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Summary

There are only few sources dealing with such an important topic of
Georgian history as everyday life of the population — their activities, tradi-
tions, social, economic situation, etc. This deficiency is partly substituted by
writings of foreign travelers. For them, however, often the nuances of local
life were unknown and because of this the authors were not able to under-
stand all the issues. Considering the above-said, this type of sources needs
further attention. The same applies to the documents, collected in 1819 and
currently kept in the National Centre of Manuscripts of Georgia (National
Centre of Manuscripts — Ros-110). It appears that the author of the docu-
ments is Joseph Shagubatov. The title in Russian is as follows: Description
of the Internal Situation of East Georgia and Imereti. The manuscript gives
no information on the author or his goals in writing this document. We pos-
sess little information on Shagubatov’s life.

We encounter the Shagubatovs in historical documents of late 18th-
early 19th centuries. They lived in Thilisi as “aznaurs” (nobles) and their
occupation was primarily trade. They had different positions in the court of
Kartli-Kakheti kingdom. Joseph Shagubatov held various posts during the
establishment of the Russian administration. He was a policemeister in early
19th century.

Therefore Shagubatov would have had large statistical information on
the then Georgia. Shagubatov’s work, except for some references in Mikheil
Samsonadze’s work, is largely unknown to a larger public.

Shagubatov’s information is important as we do not encounter them
anywhere else. The composition is as follows: first — geographical excursus;
second — description of Thilisi, trade and handicraft, traditions of the popula-
tion and their activities.

The author also gives information on building activities in early 19th
century. He gives details on the old architecture of the city. According to the
author, there were 3700 resident buildings and 44 churches.

Overall, Shagubatov gives important information on Thilisi of early
19th century.

Shagubatov also provides information on Tbilisi population. He, as a
state official, possessed detailed data. For example, in 1819, 18,624 people
lived in Thilisi (including the suburbs). Out of this number 9637 were male
and 8987 female. The area of Thilisi was approximately 80 hectares.

Shagubatov’s information is important for Georgia’s economic situa-
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tion. The bazaar culture shows how integrated the population was by that
time. Here are represented all the layers of the population. Shagubaov also
describes what Kakhetians, Kartlians, Mtiuletians, Imeretians sell and buy
in the bazaar. He also touches upon the issue of foreign trade with Russia,
Turkey, Persia, and the peoples of the North Caucasus; import and export
products are described as well. Also interesting is the activities of Thilisi
traders. No such detailed information is given in any other source.

From manufacture warehouse the author pays attention to silk and leath-
er production. All the warehouses producing bells, cannons, powder, and
other military equipment were destroyed.

The author also provides information on daily life: baptism, engage-
ment, marriage, mourning, holidays, and other habits.

Particularly interesting are holidays held in Tbilisi, where very well are
presented the interaction of different ethnicities.

The attention was also paid to different levels of education among the
population layers. Preparation of bread, wine, chacha, oil, silk, cotton wool,
etc. is also touched upon in Shagubatov’s work.

Thus, Shagubatov’s work gives us detailed information on a daily life of
the population which lived in early 19" Thilisi.
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