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Annotacion

Thesis for a Doctor’s Degree “Religious Holidays in Khevi” consists of three parts:
introduction, four chapters and conclusion. Aims and objectives of the thesis are given in the
introduction.

The first chapter of the work is dedicated to the historical survey of Khevi; it shows
boundaries of Khevi and the historical importance of Dariali Gorge throughout the centuries.

The second chapter consists of six sub-chapters and covers community holidays. It also outlines
festive rituals and the most sacred place of Khevi community Gergety Sameba (Gergety
Holy Trinity)(2.1.). It gives the description of New Year celebrations, which isn’t marked
any more in Gergety Sameba, but it is said that it was celebrated in the New Year tabernacle
and according to the locals, was dedicated to the circumcision of the Savior (2.2). The work
gives the historical and modern forms of Gergety Sameba Holidays, the lost tradition of
performing special dance “Perxuli” during the Transfiguration (2.3.); it also reveals a
tradition of making some special offerings while Marianoba (Holy Mary) celebration (2.4.)
and gives the description of Gergety holiday (2.5.). The thesis also deals with the scientific
considerations connected with Athangeni/Vardoba holiday. It is mentioned that Vardoba,
was a cycle of communal holidays which after the introduction of Christianity has been
substituted by St. Atangeni. Remarkably, Khevi dwellers up to now, calculate the day,
according to local calendar and it is connected with the legend of Sparsangelozy Chapel
(2.6.).

The third chapter of the doctoral thesis consists o 23 sub-chapters and covers the communal
holidays of Khevi. Stepantsminda and Sno examples are given as the manifestation of the
transformation of Atangenoba into a communal holiday (3.1,2.). There is also given the
Easter traditions of Semkhisa Chapel. The supposition, that Samkhisa and Samgisa Chapels
have the common origin, which were connected with St. George and was known as
Khedenishnoba, is also considered here (3.3). The work covers the connection of St Ilia

Chapel with Tsiteli Eklesi (Red Church); the thesis gives the description of Elioba; life of the



monk Grubela. A supposition is expressed here that Grubela, is the popular epithet of St.
Ilia, the Grubelt-tsinamdzgvari (Father of Clouds) (3.4.). The work gives the parallels
between Eliaoba and Vachiloba — holiday of Ossetian origin (3.5.). Popular Ivanoba holiday
is shown on the example of the celebration of St. John the Baptist holiday; tradition of
offering a rooster and the rule of performing women’s perkhuli —a kind of dance is also
covered (3.6.). The thesis observes the transformation of patrimonial St. George holiday into
a communal one (3.7.). Is shown the link between Sioni Holy Mary holiday with the
worshiping of Gvtaeba, Pirigvtisa (3.8.). Lost tradition of offering a bull at St. George
holiday in Gardabani — and as a result - restricted local character of the holiday (3.9.).
Tradition of marking Gaiboteni Mtavarangelozi is also described -is shown the ritual of
walking around (3.10.); the work shows the tradition of the marking Arshis Giorgoba
(3.11.); based on the examples of celebrations of Kviresdzeloba Holiday in Khevi and Tsdo,
Pkhelshe, Stepanethsminda and Koseli is revealed the Kviria — The Savior cult which is still
very strong in Khevi. Is shown the examples of women “decanus” performing the clerical
rituals and connection of women with the monastic life in the 30% of the
20%century(3.12,13,14,15). There are discussed such Khevsurian holidays as Galanguroba
and Khenatoba. Has been found the etymology of the word Galanguri (it comes from the
word Galanga — one of the components of chrism). The thesis poses the consideration that
the sacredness of beer was determined by its consisting component Galanga; as for
Galanguri — it means anointed and is one of the epithets of St. George (3.16.). There is also
given the holiday cycle in the village Karkuchi, patriarchal traditions of Kazanaoba
celebration (3.17.). Gvtismshobloba in Akhaltshikhe is also mentioned in the work. We
cover the traditions of celebrating the holidays of patron saints of boys Kopala and girls —
Elia (3.18.). There is a brief review of Racha origin of Tkharsheti Mamatsminda Chapel and
the meaning of the terms didi da pataraageba (receive small and big offerings) (3.19.). Shida
Kartli (part of eastern Georgia) origin of Pansheti Kavtis St. George holiday and its links
with Kavtiskhevi Tav-Kavisi St. George holiday was proved by the archive materials (3.20.).

The lost tradition of celebrating Arkhovnis St. George is also mentioned. The thesis gives
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the description of holiday of Archangels, which is still very actual (3.21.). The work gives
the brief review of the holidays and traditions and expresses a supposition about a possible
link between the holidays Kashetoba with Kashveti (3.22.). Survey of festive rituals
connected with Petre-Pavloba (St. Peter and St. Paul) holidays covers such rituals as:
praying, making offering (3.23.).

The forth chapter is dedicated to the holidays connected with the traditions of marking some
definite family days in Khevi: as an example is given the celebration connected with
Kushashvili family (4.1.). Is given the description of Gvtismshobloba(Holy Mary Day) as it
was marked by the Khutshishvili. Coexistence of the old traditions and new ones was
observed when studying this particular case (4.2.). Gveleti Semkhis Kvelatsmindis (the
holiday of All Hollies) holiday is shown as it is celebrated today (4.3.). The last part of the

thesis gives the summery of the conducted work.
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