for it isthe call of asoul to union with God, the cry of blood
resounding across the millennia and reaching to the present; even asits
incorporator, performer.

Since the time of the Russian conquest of the Caucasus there is
underway a campaign with the express aim of separating the Georgians
from other Caucasi an peoplesthrough the discreditation of the Georgians.
Imperial viceroys undisguisedly expressed to the Tsar the leading role
played by the upper levels of Georgian society in the conquest of the
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Caucasus and the consolidation of Russian domination. Thetsarist regime
through its agents eagerly created favorable conditions for the Georgians
to “voluntarily” assume the role of quasi-gendarmes and thereby to
distance themselves from their brother peoples. Thus the “bat complex”
was implanted in a certain segment of Georgian society: neither bird nor
mouse, it was rejected by both, and left to roam in caverns and darkness.

We often hear discussions about the so-called “Muslim threat”. Our
purpose is not to make judgments about the bases of Christian-Muslim
disagreements, but only to state our profound belief that we can readily
overcome this opposition, should we wish to do so. And this, | believe, is
within the power of Georgiansto achieve, sincethe only meansof resolving
this “conflict” is in their hands. Our people includes believers of both
confessions: Orthodox Christianity and Islam. The overcoming of religious
differences can come about through recognition of a common ethnicity,
language and values, common saints and prophets.

Theresolution of thisissue among Georgianswill bein parallel witha
harmonizing of relations among Caucasian peoples, which can be built
upon their common systems of traditional justice (consider the example of
Vazha- Pshaveld). The renaissance and consolidation of Caucasian unity
will comeabout through the creation of acommon Caucasian house, which
will play aleading role toward realizing friendship among the nations of
the world, through the reconciliation and resolution of the differences
between the Christian and | slamic worlds.

Until then it is essential that each Caucasian people extend spiritual
freedom - which they have never lost, despite hellish conditions - into
physical freedom, so that the spirit and flesh of peopleswill beindivisible
inthislife.

Each people, asanintegral spiritual and cultural unity, must have political
autonomy. Therefore, we chose asthetitle of thisarticle an example from
the contemporary life of our Chechen brothersand sisters. A peoplewhich
dancesin daily life and not only on the stage (to do so only on stage is
cultural death) will alwaystriumph; it cannot be defeated by the powers of
thisworld. Let usonceagain call out to our dancing brethren: “Hal Hat...!
Marjah!”
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P’aat’a Bukhrashvili

The Russian conception of colonialism and Transcaucasian
ethnopolitical reality
Summary

The career of any empire, it goes without saying, represents a process
of interethnic interaction. In order to grasp the dynamic aspects of this
phenomenon, itisfirst of all necessary to understand the col onizing ethnic
group’'sself image, and how thisisgeneralized to the globalizingimagination
of the empire’s role. The creation of an empire of necessity implies the
formation of a“private universe” and the subordination of othersto this
universe on the basis of self evident principles of “justification”. Beyond
these idealized motives (“justification”) on the part of the empire’s
leadership, there often occurs the neglect of certain principles of utility
and security. It isthereforeimportant to clarify how the dominated nations
regard this“ self-evident justification”, and how they conceive the content
of the state within which they are obliged to reside. It isalso acknowledged
that the existence of an empire implies the presence of a distinctive
soundproof cultural wall between the conquering and dominated nations,
beyond which neither desiresto look and listen to the other.

Mass collective resettlement is not characteristic of Russian practice.
Russian colonialismisfundamentally different from analogical phenomena
in Western Europe. Thisdifferenceisapparent, first of all, inthe nature of
resettlement. Russian emigrantsdid not leave their own territory but rather
occupied thelands of their former neighbors, which by force of armsthey
subjugated to their Emperor. In other words, the most characteristic feature
of Russian colonialismisthe expansion of the state’sborders at the expense
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of neighboring territories, and asaconsequence of this, intheimagination
of the Russian population these lands were already considered as Russian
lands, representing a sort of ,,extension” of Russia, in that word’s literal
sense.

Russian colonizers only felt uncomfortable when they confronted
populations with autonomous, developed civilizations and ethnic self
awareness. This occurred, for example, along the Amur River, where the
local Chinese population lived separately from the immigrant Russian
colonizers, and had almost no contact with them. An analogical situation
occurred in Transcaucasia.

The entire population of any given conquered people, to be sure, was
viewed from the perspective of the Russian imperial framework. In some
placestraditional administrative units, formed before Russian colonization,
were abolished in favor of completely new districts, often with artificial
boundaries and, as a rule, with an ethnically heterogeneous population
wherethat wasfeasible.

Russian historians themselves admit that during this period, whatever
positive points colonization might have had in Russian political circles, it
was largely unworkable and useless in practical terms. On the whole,
Caucasian colonial policy was hopelessly variegated and scattered.
Practically all colonial frameworksthen known wereattempted in Caucasia,
but these methods had little effect on the Caucasians' mode of life. While
it is true that Russian writers have acknowledged the ineffectiveness of
tsarist policy, they on thewhole do not admit that on adeep level Caucasia
never reconciled itself to the yoke of submission, and in keeping with its
cultural principlesresisted with unrelenting, self sacrificing determination
the imposition of alien, wrong-headed imperia( canons. It is worthy of
note that it was not so much the case that Russian colonial policy was
ineffectual, asthat theindependence-minded soul of the Caucasian peoples
was strong and unyielding.
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